Padma’s Activities in Leprosy Rehabilitation :

· Has been working for socio economic rehabilitation of leprosy affected people for 20 years.
· Helped a colony consisting of 4000 leprosy affected people in Delhi-U.P border, known as “Shahdhara”.
· This colony was in abysmal condition lacking badly in basic necessities like drinking water, sanitation etc. Huts in which they were living were in dilapidated condition - Some were begging some were indulging in drug trafficking and other crimes.
· With Assistance from FAO ( United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization ) 20 acre of land was developed, psiculture activity was undertaken by healthy children (youth) of leprosy affected people.
· “Hope Worldwide’ an organization based in Philadelphia put up houses for 800 families.
· Now this “Village of Hope’ is thriving with economic activities. Seeing sustainability of this project FAO made a suggestion in final report saying it should be replicated in other parts of India. Following this suggestion DANIDA ( Danish International Development Agency ) supported a similar project in Tamil Nadu. Padma Venkataraman hon. Project Director implemented this project through Women’s Indian Association a long standing well reputed organization in Tamil Nadu working for upliftment of women, children and economically backward society.
DANIDA project in Tamil Nadu:

· Covered 10 Government run Homes for leprosy affected people in every district of Tamil Nadu.

· Infrastructure facilities for agriculture work was developed.

· Water resource development and rain water harvesting activities were undertaken.

· Dairy farms in all Homes were set up.

· Corpus Fund in each Homes has been created for sustainability.

· Micro Loans are given to individuals to encourage income earning activities in colonies.

· There are 46 leprosy colonies in Tamil Nadu owing to money and time constraint only 30 colonies were taken up.

· Survey was conducted to assess physical ability, aptitude etc.

· Welfare committee consisting of 5 members out of which 2 must be women, was farmed and trained to manage all activities.

· Micro credit facility along with training was given to beneficiaries.

· 2 Colonies ( the entire colonies were begging) have given up begging.

· Individuals in other colonies have not only given up begging but have made remarkable progress.

· Many of them have been redeemed from clutches of money lenders.

· Women’s Self Help Groups have been formed and are very successful.

· With help of an Austrian artist BINDU art school has been initiated for leprosy affected people.

 All these and many more activities undertaken only reminds me of the famous lines “ woods are dark and deep 
miles to go before I sleep”
