Meeting Minutes Prayas Conference call: Jun 7th 2008, 9:30 – 10:15 pm CST

Attendees: UIUC- Rekha, Karl, Anshu, Shankar

      Atlanta- Nandita 

       Prayas- Jatinder 

Prayas Updates
R – What are the updates from Prayas?

J – 20 Children (including disabled) have completed 8th Std. and integrated to 9th
      4 students appeared for grade 10 exams-results awaited

      Summer updates:

(i) Few children going to Khaitan Polytechnic Institute for Computer Training

(ii) 20 children from nearby orphanage being taught in the school premises

(iii) Teachers preparing teaching materials for coming academic year

(iv)  Teachers go to the community to identify disabled + poor kids that can be enrolled in school

(v) We are working on a paper about the Status of children with disability in Jaipur to improve govt. awareness about the state of affairs

(vi)  Prepared a documentary + poster on cerebral palsy to increase awareness among locals

Other highlights: After 8th Std. we try to get sponsors for students or pay their fees to continue their education.  Currently, first batch going to grade 11 and so far zero drop-outs.

R – Is it possible to send us the background of some of the kids?
J – Sure, will send that along with pictures tomorrow or the day after.  Please use the information with discretion.

R – Definitely. 

J – Other updates: I have approached fair trade people when I was in the US. They have asked for samples of items made by the disabled kids. We have also started a tiffin center in school. We supply people in the neighborhood with lunch tiffins (15-20). Many of the kids work there and have their own bank accounts now.
R – Hope everything is OK after the bomb blast

J – All OK 

R – Any updates on the home-based program?

J – The volunteer from Asha could not visit. 
Internship Program

R – What did the intern from Asha work on?
J – She helped in the school. Spent time with kids and helped with documentation. Also promised to raise funds for Prayas at her wedding. She also helped in improving the library.
N – How long was she there?

J – 5 months, 3 days a week

R – What can you typically provide for interns that visit?

J – We can provide lunch, but they need to arrange for their accommodation.

S (to R) – How did the internship take place?

R – Asha did it. They just asked us for a project name.

S – What is the placement process?

R – Don’t know. 

J – Gagan mailed and asked if we needed interns. We were very happy to get one.

R – Do you require specific qualifications for the intern?

J – Nothing like that. Anyone with an interest is welcome.

A – What is the minimum time that you would like for an intern to be there?
J – Atleast for 2-3 months, spending atleast 8 h per week

General questions
A – Last time you mentioned that the government has approached you to help them with integrated education in their schools.  Has that started?

J – Not yet. We are still waiting to get funding.

R – Does the Sarva Shikhsha Abhiyaan not provide funds?

J – Yes, but then the govt. will shy away from its responsibility and put it all on us.  Also, the govt. is more open to accepting our suggestions if we come up with our own funds.

R – What training program do you have for teachers and what qualifications do they need?

J – Atleast graduation. We are running a diploma for mental retardation education. Already trained 360 teachers on inclusive education and 40 new teachers are joining this year. We also have our in-house training.

R – You had mentioned earlier about orphans coming to your school? Can you elaborate?

J – Most of the kids have never left orphanage. The teachers that are currently preparing lesson plans for next year at our school are teaching the kids. 

R – Is this only for summer?

J – Yes. We are trying to give them training so as to motivate them to join schools. 

R – Is this only in Rajapark or at all schools

J – Currently all teachers are in one school where they prepare the materials together.

Proposal Clarifications

R – Typo in proposal about it being for home management program. Shouldn’t it be for Rajapark School?

J – Sorry that is a mistake.

R – Is the project advisor common to all schools?
J – Yes

R – We need an audit report since it has been 6 months since we sent our funds.

J – Will send it in 2-3 days.

R – There have been salary hikes since last year?

J – Yes. 10% increase.

R – We will let you know soon about our funding situation.
