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Night Care Center (NCC):
Manpower: 14 Full time caretakers, 4 health workers and 3 social workers together managed the 2 NCCs namely Kamthipura and Falk Land Road 
During the reporting period the centre wise average attendance of children at NCCs was:
NCC I (Kamathipura): 66
NCC II (Falkland Road): 70 
	December 2011
	NCC I Kamathipura 
	NCC II Falkland Road

	No. of new admissions in the month of December 2011
	7
	3

	No. of readmissions in the month of December 2011
	7
	4

	No. of children whose full medical check - up is pending in the month of December 2011.
	2
	0


Reasons for pending medical check up:
1. Some children were enrolled at the NCC in the last week of the month, thus their medical check up will be conducted in the following month. 
2. At times children also drop out after 2 days or a week. Hence this delays the medical check-up which then has to be conducted after the child returns.
3. Some mothers are undergoing counseling regarding the importance of a medical check up. This delays the process.
Doctors Visits: 
	Dates
	No of visits
	NCC II 
Falkland road and NCC I Kamathipura

	
	3
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	7/12/2011
	
	12
	14
	26

	14/12/2011
	
	18
	15
	35

	21/12/2011
	
	9
	14
	23


Treatment:
As per the admission procedure, in this month all the children who were newly enrolled in NCC II, & I have gone through preliminary medical check-up at Nair hospital . Any further follow ups are done at Sewri Hospital, Kasturba Hospital, Bachubhai ENT Hospital, JJ hospital and Kamathipura eye hospital. The Doctor regularly visits the Turbhe Vashi center every Wednesday. 
Children who were hyper active, bed-wetting & had other behavioral concern were referred to the visiting counselor and when needed, also referred to Dr. Anita Sukhwani, the psychiatrist.

	December 2011 
	No. Of children receiving treatment for TB
	Referred to a hospital for other treatment
	Ref to Child Guidance Clinic

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	Kamathipura
	3
	4
	7
	19
	17
	36
	25
	15
	40

	Falkland Rd. 
	1
	1
	2
	12
	15
	27
	29
	22
	51

	Children from Boarding Homes
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	20
	15
	35

	Total
	5
	5
	9
	32
	44
	76
	74
	52
	126


First Aid Facilities:
	First Aid 
	Kamathipura
	Falkland Rd. 

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	1st to 31st December 2011
	25
	15
	40
	23
	16
	39


Pulse Polio: 
The government health department did not organize a Pulse Polio Drive during the reporting period. 
Details of Life Skills Education Sessions conducted during this month
On 21st December a session was held with 14 children in the age group of 9 to 12 years. Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Vaishali Karande facilitated the session. The topic was Telling Lies Vs Speaking the Truth . The session began with a question on whether the participants lied. Every one answered in the positive. The facilitators then posed a question as to what made them lie. The participants quoted several reasons such as: getting their work done, to avoid studies, to get time for play, to avoid being punished after being naughty and the like. The facilitators then discussed regarding what solution could be arrived at by them for not lying. They also discussed their experiences with them in context with lying such as how some of them would indulge in physical fights and then blame others for the same. The participants decided that they will think about this and discuss the solutions during the next life skills session. 
Details of Mothers’ Meetings held during the month
On 27th December a mothers’ meeting was held at the Falkland Road centre. There were 40 women who attended the meeting. The topic was Family Planning. The reason why we felt that we needed to select this topic was because we were observing that there were many mothers who were bearing more than 2 children and finding it very difficult to raise their children.. Dr. Sumita Ghosh the Chief Medical Officer and her team from Family Welfare Training and Research Centre was the Resource Person. The points covered were: balanced diet; hygiene and family planning methods like Copper T, operation, oral contraceptive pills; how to avoid buying medicines across the counter and consulting a qualified doctor. The meeting covered how it was important to not have more than one child. We observed that the group was aware about most of the points that were being covered. It came out from the women during discussions that pharmacies located in the area were selling medicines without prescriptions. 
Health and other activities conducted during this month
1. On 3rd December we organized the annual event Dosti Anand Mela commemorating the World AIDS Day. This Mela includes activities that are educational and entertaining in nature. It is especially for prostituted women living in the red light areas and gives them a few hours of pure enjoyment and happiness. We collaborated with 5 NGOs working in the red light areas and put up stalls which had games and information providing activities. In all there were 13 stalls. There were 250 women who attended the event. The Peer Group performed a dance that spoke about the dangers of HIV/AIDS. The magician trainees performed magic tricks that had stories related to HIV/AIDS. The chief guests were: Ms. Sudha Talshingekar (Administrative Officer – Schools: C and D Ward), Mr. Tom Verner (Founder – Magicians Without Borders), Ms. Janet Fredericks (Mime artist and co-founder of Magicians Without Borders). We felicitated 4 women who came forth and disclosed their HIV status. These women also spoke about their experiences to the audience. There were 250 women from the 3 red light areas – Kamathipura, Falkland Road and Vashi-Turbhe who attended the event. Ms. Prachi Naik, Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Chaya Jagtap from Prerana coordinated the event. On the whole the event was successful and women seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves amidst the games, food and gifts. 
2. On 3rd December the Rakshak Collective set up a stall on hand washing during the Dosti Anand Mela event. They had expressed a wish to have a stall of their own through which they could impart some health related knowledge to the mothers. They decided that they will put up a stall on Hand Washing. There were 7 members who took charge of the stall. They demonstrated the hand washing process to everyone who visited the stall. Some of the visitors were their mothers and they were very glad and proud to see their children conducting the demonstrations. The Rakshaks were also happy to demonstrate for their mothers. 
3. On 3rd and 4th December and on 10th and 11th December Mr. Tom Verner and Ms. Janet Fredericks conducted the last leg of the magic training for the year 2011. The workshop included performances in other organizations like Asha Daan a shelter home for girls. The trainees learned new tricks and also practised the ones that they had already learned. Ms. Janet Fredericks is a mime artist and gave the trainees some tips on how they could use mime to dramatize their performance and enhance its entertainment value. 
4. On 6th December PSW conducted a health session for 22 children in the age group of 6 to 13 years at the Vashi-Turbhe centre. The session included providing information on the contents of a first aid box. PSW spoke about all the materials that go into a first aid box and explained the importance of the same to the children. Children liked the session and paid attention during the same. 
5. On 6th December there were 40 girls in the age group of 6 to 18 years who went for a get together at Nirvana Park organized by the Hiranandani Ladies Club Members. The members had organized activities and food and gifts for the girls. The girls enjoyed themselves thoroughly. Girls who were trained to be magicians were also part of this group and they performed some magic tricks for the Hiranandani Women’s club members.
6. On 8th December PSWs conducted health sessions at NCC 1 and NCC 2. The topic was Good Food Habits. There were 25 and 18 children respectively in the age group of 2 to 5 years who attended the sessions. PSWs touched upon points like: how to chew food properly and not to hurry while eating , washing of hands before eating, not to eat outside food, ill effects of not washing hands and not eating and chewing properly (like stomach disorders), how to wash hands (with reference to the Rakshak Collective’s session on hand washing) and indicating how advertisements related to hand washing were being shown on the television. The NCC supervisor assisted PSWs during the session. Children participated well in the session and made it interactive as well as lively. 
7. On 11th December Ms. Jill Beckingham wife of the British High Commissioner and Ms. Xx visited Prerana. Ms. Priti Patkar gave them an orientation on the magic training that was being conducted on the same day. The visitors met and interacted with Mr. Tom Verner and Ms. Janet Fredericks. Ms. XX had volunteered with a Mysore based NGO called Odanadi and she proposed that the trainees could visit the NGO at Mysore and perform for the children there. It was decided that planning for the same will be done considering the feasibility and logistical issues. Ms. Beckingham also suggested that some of the trainees could perform at a Mumbai based NGO called Mumbai Mobile Creches on 12th of December. There were 2 trainees who agreed to go for the same. 
8. On 12th December 2 magician trainees performed for children at a construction site where Mumbai Mobile Creches runs their interventions. They were well appreciated by the NGO representatives and children in the audience too enjoyed the performance. Mumbai Mobile Creches gave them an honorarium of Rs. 400 each which they have decided to incorporate into the Magic Club fund pool. 
9. On 14th December Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Chaya Jagtap attended a meeting in DB Marg police station on amendments to be made in the Atrocities against Women Prevention Act. The police personnel had invited NGO representatives and publishers so as to obtain inputs from them with regards to the Act. Inputs provided by a majority of groups were to provide awareness regarding the Act to the public. There was also a suggestion that this must be included in the syllabus in schools. 
10. On 15th December there were 30 MSW students from Karve Institute of Social Work who visited the Falkland Road centre. Ms. Aparna Dhopeshwarkar gave them an orientation to the organization. 
11. On 15th December we finally had to vacate our Kamathipura Centre. The building was in the process of being demolished. The contractors and the Municipal Corporation had already started demolishing parts of rooms allotted to us to such an extent that it had become impossible to store our things. A lot of our furniture and documents got damaged in the process. We shifted all our materials to our Falkland Road centre. 
12. On 14th December the Songbound activity – Prerana Choir began. There were 33 children who attended the session. Ms. Divya Ramani a trained playback singer volunteered to train Prerana children for the Choir. At the end of the session there were 6 children who decided to opt out of the activity. Ms. Suneetha E and Ms. Vaishali Karande coordinated the activity.
13. On 16th December there were 5 trainees (who are currently undergoing training in Food and Beverage Services and Housekeeping at Taj Lands’ End Hotel) from NCC 1 and NCC 2 who attended a session organized by Project Mainstream a NGO involved in vocational training for the under privileged Youth . The NGO had invited other NGO representatives along with beneficiaries to attend the orientation session. Ms. Ranjana Jadhav the social worker facilitated the session. One of our youth trainees spoke about his experiences at Taj which was well appreciated by the audience. The various training options provided by Project Mainstream were – driving, Computers, Mehendi, electrical and automobile repairing. 
14. On 16th December Ms. Sheetal Jadhav and Ms. Manjula Kulkarni attended a training organized by Bal Prafullata on how to be strengthen our skills related to outreach worker. The training included tips on how to mobilize different groups in a community and tips on activities that could be conducted to enhance the process. 
15. On 17th December there were 3 magician trainees who performed at the Science Mela organized by Our Children for boarding homes and shelters. They were given one hour for the performance and they performed 6 tricks. Three trainees from Naunihal – Prerana’s boarding home for girls performed magic tricks during the same event on 18th December. The girls put up a stall on the human respiratory system in which they had represented the topic through posters and a model. 
16. On 23rd December there were 50 students from Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar College for Social Work and Research located in Dhule. Ms. Mugdha Dandekar and Mr. Vilas Landge oriented them regarding Prerana and our activities. 
17. On 24th December we organized a Christmas party for the children from NCC 1, NCC 2 and NCC 3. The food was sponsored by Ms. Ambika Hiranandani. We also put up 2 game stalls for children. Each child also received a pouch which contained participating gifts. Ms. Ambika Hiranandani visited the Falkland Road centre and spent some time enjoying with them. There were 150 children from NCC 1 and NCC 2 who attended the party at Falkland Road and 46 children who attended the party at NCC 3. 
18. On 26th December Mrs. Priti Patkar facilitated a meeting on getting a perspective form the women on their Understanding of Rehabilitation for Women Victims of the Sex trade. She also informed them of the Supreme court Judgement and the upcoming meeting next week at the Maharashtra State Commission for Women. 12 women from Kamathipura and 14 from Falkland Road red light areas attended the meeting. 
19. On 27th December a session was conducted for the Rakshak Collective members. The topic was Care to be taken during Winter and Winter Illnesses. PSWs facilitated the session. The facilitators first held a discussion on what the participants knew about the topic. They covered points like: wearing scarves to cover ears, foods to be eaten that provide heat, about how warm water is provided at the NCC for children during winters, how one can suffer from cold, cough and throat infections, the necessity of using bed sheets to cover oneself and how to increase immunity so as to remain strong against illnesses and infections. After the session PSWs conducted a meeting with the Collective. They discussed points like: confirming dates for sharing the training information (they decided that they will be holding sessions for their class mates and other students in their schools as well as in the community) and future plans of the Collective. It came from the group that they should also be trained for a dance related to HIV/AIDS awareness like the Peer Group. There was a discussion on how they need to learn street play performance so as to enhance the quality of their work and spread their messages effectively. There was also a discussion on how they could receive training on HIV/AIDS and Anti Tobacco Campaigns and be involved in exposure visits to hospitals. 
20. On 27th December a mothers’ meeting was held at the Falkland Road centre. There were 40 women who attended the meeting. The topic was Family Planning. The reason why we felt that we needed to select this topic was because we were observing that there were many mothers who were bearing more than 2 children and finding it very difficult to raise them. Dr. Sumita Ghosh the Chief Medical Officer and her team from Family Welfare Training and Research Centre was the Resource Person. The points covered were: balanced diet; hygiene and family planning methods like Copper T, operation, oral contraceptive pills; how to avoid buying medicines across the counter and consulting a qualified doctor. The meeting covered how it was important to not have more than one child. We observed that the group was aware about most of the points that were being covered. It came out from the women during discussions that pharmacies located in the area were selling medicines without prescriptions. 
21. On 27th and 29th December 2 magician trainees from Naunihal our boarding home for girls – performed magic for children from Mumbai Mobile Creches. The girls were invited to their camp which was being held for the children beneficiaries of Mobile Creches. The venue was JJ Nursing Association Malad. The girls performed very well and were given Rs. 3000 per day for their efforts which they have decided to incorporate into the Magic Club fund pool. 
22. On 28th December PSWs conducted a health session for 14 children in the age group of 2 to 5 years and 16 children in the age group of 6 to 13 years. The topic was Winter Care. The session covered points like: wearing scarves to cover ears, foods to be eaten that provide heat, about how warm water is provided at the NCC for children during winters, how one can suffer from cold, cough and throat infections, the necessity of using bed sheets to cover oneself and how to increase immunity so as to remain strong against illnesses and infections.
23. On 28th December the Rakshak Collective conducted a session for their peers at NCC 1 centre. There were 30 children in the age group of 3 to 6 years who attended the session. On 29th December the Collective conducted the same session with 2 groups – 40 children in the age group of 6 to 14 years and 15 children in the age group of 2 to 5 years. The topic was Winter Care. The session was successfully facilitated by the Collective. They covered all the points on which they received training. 
24. On 30th December there were 7 volunteers who came from an NGO called Toy Bank and organized activities for children in the age group of 2 to 5 years and 6 to 14 years. The event was held in the Falkland Road centre. There were 120 children from NCC 1, NCC 2 and NCC 3 who participated in the activities. They conducted activities like story telling and action songs for the younger children and cap making for older children. Ms. Nilima Wakchaure and Ms. Chaya Jagtap from Prerana coordinated the event with Toy Bank representatives. They distributed toys among all the children in accordance with their ages. The activity started at 4:15 pm and ended at 6:15 pm. 
	

	
	[image: image2]


Posted: April 16th, 2012 under Prerana.
Comments: none | [e]
Vashi Turbhe Stories - Dec 2011

v\:* {behavior:url(#default#VML);}
o\:* {behavior:url(#default#VML);}
w\:* {behavior:url(#default#VML);}
.shape {behavior:url(#default#VML);}

/* Style Definitions */
table.MsoNormalTable
{mso-style-name:”Table Normal”;
mso-tstyle-rowband-size:0;
mso-tstyle-colband-size:0;
mso-style-noshow:yes;
mso-style-priority:99;
mso-style-qformat:yes;
mso-style-parent:”";
mso-padding-alt:0in 5.4pt 0in 5.4pt;
mso-para-margin-top:0in;
mso-para-margin-right:0in;
mso-para-margin-bottom:10.0pt;
mso-para-margin-left:0in;
line-height:115%;
mso-pagination:widow-orphan;
font-size:11.0pt;
font-family:”Calibri”,”sans-serif”;
mso-ascii-font-family:Calibri;
mso-ascii-theme-font:minor-latin;
mso-hansi-font-family:Calibri;
mso-hansi-theme-font:minor-latin;
mso-ansi-language:EN-IN;}

	

	
	[image: image3]


Night Care Center (NCC):
Manpower: 4 Full time caretakers, 1 trainee staff, 1 health workers and one team leader (shared bases) together managed NCC III. Two team members from Falkland Road centre have been mentoring the Vashi centre. They go to Vashi centre twice a month.
During the reporting period the centre wise average attendance of children in 
NCC III (Vashi Turbhe): 40
	December 2011
	NCCIII Vashi Turbhe

	No. of new admissions in the month of December 2011
	2

	No. of readmissions in the month of December 2011
	1

	No. of children whose full medical check - up is pending in the month of December 2011.
	0


.
Doctors Visits: 
	Dates
	NCC III
Turbhe Vashi

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	7/12/2011
	9
	23
	32

	13/12/2011
	8
	19
	27

	21/12/2011
	9
	21
	30

	27/12/2011
	9
	20
	29


Treatment:
As per the admission procedure, in this month all the children who were newly enrolled in NCC III, have gone through preliminary medical check-up at Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation hospital. The Doctor regularly visits the Turbhe Vashi center every Wednesday. 
	December 2011 
	No. Of children receiving treatment for TB
	Referred to a hospital for other treatment

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	Turbhe- Vashi
	0
	0
	0
	0
	12
	12


First Aid Facilities:
	First Aid 
	Turbhe Vashi

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	1st to 31st December 2011
	6
	8
	14


Pulse Polio: 
The government health department did not organize a Pulse Polio Drive during the reporting period. 
OTHER HEALTH ACTIVITIES
1. On 3rd December we organized the annual event Dosti Anand Mela commemorating the World AIDS Day. Most of the women who attended the Mela were form the Falkland Road and Kamathipura red-light area ,but there were about 20 women who had come from the Vashi Trube red-light area as well.This Mela included activities that are related to health awareness( educational) and entertaining in nature. It is especially for prostituted women living in the red light areas and gave them a few hours of pure enjoyment and happiness. We collaborated with 5 NGOs working in the red light areas and put up stalls which had games and information providing activities. In all there were 13 stalls. There were 250 women who attended the event. The Peer Group performed a dance that spoke about the dangers of HIV/AIDS. The magician trainees performed magic tricks that had stories related to HIV/AIDS. The chief guests were: Ms. Sudha Talshingekar (Administrative Officer – Schools: C and D Ward), Mr. Tom Verner (Founder – Magicians Without Borders), Ms. Janet Fredericks (Mime artist and co-founder of Magicians Without Borders). We felicitated 4 women who came forth and disclosed their HIV status. These women also spoke about their experiences to the audience. Ms. Prachi Naik, Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Chaya Jagtap from Prerana coordinated the event. On the whole the event was successful and women seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves amidst the games, food and gifts. 

2. On 6th December PSW conducted a health session for 22 children in the age group of 6 to 13 years at the Vashi-Turbhe centre. The session included providing information on the contents of a first aid box. PSW spoke about all the materials that go into a first aid box and explained the importance of the same to the children. Children liked the session and paid attention during the same. 

3. On 6th December there were 40 girls in the age group of 6 to 18 years who went for a get together at Nirvana Park organized by the Hiranandani Ladies Club Members. The members had organized activities and food and gifts for the girls. The girls enjoyed themselves thoroughly. The girls were from the Naunihal centre ,Vashi Turbhe, Kamthipura and Falkland road centers.

4. On 16th December Ms. Sheetal Jadhav and Ms. Manjula Kulkarni attended a training organized by Bal Prafullata on strengthening skills related to community outreach work. The training included tips on how to mobilize different groups in a community and tips on activities that could be conducted to enhance the process. 

5. On 24th December we organized a Christmas party for the children from NCC 1, NCC 2 and NCC 3. The food was sponsored by Ms. Ambika Hiranandani. We also put up 2 game stalls for children. Each child also received a pouch which contained participating gifts. Ms. Ambika Hiranandani visited the Falkland Road centre and spent some time enjoying with them. There were 150 children from NCC 1 and NCC 2 who attended the party at Falkland Road and 46 children who attended the party at NCC 3. 

Case Study 
File No. xxx
NIK:
Age: 3yrs

DOA: 12.2009

First Checkup: 18.3.2010

Pediatric Checkup: 8.3.2010

Language/s: Bangla/Kannada 

Address: KK Road, Turbhe Store, Vashi, New Mumbai. 

NIK’s mother shared with PSW that she came on her own to Mumbai. In the beginning when NIK was admitted she used to cry a lot at the centre. After 10 days she started adjusting in the centre. Her mother leaves her as well as comes to take her from the centre. NIK’s mother also sometimes comes early to observe her daughter in the Balwadi . Her mother takes good care of her. Her mother always dresses her in neat and clean clothes. Mostly she is dressed in orange color clothes. Sometimes her mother buys biscuits for her. Her first medical checkup was done on 18th March2010. All her medical reports were normal. She plays a lot with toys at the centre. She eats well and her health is also good. Sometimes she comes with Prerana staff to the NCC.

NIK can read a few numbers and letters from the charts displayed in Balwadi . NIK likes to draw and create images using pulse grains (fine motor skills development activity). She likes to eat sheera, chikki, idli-sambhar, and boiled eggs. She received a small pack of talcum powder as part of the star system (behavior modification activity) in December 2010.

NIK is friends with S (413) and R (412). They hang out with each other. She participated in the summer camp activities ( May 2011) and secured the 1st place in the running race. In the month of December 2011her mother had taken NIK to Gulbarga in Karnataka. On her return to the NCC we spotted big boil/apses on her hip. This boil was shown to the visiting Doctor at the centre who prescribed her medicines and towards the end of the month the wound had started healing. 
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Prerana Post:
At the start of the New Year 2012, we decided to dedicate a Post to all those wonderful people who visited us in the last quarter of the past year and touched the lives of our beneficiaries in ways more than one; encouraging us and assisting us in our endeavor towards ensuring the rights of children affected by commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking. Following is a brief report on their visits to Prerana from October 2011 to December 2011. 

October, 2011

ü Chef Sita Ram Petwal and Chef Ravindra Bhatt both from the prestigious institution Hotel Taj Lands End, Bandra, Mumbai visited Prerana’s Naunihal Centre, Kharghar and as part of the ‘Joy of Giving Week’.conducted a session on ‘Nutrition and Hygiene’ for the staff from our crèches, night care centres, and kitchens. 

ü Ms. Swati Thakur of Taj Lands End, Bandra visited Prerana’s Naunihal Centre for conducting a session on ‘Personality Development for our female beneficiaries (adolescents and youth). This too was a part of the ‘Joy of Giving’ Week. 

ü Mr. Ravindra Wadkar, District Agricultural Officer visited Prerana’s Naunihal Centre for gathering basic information on the activities of Naunihal 

ü The Thomson Reuters Team composed of Philip, James, Priyanka, Andrew, Grace, Jon, and Ryan visited various centres of Prerana as part of their ongoing data management project with Prerana. 

ü Ms. Uma Ghatak of the Lions Club of Upvan, Thane made a visit to Prerana’s Naunihal Centre to donate Diwali gifts for the resident girls. 

ü On 20th October 2011 Mr.John Shumlansky the Country Representative of Cathalic Relief Sercises visited the Naunihal centre at Kharghar. He interacted with Mrs. Priti Patkar to understand the work of Prerana especially the assistance to vicitms of trafficking and to those vulnerable to trafficking such as the children of prostitued women living in the redlight areas. Mr. Shumlansky also interacted with the visiting team from Thomson and Reuters. 
ü Mr. Venkatesh, Mr. Ulhas, Ms. Tejaswini, and Ms. Nadkarni of Safar-I-Create team visited Prerana’s Naunihal Centre over a period of three days and whereby the conducted a workshop for our young beneficiaries (boys and girls aged 15 years and above from across Prerana’s Centres). The workshop titled ‘Aspiring Entrepreneurship Workshop’ was graced by Ms. Jyoti Mhapsekar of Stree Mukti Sanghatna as the chief guest on the final day. 

November, 2011

ü Ms. Janet Genoud and Ms. Francine Kandaouroff from ASSKAM, Switzerland visited Naunihal, Kamathipura and the Falkland Road redlight area Night Care Centres. They stayed in Naunihal from the 9th to the 14th of November, interacted with the children, played with them and also particiapted in their monthly birthday celebrations giving away the Star System prizes (Behaviour Modification Gifts)

ü Mrs. Archana Patil a local resident volunteer visited Prerana’s Naunihal Centre where she spent time with the resident girls teaching them the art of rangoli. 

ü Mrs. and Mr. Menon of Ammada Trust Mumbai visited Naunihal in relation to the educational sponsorships for the resident girls.

ü Five students from the Tata Institute of Social Sciences visited Prerana’s Falkland Road Centre through Mr. Harish Sadani. These students who are in their first year of Masters in Social Work were understanding the issue of trafficking and thus visited Prerana to get an orientation to the work of Prerana. 

ü As part of our annual Children’s Day celebrations, an Eye Camp was held at Prerana’s Falkland Road Centre for our beneficiaries from the Falkland Road and Kamathipura redlight areas in collaboration with Bachchubhai Hospital. A total of 85 children benefitted from the Camp The hospital had sent a team of a doctor and 3 assistants for the Camp. 
ü Visitors from Indicorps visited Prerana for a genral orientation with regards to the work that Prerana is doing. Ms. Aparna Dhopeshwarkar coordinated their visit. 
ü A group of 15 students of Masters in Social Work and 3 professors from the Vimla College of Social Work, Thrissur visited Prerana’s Falkland Road Centre. Ms. Preeti Iyer gave them orientation regarding the work and activities. The group was quite enthusiastic and asked several questions related to the red light areas and the children therein.
ü In the month of November, a meeting of Civil Society Organizations was held at Prerana’s Falkland Rd Centre. Ten CSOs such as, Apne Aap, Navjeevan, Bombay Teen Challenge, Salvation Army, Oasis – Aruna, Prem Kiran, Sahara, Population Services International (PSI), SAI, and CCDT mostly working in the Kamathipura, Falkland Road, Vashi-Turbhe and Sonapur redlight areas attended the meeitng. They discussed the recent Order by the Supreme Court of India on rehabilitation of prostituted women, issuing of ration cards for them. The yalso deliberated on the scope for collaboration and networking in face of the fast changing nature of the Mumbai red light areas. 
ü Ms. Divya Ramani, a playback singer visited Prerana’s Falkland Rd Centre. She is part of a venture called Songbound which is conceptualized by a British musician named Joseph Walters. Songbound looks at creating Children’s Choir Collectives. The project involves collaboration with several CSOs. A voice coach is assigned to each CSO who will train the groups. This voice coach is a professional singer. Ms. Ramani had been assigned to Prerana under the same arrangement. 
ü Ms. Joan Cook of Salaam Balak Trust visited Prerana’s Naunihal and made a presentation to Ms. Priti Patkar and Ms. Saumya Bahuguna on ‘The Career Project’ talking about a possible collaboration between Prerana and Salaam Balak Trust through which the Prerana’s beneficiaries can undertake vocational training programs being offered through Salaam Balak Trust. 

December, 2011

ü Ms. Smita Kale, Member, Child Welfare Committee of Raigad district, Karjat visited Prerana’s Naunihal Centre for a surprise visit twice in the month of December 2011. On her second visit, she was accompanied by Ms. Mangala Limbukar a member of the CWC, Raigad district.

ü Mr. Tom Verner and Ms. Janet Fredericks visited Prerana over two weekends in December teaching magic and mime to the members of Prerana’s Magic Club from across Prerana’s various centres. 

ü Ms. Jill Beckingham – wife of the British High Commissioner Mumbai and Ms.Bally Sappal visited Prerana’s Falkland Rd centre. Ms. Priti Patkar gave them an orientation on the magic training that was being conducted on the same day. The visitors met and interacted with Mr. Tom Verner and Ms. Janet Fredericks. Ms.Bally Sappal had volunteered with a Mysore based CSO named Odanadi Seva Trust (OST). She proposed that the trainees could visit the the OST at Mysore and perform shows for the children in care of OST. It was decided that planning for the same will be done considering the feasibility and logistical issues. Ms. Beckingham also suggested that some of the trainees could perform at a Mumbai based CSO called Mumbai Mobile Creches on 12th of December. 
ü 30 students of Masters in Social Work from the Karve Institute of Social Work visited Prerana’s Falkland Rd Centre. Ms. Aparna Dhopeshwarkar of Prerana gave them an orientation. 
ü 50 students from Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar College for Social Work and Research located in Dhule district of Maharashtra visited Prerana’s Falkland Road Centre. Ms. Mugdha Dandekar and Mr. Vilas Landge both from Prerana oriented them on Prerana’s activities. 
ü Seven volunteers from ‘Toy Bank’ visited Prerana’s Falkland Road Centre where they organized activities for children in the age groups of 2 to 5 and 6 to 14 years. Around 120 children from 3 of Prerana’s Night Care Centres participated in it. Toy Bank volunteers conducted activities like story-telling and action songs for the younger children and cap making for older children. Ms. Nilima Waghchaure and Ms. Chaya Jagtap from Prerana coordinated this event. 
ü Ms. Joan Cook and Ms. Rinsa Perapadan from Salam Balak Trust visited Prerana’s Naunihal project at Kharghar and conducted an interactive session with our young female beneficiaries
(aged 15 years and above and from across Prerana’s various centres) on ‘The Career Project’. They spoke about the difference between a job and a career, the steps towards building a career, and the various vocational training programs being offered through The Career Project which the girls could undertake as one more step towards building a career for themselves. 
ü Ms. Constance from Catholic Relief Services visited Prerana’s Falkland Rd Centre for a periodic assessment of some of the activities related to Prerana’s Anti Trafficking Centre. 

Inputs by: 

Ms. Preeti Iyer

Ms. Savita Nitnavre

Ms. Priti Patkar

Ms. Saumya Bahuguna
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Sing along with the Prerana Choir…
Music unites people across continents. It orients children on the path of harmony besides giving them expression. For the children served by Prerana it also offers solace and expanded horizons. Prerana’s children are now getting ready to lead the Prerana Choir.
Ms. Jill Beckingham, wife of the British High Commissioner and a staunch supporter of Prerana recommended Prerana to Mr. Joseph Walters from London. Mr. Joseph a vocalist, a musician specializing in French Horn and other musical instruments, a regular performer at the prestigious National Centre for Performing Arts (NCPA), Mumbai for the past 10 years, and the creator of a venture SONGBOUND wanted to listen to some of Prerana’s children sing. He visited Prerana in October 2011. He believed that Prerana’s children could create a Prerana Choir and perform on various platforms through SONGBOUND. 
After the visit in end of November he sent his project coordinator Ms. Sneha Sundaram, to visit Prerana. Ms. Preeti Iyer of Prerana coordinated her visit.
SONGBOUND decided to place a voluntary Choir Leaders with Prerana for the project. The Choir Leader will spend one day in a week with the Choir and teach the children the basics of music and singing. Once the Prerana Choir has been trained and honed SONGBOUND would give them the opportunity to perform live with national and international musicians. SONGBOUND also agreed to help Prerana organize fund raising events through the Prerana Choir if needed. 
Ms. Divya Ramani a qualified software engineer who in the past worked full time with Infosys, and who had training in Carnatic music, now a full time playback singer and one of the Choir Leaders of SONGBOUND chose to be associated with Prerana on the project. Ms. Ramani visited Prerana for an orientation session on the 6th December 2011. Ms. Preeti Iyer coordinated her visit. It was then decided that Ms. Ramani will take singing sessions every Wednesday at Prerana’s Falkland Road Night Care Centre. 14th December was confirmed as the day for the first session.
On 14th December 2011 the opening session was attended by 33 Prerana children between 7 and 18 years. Prerana staffer Ms Vaishali coordinated the session while Ms. Suneeta became the translator. Ms. Ramani assessed children’s voice quality and pitching besides giving them certain fundamentals of music. In the end 6 out of 33 children opted out and the others decided to continue. It was decided to have 8 to 10 more sessions to finalize the members of Prerana Choir.
DNA Campaign against child sexual exploitation: 
Mr. Pravin Patkar was invited by DNA the English daily for a consultative meet on 24th November 2011at its office in Mumbai to discuss the possibility of undertaking an year long campaign against child sexual exploitation on the platform of DNA. The meeting resulted in a positive decision of launching the campaign. A team to provide consultative back up for the upcoming campaign has been formed by DNA. Mr. Patkar has conveyed his consent to be on the consultative team. 
Inputs and Edited by:
Ms Preeti Iyer 
Pravin Patkar 
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Night Care Center (NCC):
Manpower: 4 Full time caretakers, 1 trainee staff, 1 health workers and one team leader (shared bases) together managed NCC III. Two team members from Falkland Road centre have been mentoring the Vashi centre. They go to Vashi centre twice a month.

During the reporting period the centre wise average attendance of children in 

NCC III (Vashi Turbhe): 39

	November 2011
	NCCIII Vashi Turbhe

	No. of new admissions in the month of November 2011
	4

	No. of readmissions in the month of November 2011
	1

	No. of children whose full medical check - up is pending in the month of November 2011.
	1


Reasons for pending medical check up:
1. Some children were enrolled at the NCC in the last week of the month, thus their medical check up will be conducted in the following month. 

2. At times children also drop out after 2 days or a week. Hence this delays the medical check-up which then has to be conducted after the child returns.

3. Some mothers are undergoing counseling regarding the importance of a medical check up. This delays the process.

Doctors Visits: 

	Dates
	NCC III
Turbhe Vashi

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	2/11/2011
	10
	12
	22

	9/11/2011
	8
	12
	20

	14/11/2011
	10
	14
	24

	22/11/2011
	13
	18
	31

	30/11/2011
	8
	15
	23


Treatment:
As per the admission procedure, in this month all the children who were newly enrolled in NCC have gone through preliminary medical check-up at Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation hospital. Any further follow ups are done at Sewri Hospital, Kasturba Hospital, JJ hospital and Kamathipura eye hospital. The Doctor regularly visits the Turbhe Vashi center every Wednesday. 

Children who were hyper active, bed-wetting & had other behavioral concern were referred to the visiting counselor and when needed also referred to Dr. Anita Sukhwani, the psychiatrist.

	November 2011 
	No. Of children receiving treatment for TB
	Referred to a hospital for other treatment
	Ref to Child Guidance Clinic

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	Turbhe- Vashi
	0
	0
	0
	4
	2
	6
	0
	0
	0


First Aid Facilities:
	First Aid 
	Turbhe Vashi

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	1st to 30th November 2011
	12
	15
	27


Pulse Polio: 
	Pulse Polio 
	Turbhe Vashi

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	13/11/2011
	12
	13
	25


OTHER ACTIVITIES
· On 12 November a session on First Aid was conducted for children between the age group of 6 and 14 . In all 16 children attended this session. Information on how to give First Aid was shared with the group and the group got an orientation to the First Aid box kept in the centre. This session was facilitated by Ms Manjula l and Ms Baby , the study class teacher.
· 15 children from the centre but up a street play depicting the services available at the Prerana centre. The children accompanied by the staff put up this play in the community on the 18 of November . This was followed by outreach by the team.
· On 13th November Pulse Polio camp was held by the Government Health Post. The team went to the community with the staff of the Health Post and covered children for Pulse Polio.
· On 25th November an NGO meeting was held at the Falkland Road centre. There were 26 participants including Prerana staff who attended this meeting. These participants were from 10 NGOs working in the Kamathipura, Falkland Road, Vashi-Turbhe and Sonapur red light areas. The NGOs were: Apne Aap, Navjeevan, Bombay Teen Challenge, Salvation Army, Oasis – Aruna, Prem Kiran, Sahara, Population Services International (PSI), SAI and CCDT. The issues discussed pertained to an order by Supreme Court related to rehabilitation of prostituted women, issuing of ration card for women and scope for collaboration and networking in face of the changing trends in the red light areas. The meeting was a success and it emerged that another meeting will be conducted in January 2012 as a follow-up meeting. 
Case Study 
Name: Rul Ghosh 

File No.: 425

D.O.B: 10/9/2004

Age: 7 years

Date of admission: 4/7/2011

First medical checkup at NMMC: 21/7/2011 

Pediatric Checkup: 4/7/2011

Mother’s Name: Rku Ghosh

Mother Tongue: Bengali

Present Address: KK road, Turbhe store, Vashi, New Mumbai.

Child’s behavior:

RUL is well adjusted and behaved well in the NCC. He was enrolled in the school but he would not attend school at all due to the language barrier he faced. We had to regularly follow up with him and also give him extra attention in the study class so that he would learn Hindi and subsequently also pick up Marathi. 

Immediately after RUL’s admission to the NCC his medical checkup was done and his X ray, CBC, ESR and Mount test were all negative and were normal. He regularly attends school now and also the study class. He is now very fond of studying that he also attends the Balawdi class in the mornings.
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MONTHLY REPORT
REPORTING PERIOD: 1st OCTOBER TO 31st OCTOBER 
REPORT PREPARED BY: PREETI IYER AND ARUNA KATKAR
INPUTS FROM: ARUNA KATKAR, SUNEETHA.E, VAISHALI KARANDE, APARNA DHOPESHWARKAR, PRACHI NAIK AND MANJULA KULKARNI, SAUMYA BAHUGUNA,PRITI PATKAR
Details of Life Skills Education Sessions conducted during this month
On 12th October a life skills session was held with 14 children in the age of group of 9 to 12 years. Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Vaishali Karande facilitated the session. The topic was a follow up on the previous session. It was in furtherance to the discussion on self-centredness. Prior to the session, the facilitators discussed the concept with our in-house counsellor, Ms. Trupti Shelke. The facilitators gave her a brief update on what had been done, they understood the nuances of the concept and ideated on how to take the concept further and then close it appropriately. The session began with a recap of the previous session. There was a healthy discussion on how self-centredness can be used to one’s as well as others’ advantage. The group was very absorbed in the discussion and there was a healthy as well as a lively cum serious interaction on the concept. Children came up with examples of how to utilize self-centredness to our advantage. As quoted by one of them, “at times when I am in class my friends make noise and disturb me. I am not able to concentrate on what the teacher is saying. Then I would also join them and all of us would be involved in making noise. But now I feel I ought to get them to keep quiet and concentrate in class rather than join them in making noise. That way I will benefit and so will they.” The session ended with a summarizing and wrap up of the concept of self-centredness. 
Details of Mothers’ Meetings held during the month
On 19th October a mothers’ meeting was held by the Institutional Placement Program team for mothers whose children have been enrolled in boarding homes. There were 40 women who attended the meeting. Ms. Aparna Dhopeshwarkar and Ms. Prachi Naik and Mrs Priti Patkar facilitated the meeting. The points discussed were: bringing children home for vacations with appropriate documentation, governments changing rules about sending children home for vacation, savings bank accounts opening and not depositing their aadmis’ money into their accounts and taking care of children while they come home for vacations. The meeting was more of a revision of rules and regulations and discussion on when mothers could bring their respective children home. The facilitators pointed out that the Child Welfare Committee was insisting that all mothers, whose children were placed in boarding homes, need to open a savings account; the reason being that since their children were in a safe and protective shelter hence they could save the money that they would otherwise have spent on their children. 
Health and other activities conducted during this month
1. On 2nd October a stress management workshop was held for 30 youths from 10th, 11th, 12th and those students who will be appearing for 10th exams through National Institute of Open Schools (NIOS). The session was facilitated by Ms. Trupti Shelke who is also Prerana’s in house Counsellor. Ms. Shelke covered several points like time management, meditation, preparation of a time table, how to overcome challenges and how to improve concentration. Participants liked the session and gave us positive feedback regarding the same. 
2. On 3rd October we organized an event wherein we got the Civil Supplies Minister, Mr. Anil Deshmukh to distribute ration cards to women living in the red light area of Kamathipura. This process was a component of our fight for the rights of prostituted women living in the red light areas of Mumbai. We were able to convince the Minister regarding the benefits of this step and a result of that was this event. There was a huge amount of press coverage and over 100 women were present for the event. The Minister distributed cards to 50 women 
The programme jointly organized by Ministry of Rationing, Civil Supplies, and Consumer Protection, Govt of Maharashtra & PRERANA, as the 1st phase. To be followed up by camps to issue ration cards to the remaining women of Kamathipura, FAlkland Rd. and subsequently to those in the rest of the state in collaboration with the network members of Prerana.

Prerana was the first organization in India to get ration cards issued to the prostituted women of Kamathipura red light area in the year 1986/7 by overcoming the technical hitch of their inability to mention their occupation and furnish a proof of their residence. 

Subsequently, Prerana was successful in getting the State Government of Maharashtra to pass a GR directing the various departments and government agencies to issue ration cards to such women without asking for any proof of residence. Most women then were issued ration cards. This was in response to the suggestion of the Central Advisory Committee a national advisory body of which Prerana was a member. Then the process slowed down and stopped as there were fresh difficulties in the way arising out of concerns of internal security and a heavy illegal migration from Bangladesh.

http://www.thehindu.com/news/states/other-states/article2509794.ece
3. On 4th October, on occasion of the Joy of Giving Week, 2 chefs from Taj Lands End Hotel conducted a cooking session for the NCC staff of Prerana. The session was held at our centre in Kharghar called Naunihal. The chefs taught sago kheer, upma, daal, plain paranthas, alu paranthas, potato wada and omelette. The NCC staff loved the session and enjoyed themselves. Although they have been preparing sago kheer for over 15 years now, this session helped them understand the recipe from a different perspective. The chefs gave them some useful tips that could be used while cooking, preparation and serving. There were 15 staff who attended the session. 
4. On 4th October a session on Grooming was held for 35 girls from Kamathipura, Falkland Road, Vashi-Turbhe and Naunihal. The session was held by representatives from Taj Lands End Hotel. The session covered several aspects like: behaviour, body language, dressing, presentation and the like. The girls liked the session and asked several questions related to how they could present themselves. The Taj representatives gave them useful and practical tips on how to enhance their personality. 
5. On 5th October a health session was conducted in NCC 1, NCC 2 and NCC 3. The topic was Bathing. PSWs facilitated the session with help from the NCC staff. They used posters as audio visual aids. The age group was 3 to 5 years. There were 30, 15 and 15 children respectively who attended the session. The points covered were as follows: importance of bathing, how it prevents skin diseases, use of medicinal soaps like lifebuoy while bathing, wiping the body with a clean towel, scrubbing well while bathing and bathing every day. Children liked the session. They discussed how not bathing regularly leads to body odour and skin diseases. 
6. On 7th October 5 members from the Lions Club of Queensway, Mumbai visited Prerana. They donated a gas stove, 12 sleeping mats, 2 thermos flasks and 2 sets of tea-cups (24 cups). 
7. On 7th October a session was held with the Child-to-Child Brigade, Rakshak Collective. A few members of the Collective had attended the grooming session at Kharghar that was held by representatives from Taj Lands End Hotels. We asked them to share the experiences with the rest of the group. The point on presentation was stressed upon and it was discussed that eventually the Collective will have to present plays and skits in the community for which these tips will come in handy. The session basically was a discussion on how best to convey health related messages through interactive media. There were 25 children who attended the session. 
8. On 15th October a stress management session was held for children from 8th and 9th standards. This session was facilitated by Ms. Trupti Shelke and there were 12 who attended the session. Ms. Shelke covered points like importance of meditation, time management and how to overcome challenges while preparing for exams. Children liked the session and asked several questions related to time management and preparation of a time table. 
9. On 14th October a Hand Washing Event was held at our Vashi-Turbhe centre. We conducted this event in collaboration with Hindustan Lever Ltd. The program lasted for 2 hours and included games and activities to signify the importance of Hand washing. There were 56 children who attended the event. There was a drawing competition, drama depiction, quiz show and action songs. There were 7 members who came from Hindustan Lever and conducted the event. Ms. Manjula Kulkarni was the coordinator from Prerana for this event. This activity was held to commemorate the occasion of Global Hand Washing Day which is celebrated every year on the 15th of October all over the world. The event was organized to drive home the importance of using soap for washing the hands and importance of having clean hands before eating. At the end of the event everyone present including the children took a pledge that they will wash hands with soap and water and before they eat. They mutually agreed to become Hand Washing Ambassadors. They gave participation certificates to everyone who was present for the event. All children were given Lifebuoy soap at the end of the event. 
10. From 17th to 21st October, 6 members from Thomson Reuters spent a week at Prerana as part of a staff development program (of Thomson Reuters) called Generate. This program recognizes high potential employees working for Thomson Reuters in different countries and brings them together to assess as to how well they function within a diverse group. This collaboration was facilitated by Dasra and Impact International was the organization that was the bridge between Thomson Reuters and us. Prior to this visit we had already been communicating with them regarding potential projects that they could do for Prerana. We decided to focus on Data Management as the key project. The team members were from: Dubai, Beijing, Nottingham (UK), New York, Barcelona and Minnesota (USA). The week starting from 17th saw intensive and fruitful interactions between the Prerana Team and the Generate Team. It also included visits to Kamathipura and Falkland Road red light areas, the Child Welfare Committee in Dongri and our centre in Kharghar. The Generate Team was extremely touched by their experience. As quoted by one of them, from Beijing, on the last day: “I have been thinking all this while that you have been saying ‘angel’ and now I realized that you have been saying ‘NGO’ but I feel that you all are truly angels for the kind of work that you have been doing for all these years.” The Rakshak Collective interacted with the Generate Team and one of the team members from Nottingham, quoted: “Having met the children, there is no way I would have been able to tell that they experience such hardship at home without being told. They are happy, confident, quick to engage in conversation, all in no small part because of the care and support offered by Prerana. I was totally impressed when they gave their talk on hygiene and sanitation and could really feel the sense of pride, both from the children in what they were doing, but also from the Prerana team watching them.”
11. In collaboration with ICreate we conducted a Mini MBA program for 25 youths of Prerana. The program duration was from 17th October to 20th October. It was held at our centre in Kharghar called Naunihal. The program was residential for girls while boys were required to complete it on a day-to-day basis. The group was a mixed one and displayed tremendous energy and enthusiasm for the program. The program covered basics of management like: financial management, marketing, human resources, operations and planning. The participants were divided into groups and required to develop a business plan which they were to present on the last day. The group worked hard on their plans. The members from the Generate Team happened to visit Naunihal on 20th October and 2 of them were requested to judge the business plans. Ms. Jyoti Mapsekar, Founder of Stree Mukti Sanghatana, was the third judge. The businesses planned by the group were: Dance Academy, Vegetable Store, Wada Pav Stall, Chinese Food Stall and Art Shop. The winning plan was Wada Pav Stall and the team received wrist watches prizes. Mr. Venkat and Ms. Tejaswini were the Facilitators from Icreate. The Generate Team members were highly impressed by the performance. As quoted by one of them, from Barcelona, who judged them: “Their plans were well researched and impressively professional, a full credit to the dedication and the effort of the children and of the teacher and helpers.” As quoted by another Generate team member, from Nottingham: “I was absolutely blown away by the confidence radiating from all the girls and boys presenting their business cases, and deeply touched by the euphoria and group spirit demonstrated when the winners were announced – such pride in their own and each other’s work. What really stood out for me though was when several children spontaneously stood up in front of the group to thank the Prerana team and the AEW instructor for giving them the opportunity to do the course. I can say with total honesty that I never would have had the confidence to do that in front of my class mates at school at that age, and is testament to the confidence of the children and the sense of warmth between them instilled by the Prerana team.”
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/article2566300.ece
12. On 20th October members of the Child to Child Brigade, Rakshak Collective conducted a session on Safe Diwali for children from Kamathipura and Falkland Road centres. There were 40 and 60 children respectively who attended the session. The facilitators covered points like: wearing cotton clothes while bursting crackers, how to maintain moderation while bursting crackers, not to spend money on buying excess crackers, hazard of cracker smoke to the environment and the health and the like. Children liked the session and discussed on how they will try not to burst too many crackers during Diwali. 
13. On 21st October the Child-to-Child Brigade, Rakshak Collective conducted a health awareness event in the Kamathipura and Falkland Road red light areas. They took the message of Safe Diwali to all the women and children in the red light areas. There were 30 members who participated in the event. They divided themselves into small groups and went all over the red light area passing on the message on a house-to-house basis as well as to people whom they met on the streets. 
14. On 21st October children from Kamathipura and Falkland Road centres were involved in painting lamps for Diwali. PSWs purchased plain clay lamps which children decorated with paints, glitter and sequins. The lamps looked beautiful when placed together. Girls were also involved in making henna designs for each other. 
15. On 22nd October 50 girls from Kamathipura, Falkland Road and Vashi-Turbhe went for a visit to Rodas International an ecotel (eco-friendly hotel) in Hiranandani Gardens, Powai. There were 4 Prerana staff who accompanied them. The invitation was extended to celebrate an eco-friendly Diwali. The girls along with citizens and members of the Young Environmentalists as well as the Rodas Green team drew colourful messages on a giant grafitti wall installed in the epicenter of the mega shopping malls and supermarkets around Powai, in the heart of Powai thus pulling not only heart and eco strings but also gently requesting revellers to stay away from buying poisonous gaseous crackers. The girls enjoyed the visit. A reporter from the Times of India Group interviewed 4 girls. 
16. In the month of October 2011, Ms. Saumya Bahuguna from Prerana was invited for conducting sessions on ‘International Conventions and Laws Related to Trafficking’ and ‘Programs and Policies to Combat Human Trafficking’ at the Jawaharlal Nehru Police Training Academy in Sagar, Bhopal. The week long training was training for trainers organized by the Ministry of HRD and BPR&D. Police personnel from across the country attended this training. Ms. Bahuguna presented the role of the Advisory Body in this training while talking about the said provisions on the anti trafficking law as well as the provisions in the law to combat trafficking.
CASE HISTORIES
File no: 1532
Name of the child: RI KAJ Khatun 
Date of birth: 09/07/2003
Sex: Female
Native place: West Bengal
Mother’s name: KAJ
Mother tongue: Bengali
Language known: Bengali, Hindi
Present address: Marwadi chawl, 1st Floor, 14th Lane, Kamathipura.
Date of admission: 16/03/2009
First medical check up at Nair hospital: 19/03/2009.
Weight: 20 Kgs
Mother’s History: (as told by mother)
As narrated to us by KAJ, She was married and then separated from her husband as he married another woman. She used to stay with her parents. She has a brother and a sister. KAJ had to come to Mumbai as her father expired and her family’s financial position worsened. KAJ’s friend was in the flesh trade in Kamathipura and she invited her to working Mumbai and KAJ realised that it was the fleshtrade after landing up in Mumbai. Her parents are under the impression that she works at a company in Mumbai. She has been living in the city for 4 years now. 
About the Child: 
RI was regular at school, NCC and study class from the beginning. She passed her 2nd standard exams and secured a B grade. She is now(2011-12)in 3rd standard. 
She attended the month long summer camp ( May 2010)and the educational visits that were conducted through the camp and afterwards. Her mother was planning to get her enrolled in a boarding school. She accompanied her brother Ali Hu (File no. 1533) to the NCC. Her best friends are PK Gouda (File no. 655) and Jy Kamble (File no. 870). 
RI attended the sports day which were conducted on 24th May. 
RI was diagnosed with Jaundice in the month of April and her mother got her treated by a natural healer. She became well through this therapy. Her mother flatly refused when we asked her to follow-up with the case at Nair Hospital. 
In June 2011 during a general counselling session RI informed the counsellor that her mother’s aadmi was misbehaving with her (touching her private parts). The Counsellor discussed this with PSWs. PSWs and the Counsellor spoke to RI about this and then to RI’s mother too. RI’s mother heard us out and requested us to keep the child in a boarding school. She also consented to keeping Riya at the NCC for 24 hours. RI stayed for one day at the centre in July. The next day she went home from school and did not come back to the centre. When we followed up she flatly refused to stay at the centre for 24 hours since she was missing her friends whom she could get to meet only in the evenings. Her mother also consented to her and did not force her to stay for 24 hours at the NCC. We discussed with her mother regarding being on high alert when RI was at home. She agreed to take good care of RI. RI continued to attend the NCC. 
On 11th July we took RI to Nair Hospital for a general check-up. She was diagnosed as TB positive and her AKT commenced (as per doctor’s prescription) on 5th September 2011. The NCC staff followed up with her medication as well as her special diet of milk and eggs on a regular basis. Her mother was very cooperative throughout the entire process. When RI went home on holidays her mother followed up with the medication regime and diet very meticulously.
File no: 988 
Name of the child: Arch Vla Kamble 
Date of birth: 05/9/2001 -Sex: F
Native place: Mugaked, Aurangabad 
Mother’s name: Vla 
Mother tongue: Marathi 
Language known: Marathi and Hindi 
Present address: Room no 38, 1st Floor, Musa Chawl, 12th Lane, Kamathipura 
Date of admission: 5/ 03/ 2003 
Medical check up at Nair hospital: 2/07/2011
Weight: 24.1 kg
Height: 3.5 inches
Mother’s History: (as told by mother): 
Vla has been living in Mumbai for the last 15 years. She was brought by a woman who promised to find her a job as a domestic worker. The woman sold her for Rs 10000/- to a brothel keeper. Vla was married but her husband is dead. Her parents are not aware about her being in the flesh trade. 
About the Child: 
Arch started attending the Kamathipura NCC from 2nd June 2011. Her re – medical was done on 2nd July 2011. Her tests ensued till the 15th of July and she was diagnosed as TB positive. On 16th July 2011 all the reports were shown to Doctor and her AKT treatment was started on the same day. Her medication was for 6 months. This was explained to Arch mother Vla . Vla mentioned that she has commenced on Arch institutionalisation procedure through Apne Ape so as to enrol her in CCDT’s Badlapur shelter home. Her medical check up was done in a private dispensary by Apne Aap NGO representatives and all her reports were normal. PSWs requested Vla to bring photocopies of the medical papers but she did not bring the same. She anyway asked PSWs to facilitate the AKT treatment commencement process from Nair Hospital.
Arch went to Badlapur CCDT on 18th July 2011. The doctor at Nair Hospital had prescribed a CBC test which could not be done. PSWs wrote a detailed medical update and submitted it to CCDT representatives requesting them to continue with Arch’s follow-up. It was then found out that Arch mother had enrolled Arch in CCDT under the name of Ati Waghmare. The social worker at CCDT mentioned that they will conduct Arch ’s re- medical check up. 
PSWs followed up with CCDT representatives and found out that Arch was well settled. Her medical reports were all normal and the doctor had advised them to stop Arch ’s AKT treatment. 
Mother’s update: 
We found out that Vla was not regularly meeting Arch . She was neither attending the mothers’ meetings at Prerana nor calling up CCDT to follow up about Arch . We are currently following up with the mother on this.
File no: 909
Name of the child: Rah Sta Shaikh 
Date of birth: 24/7/1998
Sex: Male
Native place: Maalda, West Bengal 
Mother’s name: Sta Shaikh 
Mother tongue: Bengali 
Language known: Bengali and Hindi 
Present address: 1st Floor, Shankar Marwadi Chawl, 1st Lane, Kamathipura 
Date of admission: 13/10/2008 
First Pediatric Check-up: 25/10/2008
First Medical check-up at Nair Hospital: 4/12/2008
Re-Admission Date: 25/7/2011
Re-Medical check up at Nair hospital: 1/8/2011
Weight: 24.5 kg
Height: 4 feet 5 inches
Mother’s History: 
From other women in the community we learnt Sta’s mother was a victim of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking. She used to live in 1st Lane in Kamathipura. Four years back Sta expired. She was HIV positive. 
About the Child: 
When Rah ’s mother died a woman from the community and her aadmi took care of him. This aadmi had a job that entailed travel hence Rah would accompany him everywhere. Rahul, by nature, was a restless boy and had the tendency of walking out of home and roaming here and there. He went with the aadmi to Kolkata a year back and returned to Mumbai on 25th July 2011. PSW found him in the community and brought him to the NCC since he had no one to take care of him in the community. 
PSWs enrolled him into the centre. Since he was an orphan we kept him in the centre for 24 hours and he availed of both the day care and the night care facilities. 
PSWs conducted a background check of Rahul and we found out that Rahul was enrolled in our Kamathipura NCC, on 13th October 2008. His file number is 1510 and he was enrolled under the name of Skul Reh Arc Shaikh. 
PSWs took him for a medical check up from 1st of August 2011. All the tests were done and his reports were normal. Since his mother was HIV positive the doctors prescribed a HIV test. Rah was tested as HIV positive. His medical follow-up commenced. His CD4 count was done and it was found to be low – 200. The doctor advised that we start Rah on ART treatment. The month of August was mostly spent in conducting various tests. 
The ESP team admitted Rahul to Khetwadi Municipal School in the month of August. He was enrolled in 1st standard in Marathi medium. Rahul received all materials like – books, uniform, etc from the school. 
During the month of September Rahul suffered from severe vomiting. We took his reports and his papers to the ART department at Nair Hospital. He was counselled by the doctor there. On 15th September Rahul had a severe attack of diarrhoea and when we took him to Nair hospital the doctors there asked us to get him admitted immediately. The doctors started him on a dosage of Ciplin to be taken every afternoon. Rah was discharged after 5 days. Rahul responded well to the medication and was therefore sent back to the centre. 
PSWs were still involved in doing Rah ’s background check and we found out a woman in Kamathipura 1st Lane who knew Rahul and his mother. Through her we found out Rah ’s so called father’s number. His so called father was in Kolkata. PSWs called his father and gave him details regarding Rah ’s condition. The so called father kept refusing to come. 
From 22nd September, Rah ’s ART medication commenced. He was given a detailed counselling on how to take the medication and when. The social worker gave excellent counselling about the importance of medicines and the importance of adhering to the treatment. One of the PSWs – Mr. Vilas Landge, was counselling Rah while he stayed at the centre. Mr. Landge has worked with HIV positive children and he was involved in reinforcement of the importance of ART adherence to Rah , as well as counselling him on the importance of good nutrition and exercise. Rahul was also referred to the In-House Counsellor. 
The doctor at the ART centre had told us that ART treatment had several side-effects. On 27th September Rah had another attack of vomiting and diarrhoea. He was taken to Nair Hospital and admitted for 6 days. Rahul had become very weak because of these frequent attacks. 
Simultaneously the IPP team commenced on his CWC procedures. When we got to know that Rahul was HIV positive we realized that he required specialized care and protection. We then explored options for him to be placed in a shelter home and we contacted shelter homes that specialized in care of HIV positive children: like Navjeevan, Snehalaya, CCDT etc. We thought that if we contacted shelter homes directly and if we had got vacancies then we could have got a CWC order and placed Rahul immediately. We had also registered Rah ’s case with Childline and had given them details regarding him so that even they could find a suitable shelter home for him. But none of these shelter homes responded positively. Hence on 26th August we presented Rah ’s case before the CWC, Mumbai City. The CWC members advised (orally) us to look for a vacancy for Rah . They mentioned that they will give us a transfer order as soon as we get a vacancy. Till then we were asked to keep him at the NCC. We did not get anything in writing. 
We presented Rahul before the CWC again on 14th September. Considering his medical condition and his physical status, the CWC members gave us a written order in which we were directed to keep Rah for 24 hours at the NCC. When Rahul was admitted to Nair Hospital on the 15th of September, we gave that in writing to the CWC providing them with details about the steps that we had taken. 
On 29th September Rah ’s so called father came to the Falkland Road NCC. PSWs held a formal meeting with him and gave him a complete status update. PSWs also took him to Nair Hospital to meet Rahul. After the hospital visit Rah’s so called father had a discussion with PSWs in which he mentioned that he was not in a position to take custody of Rahul since his job required a lot of travelling. He added that Rah had a tendency of running away from home and it would become difficult for him (so called father) to take care of Rah . He requested PSWs to take charge of Rah and enrol him in a boarding home. He added that he’ll visit Rah every month. PSWs were also of the opinion that Rahul would be well taken care of at a boarding home. But Rah was adamant about the fact that he wanted to be only with his “father” and he flatly refused every other offer. Despite constant counselling and discussions Rah stuck to his decision. 
Seeing no other way, PSWs took Rah ‘s medical papers and his medicines and transferred it to Maalda in Kolkata. Rahul was given complete information on the medication regime and nutrition details. 
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Night Care Center (NCC):
Manpower: 4 Full time caretakers, 1 trainee staff, 1 health workers and one team leader (shared bases) together managed NCC III. Two team members from Falkland Road centre have been mentoring the Vashi centre. They go to Vashi centre twice a month.

During the reporting period the centre wise average attendance of children in 

NCC III (Vashi Turbhe): 40

	October 2011
	NCCIII Vashi Turbhe

	No. of new admissions in the month of October 2011
	2

	No. of readmissions in the month of October 2011
	2

	No. of children whose full medical check - up is pending in the month of October 2011.
	1


Reasons for pending medical check up:
1. Some children were enrolled at the NCC in the last week of the month, thus their medical check up will be conducted in the following month. 

2. At times children also drop out after 2 days or a week. Hence this delays the medical check-up which then has to be conducted after the child returns.

3. Some mothers are undergoing counseling regarding the importance of a medical check up. This delays the process.

Doctors Visits: 

	Dates
	No of visits
	NCC III
Turbhe Vashi

	
	3
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	3/10/2011
	
	11
	12
	23

	11/10/2011
	
	12
	12
	24

	19/10/2011
	
	11
	14
	25


Treatment:
As per the admission procedure, in this month all the children who were newly enrolled in NCC have gone through preliminary medical check-up at Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation hospital. Any further follow ups are done at Sewri Hospital, Kasturba Hospital, JJ hospital and Kamathipura eye hospital. The Doctor regularly visits the Turbhe Vashi center every Wednesday. 

Children who were hyper active, bed-wetting & had other behavioral concern were referred to the visiting counselor and when needed also referred to Dr. Anita Sukhwani, the psychiatrist.

	October 2011 
	No. Of children receiving treatment for TB
	Referred to a hospital for other treatment
	Ref to Child Guidance Clinic

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	Turbhe- Vashi
	0
	0
	0
	9
	3
	12
	6
	5
	11


First Aid Facilities:
	First Aid 
	Turbhe Vashi

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	1st to 31st October 2011
	8
	9
	17


Other Activities 
1. On 4th October, on occasion of the Joy of Giving Week, 2 chefs from Taj Lands End Hotel conducted a cooking session for the NCC staff of Prerana. The session was held at our centre in Kharghar called Naunihal. The chefs taught sago kheer, upma, daal, plain paranthas, alu paranthas, potato wada and omelette. The NCC staff loved the session and enjoyed themselves. Although they have been preparing sago kheer for over 15 years now, this session helped them understand the recipe from a different perspective. The chefs gave them some useful tips that could be used while cooking, preparation and serving. There were 15 staff who attended the session. Four staff from the Vashi centre attended this session.
2. On 4th October a session on Grooming was held for 35 girls from Kamathipura, Falkland Road, Vashi-Turbhe and Naunihal. The session was held by representatives from Taj Lands End Hotel. The session covered several aspects like: behaviour, body language, dressing, presentation and the like. The girls liked the session and asked several questions related to how they could present themselves. The Taj representatives gave them useful and practical tips on how to enhance their personality. 
3. On 5th October a health session was conducted in NCC 1, NCC 2 and NCC 3. The topic was Bathing. PSWs facilitated the session with help from the NCC staff. They used posters as audio visual aids. The age group was 3 to 5 years. There were 30, 15 and 15 children respectively who attended the session. The points covered were as follows: importance of bathing, how it prevents skin diseases, use of medicinal soaps like lifebuoy while bathing, wiping the body with a clean towel, scrubbing well while bathing and bathing every day. Children liked the session. They discussed how not bathing regularly leads to body odour and skin diseases. 
4. On 14th October a Hand Washing Event was held at our Vashi-Turbhe centre. We conducted this event in collaboration with Hindustan Lever Ltd. The program lasted for 2 hours and included games and activities to signify the importance of Hand washing. There were 56 children who attended the event. There was a drawing competition, drama depiction, quiz show and action songs. There were 7 members who came from Hindustan Lever and conducted the event. Ms. Manjula Kulkarni was the coordinator from Prerana for this event. This activity was held to commemorate the occasion of Global Hand Washing Day which is celebrated every year on the 15th of October all over the world. The event was organized to drive home the importance of using soap for washing the hands and importance of having clean hands before eating. At the end of the event everyone present including the children took a pledge that they will wash hands with soap and water and before they eat. They mutually agreed to become Hand Washing Ambassadors. They gave participation certificates to everyone who was present for the event. All children were given Lifebuoy soap at the end of the event. 
Case Study 
Name: Sdha
File No.: 413

D.O.B: 22/4/2008

Age: 3 years

Date of admission: 1/2/2011

First medical checkup at NMMC: 23/3/2011

Pediatric Checkup: 7/2/2011

Mother’s Name: Ars Bibi
Mother Tongue: Bengali

Present Address: KK road, Turbhe store, Vashi, New Mumbai.

Child’s behavior:

Immdtiately after bieng enrolled into the NCC for the first couple of weeks Sdha used to cry a lot when she was dropped at the center but subsequently settled down. Initially she did not like attending Balwadi at all. She then started developing interest in Balwadi activities. Her mother used to drop and pick her up from the center. Sdha attended the summer camp and participated in activities well. She secured the 1st place in the running race. She is friends with Sak (410) and Ru (412) the three of them are always together in the center. Her complete medical checkup was done at NMMC hospital and the reports were normal. Sometimes she has running nose so she is fed Maxtra syrup as per the prescription of the visiting Doctor at the centre. She tries to speak Hindi sometimes. She gets along well with the NCC staff.

May to October 2011update:
During this reporting period, Sdha was regular to NCC and Balwadi and well adjusted. Her mother does not come to drop her or pick her up from the centre. Our centre staff drops and picks her up. She tries to write on the slate. She likes to perform action songs, dal creation, drawing and clay art. She is very fond of the Balwadi teacher and all the NCC staff. She continued to be friends with Sak and Ru at the NCC. She likes to eat poha, upma, suji halwa, boiled eggs and milk and bread. She enjoyed good health during this reporting period.
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	September 2011 - Vashi Centre 


	

	


Night Care Center (NCC):
Manpower: 4 Full time caretakers, 1 health workers and one team leader (shared bases) together managed NCC III. Two team members from Falkland Road centre have been mentoring the Vashi centre. They go to Vashi centre twice a month.
During the reporting period the centre wise average attendance of children in 
NCC III (Vashi Turbhe): 35
	September 2011
	NCCIII Vashi Turbhe

	No. of new admissions in the month of Sept 2011
	2

	No. of readmissions in the month of Sept 2011
	1

	No. of children whose full medical checkup is pending in the month of Sept 2011.
	0


Doctors Visits:
	Dates
	No of visits
	NCC III
Turbhe Vashi

	
	4
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	6/9/2011
	
	11
	13
	24

	13/9/2011
	
	9
	13
	22

	19/9/2011
	
	8
	17
	25

	26/9/2011
	
	8
	18
	26


	July 2011 
	No. Of children receiving treatment for TB
	Referred to a hospital for other treatment

	Turbhe- Vashi
	0
	0
	0
	4
	4
	8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


First Aid Facilities:
	First Aid 
	Turbhe Vashi

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Total

	1st to 31st sept 2011
	6
	9
	15


Other Activities:
1. On 17th September a session was conducted at the Vashi Turbhe centre on First Aid. There were 25 children in the age group of 6 to 14 years. PSWs facilitated the session. The facilitator touched upon various points like importance of first aid, contents of a First Aid Kit and other tips and guides on how to use First Aid in case of emergencies. 

2. On 20th September the Suraj Collective at Vashi Turbhe centre conducted an awareness campaign in the Vashi Turbhe red light area during which they gave information about the night care centre and various facilities available therein. The group used puppets to disseminate the information. They conducted a show in the community during which they aimed to identify drop outs and talk to mothers about re-enrolling them in the NCC. There were 15 children involved in this activity. 

3. On 22nd September training was conducted for the staff on the use Social Networking Websites. Ms. Saumya Bahuguna and Ms. Preeti Iyer facilitated the session. They touched upon the different types of social networking sites that were currently popular like Facebook, Twitter, Blog, Orkut, LinkedIn and the like. They then spoke about how one ought to utilize the privacy settings that were available within these networking sites. They also touched upon how the team members ought to keep in mind our Child Protection Policy while being involved in social networking since many youths from Prerana were also Facebook members. 

Case History: Confidential –Not for Circulation
Name: SJ-File No.: 414
D.O.B: 15/1/2010-Age: 1 ½ years
Date of admission: 11/2/2011
First medical check-up at NMMC: Not done during admission..
Pediatric Check-up: 15/2/2011
Mother’s Name: SP Chauhan-Mother Tongue: Marathi
Present Address: KK road, Turbhe store, Vashi, New Mumbai.
Child’s behaviour: SJ was just 1 and half years old when she was enrolled in the NCC . Her mother would drop her and pick her up from the NCC. Her mother sends her dressed properly and neat and tidy. SJ was just learning to walk when admitted to the NCC and now she runs around. After she is fed breakfast in the morning her mother comes to pick her up. She does not sleep soon and keeps playing around with others. She eats her food on her own and likes all the food cooked in the NCC.
SJ routine medical check up at NMMC Hospital got detailed. When she underwent Montox test to rule out the possibility of tuberculosis, the area on her hand where she was pricked swelled up ‘abnormally’. Seeing this the doctor at NMMC hospital suggested to get her tested for HIV as well. To our relief all her tests were negative. She has been keeping good health.
SJ’s weight at the time of her admission in the NCC was 14kg and her September 2011 weight is 16.kg 
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Joy of Giving: 

On October 4, 2011, Prerana’s Naunihal Centre at Navi Mumbai was abuzz with activity. The ‘Joy of Giving’ week had a perfect start for Prerana with resource persons from the Taj Lands End conducting two fun filled sessions for the beneficiaries and staff of Prerana. The first session was on ‘Nutrition and Hygiene’ which was conducted by Chef Sita Ram Petwal and Chef Ravindra Bhatt. The two chefs interacted with a group of 27 individuals comprising of the older girls and staff (Study class teachers, night care centre team , Naunihal care taker staff and kitchen staff) talking to them about the importance of cleanliness and hygiene while preparing food items. This serious topic was followed up with a whole lot of fun with both the trainees and the resource persons engaged in preparing economical yet nutritious food items - paranthas, sabbuddana kheer, batata vada, daal shorba, upma, chutney, and omelets. The chefs also gave some useful and handy tips to the group that would help them be more efficient with their cooking. Post the session, the delicacies prepared by the group were devoured by all beneficiaries and staff present at the Centre. 

The session that followed was for a group of 46 older girls from across Prerana’s Centres. This session was conducted by Ms. Swati Thakur from the Taj Lands End where she spoke about the importance of hygiene, grooming, rules, norms, and mannerisms to be followed in the work place with a focus on personality development. The resource person used the Taj Lands End as a case study for this session. The girls found the session very informative and of great value to them. The girls stated that the resource person was very effective in her communication and the girls did not feel that she was an external resource person but one amongst them. They felt that they were “sitting with a friend who was sharing useful information with the group”. 

Thus, the day was filled with fun, laughter and loads of learning. The sessions were of great help to all trainees with the group mainly comprising of those girls who would eventually move out to group homes for an independent living as well as staff which prepares meals for the Prerana beneficiaries. All the trainees thoroughly enjoyed themselves and the events were an apt start to a wonderful week ahead. We would like to mention the team from Taj Lands End as well as Ms. Debasmita Pani without whose cooperation and encouragement these sessions would not have been possible. 

[Picture] Post Drafted By: 

Saumya Bahuguna 

Project Coordinator 

Anti Trafficking Centre 

Prerana 
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Joy of Giving
Joy of Giving: 

On October 4, 2011, Prerana’s Naunihal Centre at Navi Mumbai was abuzz with activity. The ‘Joy of Giving’ week had a perfect start for Prerana with resource persons from the Taj Lands End conducting two fun filled sessions for the beneficiaries and staff of Prerana. The first session was on ‘Nutrition and Hygiene’ which was conducted by Chef Sita Ram Petwal and Chef Ravindra Bhatt. The two chefs interacted with a group of 27 individuals comprising of the older girls and staff (Study class teachers, night care centre team , Naunihal care taker staff and kitchen staff) talking to them about the importance of cleanliness and hygiene while preparing food items. This serious topic was followed up with a whole lot of fun with both the trainees and the resource persons engaged in preparing economical yet nutritious food items - paranthas, sabbuddana kheer, batata vada, daal shorba, upma, chutney, and omelets. The chefs also gave some useful and handy tips to the group that would help them be more efficient with their cooking. Post the session, the delicacies prepared by the group were devoured by all beneficiaries and staff present at the Centre. 

The session that followed was for a group of 46 older girls from across Prerana’s Centres. This session was conducted by Ms. Swati Thakur from the Taj Lands End where she spoke about the importance of hygiene, grooming, rules, norms, and mannerisms to be followed in the work place with a focus on personality development. The resource person used the Taj Lands End as a case study for this session. The girls found the session very informative and of great value to them. The girls stated that the resource person was very effective in her communication and the girls did not feel that she was an external resource person but one amongst them. They felt that they were “sitting with a friend who was sharing useful information with the group”. 

Thus, the day was filled with fun, laughter and loads of learning. The sessions were of great help to all trainees with the group mainly comprising of those girls who would eventually move out to group homes for an independent living as well as staff which prepares meals for the Prerana beneficiaries. All the trainees thoroughly enjoyed themselves and the events were an apt start to a wonderful week ahead. We would like to mention the team from Taj Lands End as well as Ms. Debasmita Pani without whose cooperation and encouragement these sessions would not have been possible. 
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REPORT PREPARED BY: PREETI IYER, ARUNA KATKAR, PRITI PATKAR 

INPUTS FROM: ARUNA KATKAR, REEHAN MIRZA, SUNEETHA, VAISHALI KARANDE, APARNA DHOPESHWARKAR AND MABSULA KULKARNI 

Details of Life Skills Education Sessions conducted during this month 

On 11th August a session was held with children in the age group of 9 to 12 years. There were 14 children who attended the session. Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Vaishali Karande facilitated the session. The topic was Corruption. The session began with an activity. Children were divided into 3 groups and asked to perform a skit on to what extent they would go to obtain something that they required very urgently. Group 1 chose as to what they would do if they were to make a choice between studies and play. Group 2 chose how they would manage to leave school during the recess. Group 3 chose a situation where suddenly one of them had an emergency in which he required some books and how will his friends help him. Through this activity a discussion was held wherein the group interacted on the point that to what lengths would they reach in order to get something done. One of the participants from Group 1 mentioned that he will give his friend a chocolate for doing his home work whilst he will spend the time playing. Group 2 through their performance portrayed how they managed to leave school by bribing one of their class mates into bringing their bags. Group 3’s skit portrayed how they would ask for PSWs for books or accumulate as much money as they can to help their friend. When asked by the facilitators they also mentioned that they wouldn’t mind stealing for their friend. The discussion also included whether it is right to offer a bribe to get something done. The group thought for a while and sheepishly answered in the negative. The facilitators then helped the group to introspect on behaviour like leaving school and playing truant, and whether it was detrimental for their development, After this discussion the group assured the facilitators that in future they themselves will not indulge in such behaviour and will also informing PSWs if anyone else was doing it. The facilitators led this discussion to corruption. They explained the concept by saying that one person who has plenty offers it to another person who is in need and would go to any lengths to fulfil his needs. They steered this interaction to a question as to whether the group identified through the skits any semblance of corruption. The group was also asked to identify similar instances and prepare themselves for the next session. 

On 21st August a session was held with children in the age group of 9 to 12 years. This session was a follow-up to the previous session. There were 13 children who attended the same. Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Vaishali Karande were the facilitators. The session began with a feedback and revision of the previous session. Children had come prepared for the session. Boys mostly gave examples of how they would offer Rs. 10 to their friends to complete their homework. Another example that came up from the boys was how they would plan to collectively steal something and then divide the loot equally among themselves. A third example was how they would ask their friends to inform teachers that they were unwell and hence would not attend school. The facilitators then questioned the right and wrong regarding these acts. The discussion steered into the point that while the act is being done one does not think of the implications but when the same is discussed it seems like a wrong thing to do. It was also discussed that one has to have self-control so as to put an end to this mind set and this behaviour. Everyone agreed that this was right. The facilitators discussed the India Against Corruption venture and how Anna Hazare was leading the entire campaign. They also plan to conduct another session on the topic as a follow up. 

Details of Mothers’ Meetings held during the month 

1. On 10th August a mothers’ meeting was held at the Falkland Road centre. This meeting was held by the Institutional Placement Program team for those mothers who had placed their children in boarding homes. Some of the mothers were attending this meeting for the first time as their children were placed in institution in the last two months . There were 27 mothers who attended the meeting. Ms. Aparna Dhopeshwarkar and Ms. Prachi Naik were the facilitators. They discussed the following points: rules and regulations at boarding homes, being open about any infections or illness that they were assailed with and a case discussion. The meeting ended with celebration of Raksha Bandhan and refreshments. 

2. On 20th August a mothers’ meeting was conducted in the Falkland Road centre. Mothers from Kamathipura centre also attended the meeting. The topic was HIV/AIDS. There were 40 mothers who attended the meeting. The resource person whom we had contacted was Ms. Aarti Sawant a Social Worker at the Government Health Post but she was not able to come for the same hence we called Mr. Rahul Shinde who then facilitated the session. Before the session we posed a few questions to the mothers: what is the order of occurrence between HIV positivity and AIDS onset and the symptoms. The mothers were a little confused as regards the first question. There were very few who could reply but they were not able to be firm about their reply. The group was able to give a list of the symptoms quite accurately. Mr. Shinde covered the following points: basics about HIV and AIDS, modes of transmission, modes of non-transmission, place of treatment and types of treatment. Mothers eBSoyed the meeting even though it was a revision for them. They got clarified on points like HIV positivity occurs first and leads to the onset of AIDS. Symptoms are more apparent in a person who has contacted AIDS. The session ended with a celebration of Raksha Bandhan. 

Health and other activities conducted during this month 

1. On 2nd August a group from Whistling Woods International visited Prerana. This group consisted of 12 students from Iran who were studying documentary film making as part of the Capstone Project implemented by Whistling Woods in their foreign exchange program. The students’ course was to culminate with a film screening on 20th August. They had chosen 3 NGOs at which they intended to make their film and Prerana was one of them. Ms. Sweta Kutteri from Whistling Woods coordinated with us for the event. Ms. Preeti Iyer and Ms. Mugdha Dandekar gave an orientation to the group regarding Prerana’s activities. There were 3 students from the group who selected Prerana and shot the film over 2 days – 8th August and 11th August. 

2. On 6th August the Child to Child Brigade, Rakshak Collective conducted a health awareness event in the Falkland Road red light area. The topic was Malaria awareness. Prerana social workers (PSWs) trained the Rakshak members on the topic during the previous month (29th July). The members set up a stall in the 5th lane and disseminated information regarding Malaria. They distributed pamphlets and put up posters in the red light areas. There were 28 members who participated in the event. They eBSoyed the experience and approached the same with a fiery attitude. 

3. On 8th August 3 representatives from Indicorps visited Prerana. Ms. Aparna Dhopeshwarkar gave them an orientation on Prerana’s work. Indicorps is a non-partisan, non-religious, non-profit organization that encourages Indians around the world to actively participate in the progress of the country that defines their identity. Indicorps‘ development-oriented programs are designed to build principled leadership, empower visionaries, inspire collective action, and unite India towards a common vision while creating opportunities for Indians and the Indian diaspora to serve India by applying their skills, time and resources towards grassroots projects and sustainable strategies for change. The core fellowship program aims to inspire a new generation of global Indian leaders through structured grasssroots public service opportunities. Indicorps projects embody a firm and demonstrated commitment to promoting peace, inclusiveness, secularism, and the empowerment of India’s people. 

4. On 9th August children from all the centres participated in a rakhi making session as preparation for the Raksha Bandhan event which was to be held on the 12th August. Every child participated in the activity with enthusiasm and vigour. PSWs had purchased raw materials for the same like gold and coloured threads, plastic flowers, multi coloured sequins and the like. Children used their imagination and made very beautiful rakhis. 

5. On 9th August, 14 STI Counsellors from Karnataka State AIDS Prevention Society (KSAPS), visited Prerana under the purview of the Saksham project implemented by Nirmala Niketan College of Social Work and funded by Global Funds to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. These STI Counsellors were from various districts in Karnataka. Ms. Priti Patkar and Mr. Vilas Landge oriented them regarding the activities of Prerana in context with HIV/AIDS. The session lasted for 1 hour. The participants liked the session and we also took them for a field visit to the Falkland Road red light area. The session was quite interactive in the sense that the Counsellors shared their experiences too with us. 

6. On 10th August a mothers’ meeting was held at the Falkland Road centre. This meeting was held by the Institutional Placement Program team for those mothers who had placed their children in boarding homes. Some of the mothers were attending this meeting for the first time. There were 27 mothers who attended the meeting. Ms. Aparna Dhopeshwarkar and Ms. Prachi Naik were the facilitators. They discussed the following points: rules and regulations at boarding homes, being open about any infections or illness that they were assailed with and a case discussion. The meeting ended with celebration of Raksha Bandhan and refreshments. 

7. On 12th August we celebrated the Raksha Bandhan event at all our centres. Every child participated in it. Girls tied rakhis to all the boys and gave them sweets. There was an atmosphere of happiness and cheer. 

8. On 12th August a session was conducted by Mr. Rahul Shinde for the Child to Child Brigade, Rakshak Collective. Mr. Shinde is a Social Worker at the Government Public Health Centre in Bane Compound, Mumbai Central. The topic was Monsoon Illnesses. There were 28 members who attended the session. A round of questions was asked to the members before the session so as to assess their knowledge regarding the same. The response was quite average in the sense that there were only one or two members who were able to answer the queries. Mr. Shinde covered points like: type of illnesses, causes and symptoms, prevention and treatment as well as place of treatment. The members came up with several options like wearing gum boots so as to prevent infections during rains. At the end of the session the same questions were posed to the group and we observed that around 80% were able to respond. 

9. On 12th August the Child to Child Brigade, Rakshak Collective conducted a health awareness event in the Kamathipura red light area. The topic was Malaria awareness. Prerana social workers (PSWs) trained the Rakshak members on the topic during the previous month (29th July). The members set up a stall in the 11th lane and disseminated information regarding Malaria. They distributed pamphlets and put up posters in the red light areas. There were 25 members who participated in the event. They divided themselves into groups of 5 each and covered the entire area. 

10. On 15th August we hoisted the flag in the morning. There were 130 children who attended the event. There were 5 children who hoisted the flag. Mr. SK, Mr. RK, Mr. VS from Falkland Road and Mr. SK, Ms. AS from Kamathipura made a speech during the event. There were 2 groups who sang patriotic songs. Ms. Aparna Dhopeshwarkar made  a speech on the significance of Independence Day and briefly described what the Prime Minister had mentioned in his speech. 

11. On 15th August, on the occasion of Independence Day, the children conducted a rally in the Falkland Road and Kamathipura red light areas. Children carried placards and posters related to Anti Tobacco slogans and walked through all the lanes in the 2 areas. 

12. On 15th August the Peer Group performed a dance in the Falkland Road and Kamathipura red light areas. They had rehearsed for the song Kaun hai Ajnabi from the Hindi movie Game. This song speaks about the lurking danger of HIV/AIDS which is unseen by all of us and how we innocently fall into its trap. There were 6 members who performed the dance. Before the dance one of the members introduced the group and the work that they were involved in, to the audience. After the dance a member gave messages related to HIV/AIDS to the audience. The dance was well accepted by the audience and quite a large group accumulated to watch them. 

13. On 15th August the Ekta and Peer Group members tied rakhis to all the tobacco and pan shop owners in the vicinity of schools. This was part of their anti-tobacco drive which the Groups had initiated on 26th January 2011. They plan to conduct a survey and compare findings with their previous survey to check as to whether any of the shops had closed down. This was in lieu with the new clause eBSoined in the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act, related to fining any tobacco/pan shop owner who had set up his shop within 100 metres radius of schools. 

14. On 15th August, 35 attended an event at Oberoi Trident Hotel. There were 6 PSWs who accompanied them. The day marked the birthday of the owner of Oberoi Group of Hotels. There were several activities planned for them such as musical chair, fire in the mountain and action songs. There was a DJ who played popular songs to which children danced. They also gave prizes to the best dancers as well as gifts for all children who attended the event. Children also ate a lot of delicious food and were treated with special attention. 

15. On 15th August we conducted an Open House meeting for all children/youths at Prerana. There were 50 children who attended the event. Ms. Aparna Dhopeshwarkar facilitated the meeting. We opened the suggestion box and read out the chits. The meeting lasted for an hour and there were several points that were discussed such as Rakshak Collective, their objectives and tasks completed, incompleteness of the first aid kit, use of first aid kit, the renovation of boys’ toilet in Falkland Road centre, the status of Kamathipura Municipal School and the rise in fights among children who were staying in the Falkland Road night care centre. The participants discussed the points in a mature manner and also arrived at mutually decided solutions for the same. 

16. On 15th August a session was held for the children/youths on the Right to Education Act. The session was conducted by Mr. Milind Bidre from Salam Balak Trust. He touched upon the main points covered under the Act and the importance of attending school. He also spoke about the various activities that Salam Balak were involved in under the Act. Mr. Bidre expressed that he wished more and more people/organizations would join in this venture so that no child is deprived of education. Children asked several questions like-Was there any provision in the Act to handle the matter of teachers punishing students in schools. Mr. Bidre explained to them that as such there was no clear enumeration in the Act regarding this point but the school management had authority to take appropriate action in such situations. 

17. On 16th August a health session was conducted for children in the age group of 3-5 years from all the 3 centres – NCC 1, NCC 2 and NCC 3. There were 26, 15 and 15 children respectively who attended the sessions. PSWs conducted the session with support from the NCC staff. The topic was Importance of Regularly Brushing Teeth. The session began with a list of questions which covered general queries regarding teeth brushing. The response was average with the same one or two children replying to the queries. PSWs covered points like: why is it important, what would happen if it is not done, the concept of milk teeth and foods to avoid so as to prevent decay. Children were very attentive during the session and also came up with responses like they would feel bored about brushing at night and how they tried their best to avoid it. They decided that they will try their best to brush twice a day every day. At the end of the session, the same questions were asked to the group and we observed that 80% of them responded to the same. 

18. On 19th August the Child to Child Brigade, Rakshak Collective, conducted 2 sessions on Monsoon Illnesses for children in the age group of 3-5 years and in the age group of 6-13 years at Falkland Road and Kamathipura centres. There were 25 children and 30 children respectively who attended the session. The session was quite interactive. There were 5 Rakshaks who were involved in this activity. Usually the peer trainings conducted by the Rakshaks are done on a rotational basis so that every Rakshak gets an opportunity to train her/his peers. The participants eBSoyed the session and were quite attentive during the same. 

19. On 20th August a mothers’ meeting was conducted in the Falkland Road centre. Mothers from Kamathipura centre also attended the meeting. The topic was HIV/AIDS. There were 40 mothers who attended the meeting. The resource person whom we had contacted was Ms. Aarti Sawant a Social Worker at the Government Health Post but she was not able to come for the same hence we called Mr. Rahul Shinde who then facilitated the session. Before the session we posed a few questions to the mothers: what is the order of occurrence between HIV positivity and AIDS onset and the symptoms. The mothers were a little confused as regards the first question. There were very few who could reply but they were not able to be firm about their reply. The group was able to give a list of the symptoms quite accurately. Mr. Shinde covered the following points: basics about HIV and AIDS, modes of transmission, modes of non-transmission, place of treatment and types of treatment. Mothers eBSoyed the meeting even though it was a revision for them. They got clarified on points like HIV positivity occurs first and leads to the onset of AIDS. Symptoms are more apparent in a person who has contacted AIDS. The session ended with a celebration of Raksha Bandhan. 

20. On 20th August there was an event related to Times Foundation’s Eco Friendly Ganesha drive for which the Foundation had collaborated with (second time in a row) to celebrate the same. We organized a drawing and clay modelling competition for the children of Falkland Road and Kamathipura centres. There were 50 children who attended the event. The best art work won prizes which were sponsored by the Times Foundation. The same event was held on the 21st of August in our Naunihal centre at Kharghar. There were 27 girls who participated in the event. At Naunihal we organized essay writing and drawing competition. 

21. On 20th August Ms. Preeti Iyer and Ms. Mugdha Dandekar attended the screening of a documentary film on Prerana that was shot as part of the Capstone Project conducted by Whistling Woods International. The screening was at the Institute in Film City Complex Goregaon East. 

22. On 20th August children from the Balwadi and the 1st standard students participated in a Dahi Handi event at the Falkland Road centre. Boy child BM from the Balwadi from Kamathipura was dressed as Lord Krishna and Ms. AMS from Kamathipura as Radha for the event. The older children helped PSWs in tying up the pot filled with curds. The younger lot made a pyramid and broke the pot. The children eBSoyed themselves thoroughly and participated whole heartedly in the event. 

23. On 21st August the Child to Child Brigade, Rakshak Collective, was involved in the Pulse Polio drive. There were 13 Rakshaks at the Falkland Road area and 10 Rakshaks at the Kamahtipura area. They accompanied the PSWs and the government health workers (GHWs) to every lane. They checked whether every child had received the dose and assisted the PSWs and the GHWs in reaching out to those children who had not been covered. The Pulse Polio drive has become a regular activity in the Rakshak calendar of tasks. 

[Drawing] 

CASE HISTORIES 

File no:  891 

Name of the child: ABD Shaikh 

Date of birth: 13/8/2005 

Age: 5 years 

Sex: Male 

Native place: West Bengal 

Mother’s name:   NOOR 

Mother tongue: Bengali 

Language known:  Bengali, Hindi 

Present address: 1st floor, Pandu Maharaj chawl, 5th Falkland road, Mumbai 400 004. 

Date of admission: 24/1/2011 

First medical check up at Nair hospital: 8/2/2011 

First Paediatrician checkup: 9/3/2011 

Height: 3 feet 

Weight: 14 kgs 

Mother’s History (according to the mother): 

NOOR got married in her village but soon she had fights with her husband and he also beat her up several times. After that he left her and went away. She went to live with her mother where she met a woman who told her about a possibility of getting a means of livelihood in Mumbai. NOOR was then taken to Mumbai and sold into flesh trade in the Falkland Road red light area. NOOR informed us that she has been in the red-light area for  over a year now. 

Health status: 

ABD was born in the village in a Government run Hospital. He was delivered normally there. His immunization procedure is under process. His general check up was done at Nair Hospital and the reports were normal except that he was a little weak. He was prescribed antibiotics for month due to his weakness. During May 2011 ABD developed scabies. The visiting Pediatrician prescribed a lotion which the NCC staff applied on ABD. He became well within a week. In the month of July 2011 ABD developed recurring fever. The Paediatrician referred him to Nair Hospital where Malaria test was done. His reports were all negative. But doctors diagnosed a viral fever for which he was prescribed a dosage of antibiotics and multivitamin supplements. Currently he is fine and healthy. 

Child’s behavior: 

ABD was regular at the NCC. He participated well in the Balak Utsav that was held on 12th of February 2011. He also attended the Balwadi picnic on 8th of March 2011. ABD attended the New Year Party in January 2011 and the summer camp party in June 2011. ABD also attended the 15th August flag hoisting event. He participated in all activities at the NCC like puppet shows, origami and storytelling. He has only recently started speaking a little. His mother dropped him and picked him up on time from the NCC. His mother attended mothers meetings regularly. ABD also attended the TT drive, health check up, paediatrician check ups, Vitamin A and pulse polio drives. He cries when he is dropped at the NCC but then settles down after some time. 

Through the NCC he received nutrition and medical treatment. His weight which was 13 kgs at the time of admission has increased to 14 kgs at present. He took his time to settle down and adjust to the new environment as well as the food but the PSWs as well as the NCC staff constantly followed up with his progress. PSWs also spoke to ABD’s mother regarding family planning. She mentioned that she would like to have another child and then get the operation done. She added that she plans to move back to her native place with one or two years. 

File no:  1646 

Name of the child: BS AP Shaikh 

Date of birth: 11/7/2005 

Sex: Female 

Native place: Murshidabad, West Bengal 

Mother’s name: AP Shaikh 

Mother tongue: Bengali 

Language known: Hindi and Bengali 

Present address: Marwadi Chawl, 3rd floor, Room no. 10, 14th Lane, Kamathipura 

Date of admission: 6/8/2010 

First medical check up at Nair hospital: 17/8/2010 

Weight: 15 kgs 

Mother’s History: (as told by mother) AP was 20 years old when her parents got her married. Her husband brought her to Mumbai under the excuse of sightseeing and sold her to a brothel keeper in Kamathipura. He then returned to his native place and married again. AP has been in Mumbai for the past 15 years. She has 2 children. Her older son is at their village. Her parents do not know about her current status in Mumbai. She had a normal delivery for BS and had completed the immunization schedule. BS was TB positive when she was enrolled in the night care centre but AP had followed up with the entire medication and was taking good care of the child. 

About the Child: We conducted BS’s medical check-up and got her started on the AKT treatment on the basis of her previous case papers. We found that BS had completed a month of TB medication. BS is a sweet child but tends to skip breakfast. 

BS and her mother were not seen in the community suddenly from the month of October 2010. No information was available about them though we tried to contact them through phone. They were noticed in the community in the month of May 2011. We first took up the issue of BS’s TB medication with AP. She shared that she had to gone to her native place to attend to apersonal emergency and she had discontinue BS AKT treatment. She also assured the Prerana team that she has no plans to go back to her native place in the near future and next time whenever she does she will keep the Prerana team in the loop. 

We immediately took BS to Nair Hospital on 25th May, 2011 for medical follow up and explained the doctor about the discontinuation of AKT medication. After a check up the Doctor talked to BS mother and made her understand the importance of the continuation of the TB medication and  again prescribed the medication for next six months. Currently, she is taking medication regularly from the month of May 2011 without any breaks. 

A month after restarting the medication, BS’s mother complained that her child was not taking food properly and having giddiness, fever frequently. We then took the child to the doctor. Thee doctor suggested to get test done to rule out malaria and the diagnosis was negative. He also explained that giddiness may be due to the improper nutritional intake by BS as she is supposed to intake the high protein diet along with the medication. He also suggested that BS be given e milk and egg daily in her food. BS is taking food properly as per the doctor’s suggestion and medication as well. She is supposed to continue this medication for the next three months. 

ESP INPUTS: BS has been admitted in the 1st standard in the Hindi medium school. She is an active girl and goes to school every day and is very happy with all the materials that she received from the school like bag, books etc. BS is a very small built girl and is quite restless. She wants only chicken and eggs and would wonder what is poha. She is also regular at the NCC. Her mother takes good care her. BS’s so-called father has been observed to take better care of her than her mother. 

She completed her 1st standard successfully and now she is promoted to 2nd standard. She is happy to be regular to the school and no complaints from her side in this regard. 

File no: 1662 

Name of the child: BH BS Shaikh 

Date of birth: 15 /9/2006 

Sex: Female 

Native place: Dist: Murshidabad, Tal: Beiiagna West Bengal 

Mother’s name: NJ Shaikh 

Mother tongue: Bengali 

Language known: Hindi and Bengali 

Present address: 14th Lane, Kamatipura. 

Date of admission: 12/4/2011 

First medical check up at Nair hospital: 11/7/2011 

Height: 3.2 feet 

Weight: 15. 1 kgs 

Mother’s History: (as told by mother): NJ was brought to Mumbai 6 years back by her cousin with a promised job as a household help with Rs. 5000 salary per month. It was an offer she could not refuse, so she came to Mumbai but she was sold to a pimp and forced into prostitution. For the 1st year in prostitution, all the money earned by NJ was forcefully taken by her cousin who did not give a penny out of it to her. Her entire family lives in Kolkata and they do not have the slightest clue about NJ’s profession in Mumbai. Here (in Mumbai) NJ gave birth to a boy and girl both of which were born of the same man but she was not married to him. NJ also got an operation done for family planning. All the vaccinations have been given to her daughter. 

About the Child: 

BSa was quite attached to her so called cousin BS (File no. 1646). She would always want to be around BS and was not ready to leave her. She would follow BS everywhere during lunch, studies etc. BSa started coming regularly from the month of July 2011. Her medical check-up started on 11/07/2011 in Nair hospital. Her CBC, MONTO and ESR was done. Her MONTO reports were positive and hence doctor advised a Sonography. Her Sonography was done on 02/08/2011. All the reports were shown to the Doctor on 8/08/2011. Eventually her AKT treatment was started on 08/08/2011. Throughout the medical her mother NJ was actively co-operated with the PSW. 

Mother’s update: BSa’s mother is quite attached to her. She comes to drop her off at the NCC and also to pick her up. She attended the mothers meeting held in April 2011. 

Name of the Child- SPM 

Sex of the Child- Male 

Date of Birth-1/2/1999 

Age in years- 12 years 

Name of The Mother- PM 

Native Place-Shimodali-Chakdor-Kolkotta 

Curreent Address of Mother – 11th lane Kamathipura, Choti Bori Chawal room no 8 1st floor. Mumbai -8 

SPM’s Date of Admission in NCC1-1/2/20006 

Date of admission in Boarding home-7/2/2011 

Name of the boarding home – Children home Dongari 

Readmisson date in  boarding home – August 2011 

Name of the Boarding home- David Sassoon Industrial Institution Matunga Road Mumbai. 

About Mother- 

PM alias SM is a victim of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking. She was sent by her husband with another lady for a job in Mumbai where she was sold to a brothel keeper. PM came in Prerana’s contact in Februay 2006. PM used to stay in the 11th lane in Kamathipura red light area. She was concerned about safety and education of her son SPM and so she admitted him in Prerana’s Night care center in Kamathipura. 

About Child- 

SPM was 7 years old child when he was admitted in Prerana’s NCC at Kamathipura in February 2006. He was enrolled in a formal school by the Education Support Program (ESP) team, in June 2006. 

From the beginning SPM displayed a tendency of being violent towards everyone at the centre. He would use abusive language and would not settle down to participate in any of the activities. PSWs referred him to the In House Counsellor who conducted several one-on-one sessions with him. But the Counsellor was of the opinion that SPM required a much more in-depth treatment owing to some highly unmanageable behaviour conditions. She then suggested that we refer SPM to our Medical Psychiatrist which we did. A few sessions with the Psychiatrist brought about a visible change in SPM. We observed that he was not being as violent as before. We also observed that he was trying his best to participate in all the activities. SPM started concentrating on his studies. He also participated in a dance during the Balak Utsav that took place in December 2006. 

We observed high irregularities in SPM’s attendance from January 2007 onwards and between June to August 2007 he did not come to the centre at all. The ESP team conducted daily visits to his house and discussed the matter with his mother. From September 2007 onwards he started coming regularly to the centre. In December 2007 SPM’s mother took him to their native village in West Bengal and returned only in March 2008. We spotted him in Kamathipura but as soon as he returned his mother migrated to the Turbhe Stores red light area. We obtained updates regarding him through our centre located in Turbhe Stores. After constant convincing, his mother agreed to let us bring him to Kamathipura for his annual exams in April 2008. We found out that SPM was not attending our centre at Turbhe Stores and in May 2008 he and his mother moved back to Kamathipura. 

Meanwhile PM’s aadmi was imprisoned for involvement in community fights. PM gave her complete attention to getting him released, in the process of which she completely neglected SMP owing to which he became violent and let out his anger on the children as well as the staff. The Psychiatrist prescribed medication which the Night Care Centre staff ensured that he took regularly. The Psychiatrist also advised us that we place SPM in an institution because he required an environment which was more stable and healthy. The Institutional Placement Team was then involved in the process of his and his mother’s pre-placement counseling and other procedures prior to placement. Despite several counseling sessions and discussions, SPM refused to leave his mother and go to a boarding home. 

The ESP team members observed that SPM had very positive leadership skills and when harnessed well it distracted him from giving in to his violent tendencies. So the team decided to make him a monitor during the evening study class and he was made responsible for the younger children. We observed that SPM took his role very seriously and was able to curb other children from indulging in fights and unruly behaviour. We were very happy with his progress. But we realized that the environment in his house was not conducive to his development. He was a constant witness to his mother’s physical abuse by her aadmi and also a witness to the same mother giving her all to the very aadmi who beats her mercilessly. SPM soon gave up on attending the centre and openly announced that he wants to become a hooligan (gunda). The ESP team members discussed this matter with SPM’s mother and suggested that they would help her if she wanted to lodge a police complaint against the aadmi. But she refused. 

We continued to keep in touch with SPM and ensure that he came to the centre rather than roam around the red light area during the night hours. SPM was made one of the Committee Members during the 2009 Balak Utsav and he performed his duties extremely well. His suggestions were very apt and he followed up with all the tasks as well as activities. We saw spurts of good behaviour and advanced periods of violent behavior till July 2010. SPM again dropped out from school as well as the centre and during community visits the ESP team found him playing in video game parlours and actively avoiding them when they tried to talk to him. Meanwhile his mother disappeared from the community and we found her in the Falkland Road red light area in November 2010. 

In September 2010 we found SPM working at a hotel which also doubled up as a blue films screening room. We tried reaching out to him but he flatly refused our advances. Finally the ESP team members lodged a complaint with the Nagpada Police Station regarding his rescue. On 7th February 2011 the police rescued SPM and he was kept in the Children’s Home in Dongri. The IPP team regularly followed up with SPM and the CWC regarding his progress. There were  complaints about his violent behavior and his abusive language. The IPP team got an appointment with David Sassoon Boarding Home for his placement. This boarding home is a closed one and we thought that it would be an appropriate place for SPM. Since June 2011 PSWs from the IPP team have been requesting the CWC to transfer SPM to David Sassoon Boarding Home in the presence of the Juvenile Action Police Unit (JAPU) but the CWC was not giving the requisite permission. Eventually after constant follow up on 24th August 2011, SPM was transferred to David Sassoon Boarding Home. 

Interventions Done for the Child: 

SPM is a child who has displayed immense potential for growth and progress but owing to lack of a support system at home he has had to face several traumatic experiences which led him to indulge in extremely violent behavior. But there are also several instances wherein SPM has displayed a very sensitive, caring and protective attitude towards his peers as well the staff of Prerana. He was very attached to his mother and she to him but he was unable to understand how she could beat him under any and every pretext and accept the aadmi who physically abused her on a continuous basis. We worked with SPM at every level and at every point during the time he spent with us. The NCC team helped him take his medication regularly and also cope with other children during the night hours. The ESP team played a key role in his improvement. The team relentlessly followed up with him and his mother and ensured that he was counselled at the right time and given the right opportunities for growth and skills displaying such as appointing him as the monitor during the evening study class and as a Committee Member during the 2009 Balak Utsav. SPM was a favourite with the In House Counsellor and the Medical Psychiatrist and we received several valuable inputs from them regarding the handling of SPM. The IPP team ensured that he was placed in a good boarding home and followed up with the entire process meticulously. Owing to the efforts of the IPP team we were able to facilitate the process of depositing the bond money (in his name in a fixed deposit account in State Bank of India) which the hotel owner had to pay as penalty for employing SPM. The team also continuously followed up with the CWC and got them to transfer him to a boarding home. 

Name: SIA-File No.: 416 

D.O.B: 10/05/2005-Age: 6 years 

Date of admission: 23/2/2011 

Pediatric Checkup: 28/2/2011 

Mother’s Name: SBN Khatun-Mother Tongue: Bengali 

Present Address: KK road, Turbhe store, Vashi, New Mumbai. 

Child’s behavior: SIA is quiet by nature. She does not like staying at the NCC. She returns back home with her elder sister RHA after ESP class. She likes to eat sabudana khichdi and poha. She was a part of the activities held at the summer camp. She is studying in a Hindi medium school named Samata Hindi Vidyalaya. She goes to school at 7:30 am and returns at 12:30 pm. She helps her mother in the household chores. She wears proper school uniform to school. 

Posted: December 2nd, 2011 under Prerana.
Comments: none | [e]
July 2011 Report
On 14th July 2011 a session was conducted with 14 children in the age group of 9 to 11 years. Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Vaishali Karande facilitated the session. The topic was Unity. This topic was selected by the children themselves. The group has formed a collective called Little Star which meets every month to discuss concerns and other matters. During one of the meetings it came out that there was a discord among the members. Many of them were fighting with each other, stealing each other’s belongings etc. Hence they felt that there should be a life skills session on Unity. During the session the facilitators touched upon points like there shouldn’t squabbles on such issues. Even the group was of the opinion that this should not take place. They could understand where they were going out of track. The facilitators then asked them to take responsibility for their as well as their friends’ actions. Another point that came up was that the group had stated a problem and had found a solution to it on their own. At one juncture when it was pointed out that they were the ones who were creating the problems and then complaining about the same, there were some who felt ashamed. An impact of this session was that children were found to behave responsibly and it was also seen that they were taking care of the younger children and helping the caretaking staff in cleaning up the mess they had created. 

On 28th July a session was conducted with 13 children in the age group of 9 to 11 years. Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Vaishali Karande facilitated the session. The topic was Values and Behaviour. The facilitators firstly clarified to the group as to what were values. It was explained to them that values were the guides that help us follow the right path in our lives. They were given examples like: good behaviour, respecting elders, understanding the emotions of the other person, taking care not to hurt others and the like. A question was then asked to them as to whether they were behaving in this manner. The group answered in the negative, “albeit shamefacedly”. They gave examples of how they were behaving in absolute contrast to how they ought to be behaving. The group listened attentively to the session. They seemed to be slightly quiet because they knew that their behaviour was to be questioned. There was also a discussion on how some of their mothers asked them to purchase liquor or tobacco for them and they would do as they were told. They discussed how they should refuse to buy these items and also explain to their mothers the adverse effects of the same. 

[Drawing] 

On 27th July 2011 a mothers’ meeting was held at the Falkland Road centre. There were 30 women who attended the meeting. The topic was Monsoon Ailments. The Resource Person was Dr. Rahul Shinde who was referred to us by Balaram Hospital’s DOTS clinic at the Bane Compound Health Post. Before the resource person began the session PSWs posed 4 questions to the group: what did they understand by monsoon ailments? What are causes of monsoon ailments? How did they identify these ailments? How could these ailments be prevented? There were only 5 women who actively responded  to the questions. Although they responded their responses were not completely accurate. The resource person then began the session. He used posters, charts and pamphlets as audio visual aids. He covered illnesses like: Malaria, typhoid, cholera, diarrhoea, jaundice and gastro intestinal ailments during the session. Dr. Shinde covered points related to the prevention of these ailments, one of them being administration of ORS for diarrhoea. He also referred to maintenance of cleanliness in the kitchen and not to store water for a long time. After the session ended the same questions were asked to the group in the presence of Dr. Shinde. The women responded very well and Dr. Shinde also gave positive feedback regarding their responses. 

[Drawing] 

1. On 5th July 2011 there were 59 children who went for a Mumbai Darshan picnic. This activity was organized in collaboration with Goldman Sachs Community TeamWorks. There were 8 CTW volunteers who attended the picnic and assisted 6 staff members from Prerana. The group stopped over at 20 locations within the city. They had an enjoyable trip and it was observed that the CTW volunteers took good care of their respective groups. They were very touched by the responses of children and as quoted by one of them: “I honestly did not realize that these children would be so intelligent. They are very special. I will always remember this trip.” 

1. On 6th July 2011 a health session was taken with 20 children in the age group of 3 to 5 years. The topic was Common Cold. The facilitator was Ms. Aruna Katkar. Before the session began the facilitator asked children 3 questions: what did they understand by cold? What are the common causes of cold? How did they identify that they had contacted cold? There were 2 responses from the group – one mentioned that sneezing occurs and another mentioned that there is running of nose . The facilitator then began explaining the basic concepts of cold. She covered points like specific symptoms, the importance of good nutrition and care to be taken so as to increase immunity towards the infection. At the end of the session the same 3 questions were asked to the group. There were more than 15 hands that were raised for replies. We observed that those children who were 4 and 5 years old had understood the concept better as compared to the younger ones. 

1. On 7th July 2011 a musician named Joseph Walters visited the Falkland Road centre. He intends to form children’s choirs by collaborating with various NGOs. The intention of his visit was to listen to some of the children from Prerana sing and also explore opportunities of creating a Prerana Choir. Mr. Walters was referred to us by Ms. Jill Beckingham wife of British Deputy High Commissioner in Mumbai . Mr. Walters interacted with Mrs. Priti Patkar and Ms. Preeti Iyer regarding the idea and it was decided that he will keep in touch regarding the future course of activities. 

1. On 8th July 2011 a health camp on Malaria check up was held at the Falkland road centre. We collaborated with the government dispensary at the RS Nimkar Marg Health Post in Mumbai Central for the camp. There were 6 members who came from the Health Post: one doctor, one nurse and 4 Community Health Volunteers. There were 120 children, mothers and staff members who availed of the services. The doctor mentioned that the test results will be available after 3 days. They contacted us after 3 days and informed us that none of those who came for a check-up test positive for Malaria. 

1. On 12th July 2011 a health session was conducted for 75 children in the age group of 6 to 13 years. The topic was General Health. PSWs facilitated the session. This session also began with the following 3 questions: what is the meaning of being clean and healthy? Is it necessary to maintain personal hygiene? How could cleanliness be maintained? There were than 50% who responded to all the 3 questions. The session began with a general run through of the topic. The facilitators touched upon the entire personal hygiene routine that had to be followed as soon as one wakes up. They demonstrated how to brush teeth appropriately. They also explained the importance of getting into the habit of bathing and using the bathroom daily. After the session the facilitators posed the same questions and the group responded very well. 

1. On 22nd July 2011 a health session was conducted at the Falkland Road centre. There were 60 children in the age group of 6 years and above who participated in the session. PSWs facilitated the session and the topic was Taking Care of the Eyes. As always there were 5 questions posed to the group: Is it necessary to take care of the eyes? If yes then how it should be done? What should be done to ensure that eyes are safe? What were the various eye related illnesses that the group had heard of? The group was unanimous on the response that it was necessary to take care of the eyes. There were some who could mention points related to taking care of the eyes but they were aware of only ‘sore’ eyes as an eye infection. The facilitators touched upon various points related to the topic such as the delicate physical structure of the eyes and how particular care should be taken to prevent any injury. They mentioned about the Kamathipura Eye Hospital where one of the participants had received treatment. She spoke about her experience there. The group was told about this hospital and how they could use the services available there. The facilitators also touched upon eating foods that were rich in Vitamin A such as carrots and green leafy vegetables which are beneficial for good eyesight. They mentioned the various eye related ailments like night blindness and cataract. The session ended with the facilitators asking the same questions to the group. It was observed that the group responded very well to the questions. The older children (11-14 years) were better able to internalize the concept and respond accordingly. The same session was taken with children in the age group of 3-5 years on the same day. There were 20 children who attended the session. The session with children did not include the complicated eye ailments and the facilitator touched upon the basics of eye care. 

1. On 22nd July 2011 a health session was held with 35 children in the age group of 3 to 6 years. PSWs facilitated the session and the topic was Taking Care of the Eyes. The same points were covered as mentioned above. Children responded well to the questions after the session was completed. 

1. On 22nd July 2011 two health sessions were conducted with 2 groups. There were 12 children in the age group of 3 to 5 years and 18 children in the age group of 6 to 12 years who attended the 2 sessions. The topic was Taking Care of the Eyes. The format followed was the same as mentioned above. It was observed that both groups responded well to the session and participated actively in the same. 

1. On 26th July 2011 Ms. Mugdha Dandekar attended a meeting organized by Hamara Foundation at Bandra Kurla Complex. The meeting pertained to establishing a children’s bank wherein children can save money and create a self help group. Since RBI regulations did not allow them to use the words bank, banker and banking they named this venture Children’s Development Khazana. They had invited several NGOs to explore collaboration opportunities. The group suggested to them that they try out the venture on their own for a year and the rest of the groups will then take a decision on the same. 

1. On 29th July 2011 a training session was conducted for the Rakshak Collective. There were 30 members present for the training and the topic was Malaria. PSWs facilitated the session. Audio visual aids like posters and pamphlets were used for the session. The facilitators began the session with some basic questions such as causes, symptoms and prevention of Malaria. There were 4-5 members who responded to the questions. The facilitators began the session and covered the various aspects of Malaria. They touched upon all the points that the members would have to remember when they interacted with their peers and with the community members. The facilitators also mentioned that if any of the members came across any Malaria positive patients they could assist them by giving them information about hospitals. The same 5 questions when posed after the session brought out correct responses from almost all the children. They had internalized the concept well. They were also aware that they will have to take this knowledge to their peers and to the people living in the red light area. 

1. On 29th July 2011, there were 3 members of the Rakshak Collective who took a session on Malaria with 25 children in the age group of 3-5 years. They touched upon all the points that they had received training on. The participants listened to the attentively and also responded to their questions well. 

1. On 29th July 2011 a career session was organized for 15 peer group members. Mr. Ashok Rathod who has founded OCSAR Foundation was the resource person. Ashok used to be associated with Doorstep NGO and he was a participant of the Magic Bus sessions. Eventually Ashok developed his football skills to such an extent that he established an NGO of his own and is currently conducting football training for children living in slum communities through his NGO. Ashok was a Peer Leader at Magic Bus and in 2006 he registered his NGO whilst he was working with Magic Bus as a Peer Leader. Ashok received sponsorship from Ashoka Youth Innovations and initiated his work. He shared his experiences with the group and touched upon the goals of his NGO, his struggle during the initial years and how it was necessary to be realistic while starting one’s own venture. His is an example of giving back to the community to which one belongs and he stressed upon this point with the group. 
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Name of the Child: SJ GT Gupta 

File No: NCC III 349 

Age: 7 years 

Date of Admission: 8/1/2009 

First NMMC Check-up: 3/2/09 

First Paediatric Check-up: 14/1/09 

Native Place: Solapur 

Mother Tongue: Marathi 

Languages known: Marathi, Hindi 

Address: KK Road, Turbhe Store, Vashi, Navi Mumbai 

GT was married, but she belonged to an extremely poor family. She came to Mumbai in 2005 at the Vashi-Turbhe community. There she started living in the red-light area and took up a job as a money collector at a public toilet. At that time SJ was at her village. 

During a community visit the team saw SJ in the community and spoke to GT about getting him admitted to the night care centre. SJ was admitted on 8th January 2009. In the beginning he was regular. But in July 2009 he became unwell and hence started being quite irregular. The team along with his mother took him to the hospital and got him treated. 

On 5th August he was enrolled in the formal school in 1st standard. He was given books, bags and uniform by the school. SJ would keep all these very carefully and he would also concentrate on his studies. SJ can read Marathi and he is also able to write numbers from 1 to 100. He goes to school wearing neat and clean clothes. At times SJ would come to the centre for lunch at 3 pm or he would go home. 

His mother comes to the mothers’ meetings at times. She is not very regular. SJ has a sister at the night care centre. Her name is Manisha (File no. 348). SJ’s friend is SU Naskar (File no. 332). He attended the Balak Utsav during December 2009 and also participated in the rally and a dance. 

In January 2010, SJ developed scabies in his arms and legs. The concentration of the infection was very high on his hands. Hence he was not able to eat well and had to use a spoon to eat food. During the weekly visits by the Paediatrician, he was advised to start the medication for scabies. SJ was given a 5-days dosage and a cream to be applied on the affected area. He was also recommended Niko Soap for bathing. After 5 days it was found that the infection did not abate hence the doctor advised a similar dosage but for a duration of 7 days. The prolonged treatment helped in reducing the infection to a great extent. SJ is being constantly followed-up by the doctor during his weekly consultation visits. 

Feb 2010 till July 2011 update: SJ regularly attended school, the NCC, as well as the study classes. His half yearly exam results were declared in October 2010 and he secured the following grades; 

	Marathi 
	Math 
	Craft 

	45/100 
	38/100 
	42/100 


In the month of December 2010, he had received 16 stars as part of the star system (behavior modification activity). He was gifted a toothpaste and a toothbrush for the same. 

SJ is friends with AL (File # 146) from the NCC and spends a lot of time with him. He goes to school every day in his school uniform. He cooperates well with the study class teacher and completes all his home work properly. He likes to eat omlet-pav and idli-sambhar. He sometimes helps with household chores such as filling water. He mingles well with all at the Centre. 

SJ’s siblings also attend the NCC – MHA Gupta (File # 348) and SDP Gupta (File # 373). 

SJ passed his grade I and was promoted to grade II  and started attending school from  June 2011 and since then has been regularly attending school, and the NCC. 

File no: 157 (NCC II) 

Name of the child:  RJS 

Date of birth: 22/04/1998 

Age: 13 years 

Sex: Male 

Native place: Sonarpur, West Bengal 

Mother’s name: JS 

Mother tongue: Bengali 

Language known: Hindi, Bengali and English 

Present address: Mother has been admitted to a TB hospital in Sewri, Mumbai. RJS has been placed in a shelter home. 

Date of admission: 10/01/2001 

Date of readmission: 13/09/2007 and 03/03/2011 

First check up by Pediatrician (Dr. Rao):  18/01/2001 and 27/09/2007 

First medical check up at Nair hospital:  11/01/2011 

Date of re-medical check up: 27/09/2007 and 03/05/2011 

Height: 5.6 ft 

Weight: 35.8 Kgs. 

Current Education Status: studying in 6th standard 

Currently Admitted to: Don Bosco Shelter Home for Boys, Wadala, Mumbai 

Mother’s History: (as told by mother) 

JS belonged to a very poor family and was forced to enter into the flesh trade owing to her circumstances. She is a VOCSET and has been living in the Falkland Road red light area for over 10 years. JS has 2 children (boys), RJS and AJS (File no. 896). Currently JS has been admitted to a TB Hospital in Sewri. Her condition is worsening as each day goes by. Both RJS and AJS have been admitted to shelter homes in Mumbai. RJS has been placed in Don Bosco and AJS is currently placed in Asha Sadan. 

About the Child: 

RJS was admitted to the night care centre at Falkland Road on 10/01/2001. He was 3 years old then. RJS attended the night care centre and Balwadi regularly. RJS used to be a very quiet child. He would cry a lot when his mother dropped him to the centre but would eventually settle down. RJS was very attached to his mother. His mother took good care of him and loved him equally. She would pick him up and drop him daily. She also attended the mothers’ meetings regularly. 

In April 2003 RJS’s mother placed him in Navjeevan’s shelter home at Murbad owing to the raids that were taking place in the Falkland Road red light area. She was afraid for her child’s well being and hence took this step. RJS was in Navjeevan till September 2007. We could not obtain any updates regarding RJS during the interim years owing to the strict policies of Navjeevan. 

RJS’s mother brought him back to the community in September 2007 because he was not keeping too well at the shelter home. He had developed boils on his body and was ill. She brought him to the centre and got him re-admitted on 13/09/2007. His re-medical check-up was done on 27/09/2007. RJS was regular from then on. He attended the night care centre every day. His mother enrolled him in Marwadi Vidyalaya, English medium school in Girgaum. He attended school regularly. His mother also enrolled him in a private tuition class hence he would not attend the evening study class at Prerana. RJS participated in activities like: magic play, life skills sessions, play activity and health sessions. He attended all the events like: festivals, parties, picnics and the like that were organized. RJS performed well in academics also and cleared his exams effortlessly. 

During May 2009 JS left the community and took RJS with her to Kolkata. RJS had passed 4th standard then. JS was diagnosed with TB hence she left the community to commence on her treatment in Kolkata. Her family in Kolkata suggested that she stay back. She decided to do the same and came back to Mumbai in July 2009 during which PSWs met her in the community. She gave them updates regarding RJS and mentioned that she was planning on enrolling him in a school there, hence she had come to Mumbai to take his school leaving certificate. She admitted RJS in Jyotirmoy Public School (English medium), in Sonarpur, Kolkata on 29/04/2009. JS completed her treatment and she became well. 

Till January 2011 PSWs had no further updates about either RJS or JS. Finally in the first week of February 2011, JS, RJS and AJS (1 and half years old) came to the centre and met PSWs. JS mentioned that she had returned to Mumbai because she had a TB relapse and wanted to get treatment in Mumbai. She requested PSWs to enrol RJS in the night care centre. RJS had completed 5th standard from Jyotirmoy Public School. JS had obtained his school leaving certificate and other documents and returned to Mumbai. 

PSWs enrolled RJS and AJS in the Falkland Road night care centre on 03/03/2011. JS had taken a room in Fatima Building and was following up on her treatment at Nair Hospital. RJS attended the night care centre regularly from 29/3/2011 onwards. He participated in activities like: health sessions, Dancing Feet and play activity. While other students were preparing for their exams during the evening study class, he would hang around and read books. During the day he would accompany his mother to the hospital.  RJS attended the Balak Utsav on 12th February 2011. 

JS’s condition started worsening and she was becoming weaker and weaker. She requested PSWs to keep RJS and AJS for 24 hours at the centre since she was planning on gaining admission to the TB Hospital in Sewri. RJS’s re-medical check up was done on 03/05/2011. RJS and AJS stayed at the centre from 1/5/2011 to 3/5/2011 after which PSWs presented both of them to the Child Welfare Committee, Mumbai. RJS was retained at the Observation Home in Dongri and AJS was referred to Asha Sadan on an immediate basis. JS had some problems with getting treatment at the hospital since the name with which she had gained admission and the name on her ration card were not matching. She came back to the PSWs with this problem and PSWs helped her get an affidavit based on which she was able to complete her admission procedure. 

In June 2011, the Probationary Officer (PO) at Dongri, mentioned during a follow-up visit that PSWs facilitate a meeting between RJS and his mother. PSWs expressed that they would require a Juvenile Action Police Unit (JAPU) escort for the same so as to protect RJS. But the PO was of the opinion that PSWs had taken unescorted children previously hence they shouldn’t have a problem and she further added that PSWs will have to take a written permission from the CWC for the same. RJS also wanted to meet his younger brother, AJS who was in Asha Sadan for which PSWs were asked to take permission from the CWC again. The delay that took place in following up with these procedures instilled a sense of frustration within RJS. He responded quite negatively to the PSWs during a follow-up meeting at the CWC office. 

RJS’s admission procedure at Don Bosco was ongoing but the authorities were suggesting that RJS and AJS be transferred to their branch in Kolkata since RJS had lived and studied there. They were quite adamant about this. PSWs requested them to reconsider the suggestion since the mother was admitted to a hospital in Mumbai and if the children were to be placed in Kolkata they might not get an opportunity to meet their mother. This discussion ensued and finally the authorities consented to PSWs’ suggestion. On 2/7/2011, PSWs met JS at the hospital and discussed with her regarding RJS and AJS’s future planning. She mentioned that she would like that RJS and AJS continue to stay at the shelter homes. She requested the CWC and Prerana to take any decisions that would pertain to the boys. JS gave this undertaking in written to the PSWs. 

Finally on 18/7/2011 PSWs submitted the application, for facilitating a meeting between RJS and his mother as well as brother, to the CWC but RJS was given a transfer order to Don Bosco on the same day. The transfer date was for 19/7/2011. Don Bosco representative picked up the order from the CWC and escorted him to the shelter home on 19/7/2011. PSWs visited RJS at Don Bosco on 20/7/2011. RJS seemed very happy to be there. PSW counselled him regarding his mother’s weak condition. On 21/7/2011 PSWs took RJS to meet his mother at Sewri along with a JAPU escort. His mother, JS was also pleased that he was enrolled in Don Bosco. Currently Don Bosco is processing RJS’s school admission formalities. 

File no: 1668 

Name of the child: AS 

Date of birth: 20/03/2004 

Sex: Female 

Native place: Basirat, Swarupnagar, 24 Parganas (N), West Bengal 

Mother’s name: SS 

Mother tongue: Bengali 

Language known: Bengali and Hindi 

Present address: 2nd Floor, Building no 102, 13th lane, Kamathipura 

Date of admission: 21/6/2011 

First medical check up at Nair hospital: 2/07/2011 

Mother’s History: (as told by mother): 

SS was married when she was young. She had children, AS (son) and AS (daughter). Her husband brought her to Mumbai and sold her at Kamathipura. He returned back to their village. She would send him money under the impression that he was utilizing it for supporting the children. SS also worked in a steel factory (in the packaging division) in between Mira Road and Bhayandar. She worked at the factory for 3 years. SS then went back to her village assuming that everything will be fine. But she found out that her husband was using her money to drink and gamble and was neglecting the children. SS was very upset. She fought with her husband and returned back to Kamathipura. Her husband followed her with the children after 3 months with the expectation that she’ll forgive him and accept him. But SS took custody of her children and left her husband. She had to borrow money because AS was not well and currently her debt amount has risen to Rs. 30,000. She found out about Prerana’s night care centre from other women and enrolled AS therein. Her in-laws know about her profession but her parents don’t. 

About the Child: 

DT‘s (File no 1409) mother brought SS and AS to Prerana for AS’s admission. AS regularly attended the night care center (NCC). She settled well in the NCC. DT accompanied AS to the NCC. AS liked the food that was served and she also slept well during the nights. AS was admitted to the 1st standard within a few days. She regularly went to school and attended the evening study class. AS proved to be a quiet and obedient girl. 

In March 2011 AS had Jaundice for which her mother got treatment done at Nair Hospital. SS completed AS’s medical follow-up from Nair Hospital. AS had fractured her left hand when she was admitted to the centre. SS was doing the fracture follow up also at Nair Hospital. AS’s medical check up was done on 20th July 2011. She was diagnosed as TB positive. Her AKT treatment commenced on the same day. 

While AS’s medical follow-up was ongoing she remained absent for 7 days. PSWs followed up regarding her progress during home visits. They offered to help SS with the fracture follow-up and SS consented. She handed over all the relevant documents to PSWs. PSWs conducted the necessary follow-up and on 19th July 2011 AS’s fracture was removed. 

File no:  889 

Name of the child: AMS 

Date of birth: 22/12/2008 

Age: 3.5 years 

Sex: Male 

Native place: West Bengal 

Mother’s name: MS 

Mother tongue: Bengali 

Language known: Bengali, Hindi 

Present address: 2nd Floor, Pandu Maharaj Chawl, 5th Falkland road. Mumbai- 400 004 

Date of admission: 21/1/2011 

First medical check up at Nair hospital: 27/1 2011 

First paediatrician checkup: 9/3/2011 

Height: 2ft 5 inches. 

Weight: 11kgs. 

Mother’s History (according to the mother): 

MS was married in her village. She has 3 children, IMS who lives in the village with her husband, MMS and AMS. When she was pregnant, she and her husband had come to Mumbai and MMS was born in J.J. Hospital, after which they returned to the village. Sometime after that she separated from her husband since he was constantly harassing her and she took MMS and AMS and went to her mother’s place. While residing at her mother’s place she met a woman who told her about a possibility of getting a job in Mumbai. The woman was involved in the flesh trade in Falkland Road and she introduced MS to the trade as well. She has been in this trade for 5 years now. 

Health status: 

AMS was delivered at Nair Hospital. He was delivered normally. His immunization is under process. After his admission his general check up was done and the reports were normal. During the last week of April 2011 AS developed fever and weakness. The visiting Paediatrician referred him to Nair Hospital. His treatment commenced and the doctor recommended another complete check up. The results brought out that he was Montox positive and his ESR count was high. The doctor prescribed AKT treatment for him and it was initiated accordingly. AS has completed 2 and half months of treatment. 

Child’s behavior: 

AS was regular at the NCC. He participated in the all the activities at Prerana like New Year party, Republic Day celebration, Balak Utsav and Balwadi. He participated well in Balak Utsav. He also was a part of activities at the NCC like Puppet shows, origami, storytelling and Balwadi classes where he was taught names of various animals, fruits and vegetables and also numbers and alphabets. His mother dropped him and picked him up on time from the NCC. His mother attended Mothers meetings regularly. AS attended the TT camp, Malaria check up camp, health check up camp, Vitamin A camp and pulse polio camp. He attended the paediatrician check up regularly. He is quite attached to his sister MMS (NCC 2 File No. 780) 

File no: 165 

Name of the child: RMK 

Date of birth: 2/1/1999 

Sex: Male 

Native place: Kolkata 

Mother’s name: MK 

Mother tongue: Bengali 

Language known: Hindi and Bengali 

Present address: Ground Floor, Pandu Maharaj Chawl, Kolsa Galli, 5th Lane, Falkland Road 

Date of admission: 14/2/2001 

First Pediatrician Check-up: 15/3/2001 

First medical check up at Nair hospital: 12/3/2004 

Mother’s History: 

MK’s parents died when she was very young so her friend brought her to Mumbai. Her friend lived in Ville Parle and worked at a beer bar. The friend had an aadmi with whom she got into a fight so she left Ville Parle and came to Falkland Road along with MK. Both of them entered the flesh trade and have been continuing in it ever since. MK has been living in Mumbai for over 20 years now. 

About the Child: 

PSWs met RMK and MK during a community visit. MK had alcohol problems even then. PSWs saw that RMK was very weak and his mother was lying about in a drunken state. They suggested to her regarding the option of the NCC. She then admitted him to the NCC on 14th February 2001. PSWs conducted a medical check up and he was found to be TB positive. MK was very disturbed by this information and refused to get him treated. She would get into arguments with the PSWs but after constant follow-up PSWs managed to get his treatment started. 

RMK attended the NCC regularly. He was enrolled in Balwadi and he attended the classes daily. In 2004 when RMK was supposed to be in school his mother became shelterless since her aadmi would go to his village often and there was no one to pay the rent. Hence she enrolled him in Navjeevan’s centre in Sindhi Galli. RMK was sent to Murbad in the year 2005. He was enrolled in school there which he attended regularly. In the year 2008 Navjeevan retained only the girls in Murbad and sent all the boys to their centre in Sindhi Galli. He would stay at the Navjeevan centre and attend the Sindhi Galli Municipal School in 4th standard. RMK would stay at the NCC whenever Navjeevan’s centre was closed. 

In 2009 Navjeevan authorities decided to send their boys to Navjeevan Murbad under the condition that they will remain at the boarding home till they turn 18 years and they will not be moved from there before that. MK refused to send RMK to Murbad and he came to the NCC from then on. He has been regular ever since. 

RMK is an intelligent boy. He is very fond of his mother but he would get very disturbed by her drinking problem. RMK’s so-called father is also an alcoholic and this compounds RMK’s psychological problems. 

RMK participated in all the activities such as play activity, life skills sessions, health sessions, camps, parties, festivals and the like very enthusiastically. In April 2010 he was diagnosed with a mild case of leprosy, the non-contagious type, for which he underwent treatment. The doctor prescribed a diet for him which he still continues to take. 

RMK is a thinking boy. But he tends to neglect his personal hygiene. PSWs referred him to the Counsellor and he continues to attend sessions with her. RMK has positive leadership qualities and he is quite vocal during meetings. He is currently a member of the Rakshak Collective and he participated well in the activities. 

MK requested PSWs to place RMK in a boarding home. The process commenced in June 2011. His re-medical check up was done on 4th July 2011. MK and he were counselled regarding the process. All the procedures were completed and his case was also presented before the Child Welfare Committee. But during the end of July 2011 she suddenly went back on her decision and refused to send RMK to the boarding home. Currently RMK is attending the Municipal School in Sindhi Galli in Marathi medium, and is in the 7th standard. 


Posted: December 2nd, 2011 under Prerana.
Comments: none | [e]
June 2011 Report
Night Care Center (NCC): 

Manpower: 18 Full time caretakers, 5 health workers and 3 social workers together managed the 3 NCCs. 

During the reporting period the centre wise average attendance of children at NCCs was 

NCC I (Kamathipura): 60 

NCC II (Falkland Rd.): 130 

NCC III (Vashi Turbhe): 38 

	June 2011 
	NCC I Kamathi 

pura 
	NCC II Falkland Road 
	NCCIII Vashi Turbhe 
	Total 

	No. of new admissions in the month of June 2011 
	8 
	5 
	2 
	15 

	No. of readmissions in the month of  June 2011 
	9 
	10 
	0 
	19 

	No. of children whose full medical checkup is pending in the month of June 2011. 
	2 
	2 
	1 
	5 


Reasons for pending medical check up: 

1. Some children were enrolled at the NCC in the last week of the month, thus their medical check up will be conducted in the following month. 

2. At times children also drop out after 2 days or a week. Hence this delays the medical check-up which then has to be conducted after the child returns. 

3. Some mothers are undergoing counseling regarding the importance of a medical check up. This delays the process. 

Doctors Visits: 

	Dates 
	No of visits 
	NCC II 

Falkland road and NCC I Kamathipura 
	
	
	No of visits 
	NCC III 

Turbhe Vashi 
	
	
	
	

	
	3 
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 
	4 
	Boys 
	Girls 
	
	Total 
	

	1/6/2011 
	
	22 
	16 
	38 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15/6/2011 
	
	30 
	11 
	41 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29/6/2011 
	
	19 
	25 
	44 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8/6/2011 
	
	
	
	
	
	10 
	13 
	
	23 
	

	13/6/2011 
	
	
	
	
	
	9 
	15 
	
	24 
	

	22/6/2011 
	
	
	
	
	
	9 
	18 
	
	27 
	

	27/6/2011 
	
	
	
	
	
	9 
	18 
	
	27 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Treatment: 

As per the admission procedure, in this month all the children who were newly enrolled in NCC II, III, & I have gone through preliminary medical check-up at Nair hospital and Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation  hospital. Any further follow ups are done at Sewri Hospital, Kasturba Hospital, JJ hospital and Kamathipura eye hospital. The Doctor regularly visits the Turbhe Vashi center every Wednesday. 

Children who were hyper active, bed-wetting & had other behavioral concern were referred to the visiting counselor and when needed, also referred to Dr. Anita Sukhwani, the psychiatrist. 

	June 2011 
	No. Of children receiving treatment for TB 
	
	
	Referred to a hospital for other treatment 
	
	
	Ref to Child Guidance Clinic 
	
	

	
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 

	Kamathipura 
	2 
	1 
	3 
	35 
	18 
	53 
	28 
	24 
	52 

	Falkland Rd. 
	2 
	2 
	4 
	40 
	20 
	60 
	30 
	27 
	57 

	Turbhe- Vashi 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	2 
	2 
	4 
	0 
	0 
	0 

	Children from Boarding Homes 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	3 
	0 
	3 
	0 
	0 
	0 

	Total 
	4 
	3 
	7 
	80 
	40 
	120 
	58 
	51 
	109 


First Aid Facilities: 

	First Aid 
	Kamathipura 
	
	
	Falkland Rd. 
	
	
	Turbhe Vashi 
	
	
	
	

	
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 
	Boys 
	Girls 
	
	Total 
	

	1st to 30th June 2011 
	17 
	15 
	32 
	22 
	18 
	40 
	8 
	7 
	
	15 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Pulse Polio: 

	Pulse Polio 
	Kamathipura 
	
	
	Falkland Rd. 
	
	
	Turbhe Vashi 
	
	

	
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 
	Boys 
	Girls 
	Total 

	26th June 2011 
	42 
	45 
	87 
	50 
	48 
	98 
	12 
	8 
	20 


Details of Life Skills Education Sessions conducted during this month 

On 9th June a session was held with 11 children in the age group of 12 years and above. The facilitator was Mr. Reehan Mirza. The topic was Personality Development. The session began with a discussion on how we talk, how we live, how we look, how do people view us, what is our body language in different interactions, how do we change with age and the like. The discussion was good and the group interacted well with each other. After this discussion an activity was conducted. All the participants were made to sit in a circle. They were given a sheet of paper in which they were asked to write 10 positive and 10 negative points. Each participant was asked to pass her/his paper around the group and the rest were asked to incorporate their perceptions regarding the participant in question and return it back to her/him. A discussion was held regarding the findings. The group realized that there were several points that they did not know about themselves and found this exercise very helpful. Since anonymity was maintained the post activity discussion was neutral and constructive. The group realized that with age they had to bring about a change in themselves. The session ended with a game. Two participants were made to stand up and given a topic to discuss on. These 2 participants were of the same age and they spoke to each other as peers. Then one of them was replaced with an older boy and after that the facilitator became the next replacement. The group observed that there was a marked change in the tone of all 3 interactions. They enjoyed the session. The group mentioned that they would like the next session to be on Ideals since they wanted a revision of the same. 

On 10th June a session was held with 15 children in the age group of 9 to 12 years. Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Vaishali Karande facilitated the session. The topic was Ideals. The facilitators started with discussing the importance of having an aim in life from which they proceeded to how if there is an Ideal in mind then the path becomes much easier. It was also discussed as to who could be considered as Ideals and why was it important to have Ideals. The group found it a little difficult to understand the concept of Ideals. They thought that the person whom they liked/admired the most is their Ideal. It was then discussed with them that there was also the possibility of considering a person who has achieved success in her/his life as an Ideal. A point was put in that there needs to be a realistic viewing of this matter and the group was asked to think about the same for the next session. 

On 23rd June a session was held with 12 children in the age group of 12 years and above. Mr. Reehan Mirza was the facilitator. The topic was Ideals. The session began with a discussion on what are we involved in and who we are involved with in day-to-life. In addition was a discussion on who do we like to spend time with the most. The group mentioned: television, dance, games, school, peers and discussed the same. The group was then asked to zero in on the space/sphere/person that they spend the most time with. There were several responses like: school, television, peers. A question was then posed as to -was it from these that we chose our Ideal or do we think about who an Ideal is and then decide to choose that individual as our Ideal. The group was confused with this concept in the sense that they chose those individuals whom they liked/loved as their Ideals. When probed further they realized that these people whom they liked/loved were not necessarily people whom they would like to consider as their Ideals. The group was then able to specify their Ideals and their responses were: Shahrukh Khan, Shaimak Davar, Mrs. Priti Patkar, Mr. Aashik from Magic Bus and the like. There were some participants who were not able to identify any person as their Ideal. The facilitator provided a understandable working definition of the term Ideal and the group was able to understand the concept. After this discussion an activity was conducted wherein the participants were made to sit in a circle and given a piece of chalk. They were asked to make a circle in front of them and write the word Ideal inside it. Then they were asked to draw arrows coming out from the circle and write all the qualities that they would like to possess. The group wrote qualities like: has completed education, is working for the underprivileged, has maintained a good physique, dances well and the like. After this they were asked to check as to whether these qualities were present in their Ideals and if yes then they were asked to write the name of their Ideal inside the circle. The group enjoyed this session. 

On 26th June a follow-up session was held with 15 children in the age group of 9-12 years. The topic was Ideals. The facilitators, Ms. Aruna Katkar and Ms. Vaishali Karande, firstly took a feedback of the previous session. They then asked the group to discuss about the point with which they ended the previous session, wherein they had to think realistically about their Ideals. There were some very good responses from the group. One child mentioned that his ideal was his class mate, a boy who came from a poor family but displayed immense capacity for leadership, and was now the Discipline Minister of the school. A girl mentioned that her Ideal was her class teacher, who respected all children and was an excellent human being. Another girl mentioned that her Ideal was her mother who took such good care of her and raised her so well. All the group members contributed to the discussion. 

Details of Mothers’ Meetings held during the month 

On 24th June 2011 a meeting was held with 20 mothers at the Falkland Road center. This meeting pertained to education and was taken up by the team members of the Education Support Program. This meeting covered points like: adhering to school rules and regulations, importance of attending school regularly, mother’s role in the child’s academics, informing PSWs if there is an intention of leaving the community, importance of attending evening study class, information regarding private coaching classes and the like. There was also distribution of stationary items like pen, pencil, erasers and note books. 

On 18th June 2011, Ms. Alka Gadge from Johnson and Johnson (Research and Development) conducted a session on Menstruation with adolescent girls, mothers and the NCC staff. She covered points like: age of onset, changes that take place within the body and mind at the onset, the various complications like: body pain, cramps etc, cleanliness and hygiene that needs to be maintained, how to use a sanitary pad, what is white discharge, what is menopause and when is its onset, myths and misconceptions regarding menstruation. The session was interactive in nature. There were several queries raised by the participants regarding irregular menses and menopause which Ms. Gadge responded to. On the whole it was an informative session. 

Health and other activities conducted during this month 

1. On 1st June 2011 a party was held to mark the end of the month long summer camp that was held in the month of May 2011. There were 150 children who attended the party. Children who won in competitions that were held during the summer camp were given prizes during the party. All children danced to latest hit songs and dressed up in their very best clothes. They were given a special meal of chicken biryani and ice cream. 

1. On 3rd, 4th and 5th June 2011, a 3 days residential camp for girls was held at Prerana’s Naunihal Center in Kharghar. There were 52 girls who participated in the camp. Ms. Saumya Bahuguna and Mrs. Priti Patkar coordinated the camp. The theme was Rights and sessions related to women and law, women and rights ,gender discrimination during the 3 days. External resource persons were called for the same. Some alumni of Prerana, who are now married and well settled, interacted with the group, through an interview, regarding their experiences and also regarding how to make use of all the opportunities that come their way in a wise manner so that they do not lose out on these opportunities owing to inappropriate behaviours or unwise decisions. These older girls also spoke about living in Group Home and life after Institution. Older girls who are now working shared their experiences related to rules and regulations to be followed in workplace, ethics to be followed, managing  life during this phase of life. There was also a session on ‘partners in life, boyfriends, marriage and the need to discuss these relationships with people whom you trust. The girls enjoyed themselves thoroughly. 

1. On 6th June 2011 a health session was held with 55 children in the age group of 7 to 14 years at the Falkland Road center. The topic was Care to be Taken during Monsoon. PSWs conducted the session. Points covered were: not to play in stagnant puddles, common monsoon illness and how to take precautionary care during this season such as drying their hair when they get wet. At all our centers we have towels in place which children use to dry themselves. 

1. On 8th June 2011, 40 girls were taken for a screening of a play Kyu Kyu Ladki at Bal Bhawan, Charni Road, Mumbai. Ms. Tania Mahajan who is associated with a group that is involved in play way method of educating children, sponsored the event. The play was about education of the girl child. There were 4 staff members who accompanied the girls for the play. The group enjoyed the play thoroughly. 

1. On 10th June 2011 a health session was conducted for 15 children at Falkland Road and 33 children at Kamathipura centers. These children were in the age group of 2 to 5 years. PSWs conducted the session. The topic was Cutting of Nails. PSWs covered points like: how dirt gets accumulated under long nails and causes infection, how children injure each other by scratching and the like. It was also added that on every Monday of a month nails would be cut. Children mentioned that they will also take the responsibility of reminding the staff to cut their nails on Mondays. 

1. On 14th June 2011 a health session was held with 60 children in the age group of 6 to 14 years at Falkland Road. The topic was General Health. PSWs conducted the session. Points covered were: cutting nails, keeping hair short, washing hands frequently, and wearing clean clothes, drinking boiled water and the like. Children enjoyed the session. It was mentioned that personal hygiene and cleanliness was an important parameter in the Behaviour Modification activity (Star System) and children were actually observed by the staff and ranked as per their cleanliness quotient. There was a discussion among the children regarding this and they voiced out that they’ll make an effort to be consistently clean. 

1. On 15th June 2011 2 health sessions were held with 30 children (15 in the age group of 2 to 5 and 15 children in the age group of 6 to 14 years). The topic was Care to be taken during Monsoon. PSWs conducted the session. Points covered were: not to play in stagnant puddles, common monsoon illness and how to take precautionary care during this season such as drying their hair when they get wet. 

1. On 24th June 2011 a health session was held with 14 children in Falkland Road center and 35 children in Kamathipura center. The age group was 2 to 5 years. The topic was Care to be taken during Monsoon. PSWs conducted the session. Points covered were: not to play in stagnant puddles, common monsoon illness and how to take precautionary care during this season such as drying their hair when they get wet. 

1. On 24th June 2011 a meeting was held with 20 mothers at the Falkland Road center. This meeting pertained to education and was taken up by the team members of the Education Support Program. This meeting covered points like: adhering to school rules and regulations, importance of attending school regularly, mother’s role in the child’s academics, informing PSWs if there is an intention of leaving the community, importance of attending evening study class, information regarding private coaching classes and the like. There was also distribution of stationary items like pen, pencil, erasers and note books. 

1. On 24th June 2011 PSWs conducted a pre-activity meeting with members of the Child-to-Child brigade named Rakshak. As decided by the collective, they were to participate in the pulse polio activity that was to take place on 26th June 2011. This meeting was also a short training in which it was discussed as to how the members will go about the activity and what tasks they will be called upon to perform. There were also role plays on the questions that might be asked by the mothers and appropriate responses for the same. 

1. On 26th June 2011, the Child to Child brigade - Rakshak, accompanied PSWs and health workers from the Government Health Post to reach out to children in the red light areas for polio drops. The Rakshak Collective members from Falkland Road and Kamathipura were involved in this activity. There were 20 members who helped the health workers in administering the dosage and going from door-to-door to inform families regarding the same. The Rakshak members took this opportunity to also spread awareness regarding immunization among the mothers in the red light areas. They had undergone training regarding the same during the previous month and they took this information further to the community. They also informed mothers regarding the various health centers and clinics that were in the vicinity of the red light areas. It was found out that the reach on 22nd May 2011 in Falkland Road was 55 children and when the Rakshak members joined the activity the reach was found to be 98 children. 
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SATISTICS: 

Following is an overview of the new admissions that were done in the night care centers of Falkland Road and Kamathipura in the year 2010: 

KAMATHIPURA : Total New admissions :53 

Gender wise break-up of new admissions: 

Total: 53 admissions 

	File. No. 
	Girls 
	Boys 

	1599 to 1651 
	31 
	22 


Age wise break-up of new admissions: 

	File. No. 
	0-5 
	6-10 
	10 and above 

	1599 to 1651 
	32 
	19 
	2 


State and country-wise break-up 

	State/Country 
	Number of children 

	West Bengal 
	30 

	Gujarat 
	1 

	Bihar 
	1 

	Maharashtra 
	5 

	Karnataka 
	5 

	UP 
	6 

	AP 
	2 

	Nepal 
	2 

	Assam 
	1 

	Total 
	53 


FALKLAND ROAD 

Gender wise break-up of new admissions: 

Total: 53 admissions 

	File. No. 
	Girls 
	Boys 

	836 to 888 
	21 
	32 


Age wise break-up of new admissions: 

	File. No. 
	0-5 
	6-10 
	10 and above 

	836 to 888 
	24 
	21 
	8 


State and country-wise break-up 

	State/Country 
	Number of children 

	West Bengal 
	30 

	Gujarat 
	1 

	Bihar 
	1 

	Maharashtra 
	10 

	Karnataka 
	1 

	UP 
	3 

	AP 
	4 

	Nepal 
	3 

	Total 
	53 
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Case Histories 

File no: NCC 1/1569 

Name of the Child: M R Chaudhury 

Date of Birth: 31/10/1998 

Age: 12 yrs 

Sex: Female 

Native place: West Bengal 

Mother’s Name: R Chaudhary 

Mother Tongue:  Bengali 

Language known:  Hindi, Marathi and Bengali 

Present address: Room No. 14, Mathura Bhawan, 14th Lane, Kamathipura. 

Date of Admission: 7.09.2009 

Date of first medical check up at Nair Hospital: 9.11.2009 

Mother’s History (according to the mother): 

M’s mother RK is a victim of Commercial Sexual Exploitation. She was brought to Kamathipura at the age of 17 by her husband and forced into the flesh trade. She has been living in Kamathipura ever since then. She has 2 children, M and ML (File no. 647). 

About the Child: 

M was a regular in the study class since 2004 and in 2009 she was admitted to the NCC. She was in 3rd standard then and was regular to school. She is handicapped with her right side paralyzed and she had a speech problem. She was a shy child due to her handicap but is now regular to school and actively participated in the school activities. This has also been due to the positive influence from her mother who worked with PSWs for this. 

On 12th Nov, 2009, during M medical follow-up she was diagnosed with TB and AKT was initiated with regular medicines and treatment during which her mother accompanied her. From January 2010, Prerana tried to get her a handicapped certificate from Mahalakshmi hospital but that was not possible without money and so this process was initiated at Nair hospital where her blood test, X-rays, CT Scans, IQ, Bone density, etc were done in order to get the certificate. Both her mother and M cooperated positively throughout the 3-month long medical procedure. They were made aware that the certification from government will be helpful to M for her future. The first 4 rounds of this medical procedure were done by PSWs but after that PSWs have only been guiding M and her mother during the entire process. . 

M is very close to her 14-year old brother ML who accompanied her for all her medical tests. M participated in all Prerana activities like Dancing Feet, Play activity, LSE and educational sessions. M attended the Mumbai Darshan picnic along with her mother. She regularly attended the Ekta gath meetings. She also participated in the meetings and activities of Shakti group. M mother participated actively in all mothers meetings and took good care of her daughter. She opened up a BMC bank account for M through her school. 

M passed her exams in April 2010 and progressed to 5th standard in Marathi medium. She attended the Sports Day and the summer camp party in May 2010. After school started in June 2010 she attended the school regularly. M visited the Mint on 4th June 2010 and she enjoyed herself. As mentioned earlier PSWs were trying to get her a handicapped certificate. Finally in the month of August 2010 she got her certificate. Her mother very actively followed-up this process. 

Owing to an incident in the community in August 2010 wherein Prerana collaborated with International Justice Mission to conduct a rescue operation there was a slight unrest within the community. The reason for the unrest was that in the raid 2 minors were found. Hence all mothers with young daughters started to feel a little insecure about their position and requested PSWs to place their daughters in boarding homes on immediate basis. M mother was one of them. PSWs immediately commenced upon placing M at Naunihal Special Home for girls started by Prerana. M admission was done and she went to Naunihal in September 2010. M stayed at Naunihal for around 2 weeks and then came back home. The reason for this was an incident which occurred in her school where in she was punished by her teacher. This incident had an adverse effect on her. She refused to go to school and also refused to stay at Naunihal. Her mother brought her back to Kamathipura. 

From September to December 2010 M did not attend the NCC and the study class. But she went to school regularly. We followed up with her during field visits. M started attending the NCC and study class regularly from the month of March 2011. This was during her exams. She appeared for all her papers and secured A Grade in her 5th standard exams. She is now in the 6th standard. M attended the month long summer camp in May 2011. She participated well in all the activities. She also attended the 3 days residential camp for children above 10 years, at JJ Nursing Association, Malad during 17th, 18th and 19th of May 2011. M was a part of the group that visited Nehru Planetarium in May 2011. 

Her mother again expressed a need to place her in a boarding home. Both mother and daughter were keen on Naunihal. Her placement procedures were re-initiated. M was taken for a pre-placement visit to Naunihal during 3rd, 4th and 5th of June 2011. PSWs took her walking from Kharghar station to Naunihal so that she could gauge as to whether she will be able to walk the distance to school every day. The days 3rd, 4th and 5th coincided with an all girls’ residential camp that was organized at Naunihal. M attended this camp too and enjoyed herself thoroughly. She liked all the sessions that were taken up during the camp. PSWs had a conversation with M during this time and discussed regarding her decision to stay at Naunihal. M expressed her desire to stay at Naunihal and she agreed to follow all rules and regulations of the boarding home. 

On June 6th 2011 we were to present M before the Child Welfare Committee. We held a meeting with M and her mother regarding the same. The case was presented and on June 10th we got a court order for her admission. M finally went to Naunihal on 13th June 2011. Her mother accompanied her. M is well adjusted in Naunihal and has requested the social worker in Naunihal to enrol her in std 8th in NIOS and expressed her desire not to attend regular school. M was assured that her mother will be consulted on this issue. 

File No: NCC II 893 

Name of the Child: KY LT Sabale 

Date of Birth: 14/2/2009 

Age: 2 years 

Sex: Female 

Native place: Jalna, Maharashtra 

Mother’s Name: LT Sabale 

Mother Tongue:  Marathi 

Language known:  Hindi and Marathi 

Present address: Near Bachubhai Police Chowki footpath, Falkland Road. 

Date of Admission: 10/3/2011 

Date of First Paediatrician Check-up: 30/3/2011 

Date of first medical check up at Nair Hospital: 22/3/2011 

Mother’s History (according to mother) 

LT has been living in the Falkland Road red light area for the past 15 years. Her older sister brought her to Mumbai under the pretext of sightseeing and sold her to a brothel manager in Falkland Road for Rs. 15,000. The older sister then abandoned her and eloped with a man. LT has been living here ever since. She has 2 children, a son RT (File no 621) and daughter KY. Both were born in Mumbai. 

About the Child 

KY was delivered normally at a private nursing home in Khetwadi, Mumbai. Since November 2010 PSWs have been discussing with LT regarding admitting KY to the night care center and LT would hear them out but not act on it. During field visits PSWs would find KY on the street in an unbathed condition, sitting with her mother. PSWs also got the Counsellor to speak to LT regarding this and finally in March 2011 she admitted KY to the night care center. KY attended the night care center regularly after that. 

KY’s health was normal but seemed very weak and thin. PSWs took her for her first medical check-up to Nair Hospital on 22/3/2011. Her reports were all normal but the doctor prescribed vitamin and mineral supplements because KY was a very weak child. 

As mentioned earlier, KY would sit on the street with her mother LT, unbathed and dirty, hence PSWs discussed with LT regarding keeping KY at the center for 24 hours. She consented and since 15th June 2011 onwards, KY has been staying at the center for 24 hours. Simultaneously PSWs were discussing with LT regarding RT and KY’s boarding placement. Her counselling was ongoing and she was gradually consenting to the placement. In context with this, KY’s re-medical check-up was initiated from 20th June 2011 onwards. This check-up had a dual purpose, one since it is a mandatory process before boarding home placement. The other reason was that KY had developed rashes and lesions on her skin which had become infected. She was referred to the Skin OPD at Nair Hospital on 23rd June 2011. The follow-up is ongoing but her condition has considerably improved. LT accompanied the PSWs for most of the follow-ups. A NCC staff accompanied the PSW during the medical follow-ups. 

PSWs have been discussing with LT regarding relocation to a boarding home called Snehalaya in Ahmednagar district. They suggested that the 3 of them could be placed there for a more stable future. LT has been showing a positive response to this suggestion. The procedures for their placement are ongoing. 

KY is a very sweet looking and fair child. She was very well-behaved while she stayed at the center. Her elder brother RT is very attached to her and the two of them could be found frolicking with each other very often. KY is very attached to the NCC Supervisor. She loves to eat egg bhurji and pav. KY’s speech has not completely developed hence although she attended all the activities, she could not participate in them. But she loved hanging out with the other children in the group. 

KY attended: General Medical check-up, Vitamin A and TT camp held in March 2011. She, her mother LT and RT availed of all the facilities. KY attended the summer camp party that was held in June 2011. KY received her polio dosages regularly. Her mother attended the mothers’ meetings and also kept in touch with PSWs regarding KY’s progress. 

File No: NCC II 392 

Name of the Child: SF RB Sheikh Kazi 

Date of Birth: 7/11/1996 

Age: 14 years 

Sex: Male 

Native place: Kolkata, West Bengal 

Mother’s Name: RB Sheikh 

Mother Tongue:  Bengali 

Language known:  Hindi, Marathi and Bengali 

Present address: Shankar Bhawan, Room no. 39, 1st Floor, Patte Bapurao Marg, Falkland Road, Mumbai - 4 

Date of Admission: 27/5/2003 

Date of First Paediatrician Check-up: 15/6/2003 

Date of first medical check up at Nair Hospital: 29/5/2003 

Mother’s History 

RB belonged to a very poor family. Her husband was an alcoholic and would harass her. Her sister was a VOCSET in Gaiwadi and she asked RBt to come to Mumbai. RB brought both her sons, RK (File no. 391) and SF to Mumbai. She is a VOCSET and has been living in Mumbai for over 7 years now. 

About the Child: 

SF was born in Kolkata and was delivered normally. According to RB he did not have any major illness. His medical reports were all normal. 

When SF was admitted to the center he knew and understood only Bengali. But he mingled well with all children at the center. He was studying in 3rd standard in Kolkata and was admitted to Khetwadi Municipal School in Marathi Medium in 1st standard on 15th June 2003. SF picked up Hindi and Marathi rapidly and adjusted well in the center. RK, SF’s elder brother was very quiet as compared to SF. SF was quite short tempered and would pick fights with other children. He and several other Bengali speaking children formed a group and would hang out together. 

SF displayed commendable enthusiasm and maintained a positive rapport with everyone at school and at the center. He showed an active interest all extracurricular activities such as games, fine arts and performing arts. He is an all-rounder and performs well in all these activities. SF was made the Sports Minister in 5th standard and Discipline Minister when he was in 6th standard. His teachers have constantly given PSWs positive feedback regarding his progress. 

SF is a very moody boy and tends to disrupt a group. These mood swings are very sudden and they cause quite some disturbance. Owing to this reason he tends to miss out on opportunities since there are constant complaints about his negative behaviour. PSWs referred him to the Counsellor and he has been attending sessions with her. 

SF is a member of various children’s collectives at Prerana like: Ekta, Disha (Peer Group) and Pukar. He participated actively in Dancing Feet and Magic Bus sessions. SF loves football, cricket, dance and drawing and he is excellent in all of these. SF was part of the dance troupe that received training from Shaimak Davar’s Institute of Performing Arts, but he had to go to his native place in May 2011 owing to which he missed a few classes and was hence removed from the same. RK runs a music business (DJ) in which SF helped him now and then. He earned some money through the same and gave part of it to his mother and the remaining amount he used for himself. SF is very attached to his mother but he tends to have ego conflicts with his older brother RK. His mother attended all the mothers’ meetings regularly. 

SF passed 8th standard with a B Grade in May 2011. PSWs admitted him in Union High School and he is currently in 9th standard. SF was selected as a peer leader by Magic Bus Ngo and he will soon be assisting Magic Bus trainers in conducting Magic Bus sessions. His mother’s consent is awaited for the same. 

File no: NCC I 1575 

Name of the child: ND JH Shinde 

Date of birth:  30/11/2004   Sex:  Male 

Native place:  Karnataka 

Mother’s name: JH Shinde 

Mother tongue:  Marathi 

Language known:  Marathi and Hindi 

Present address:   1st floor, 12th lane, kamathipura 

Date of admission:  26/10/2009 

First medical check up at Nair hospital:  09/11/2009 

Mother’s History: (as told by mother): 

JH came to Mumbai 9 years back. She belongs to a very poor family and is a VOCSET. JH has an aadmi who is ND’s father. The aadmi’s parents know that he is ND’s biological father. But JH’s parents are not aware about her involvement in the flesh trade. 

. 

About the Child: 

ND was born in Mumbai and was delivered normally. He did not have any major health problem according to his mother. His medical reports were all normal. 

ND attended the NCC and Balwadi regularly. He is an active child and participated in all the activities. PSWs observed that ND was being very naughty in the NCC although he got along well with all children and participated in the activities. JH also had a constant complaint that ND would just walk out of the house and go anywhere he pleased. She was very keen on placing him in a boarding home. PSWs discussed the same with her and informed her that he needs to complete 7 years and only then he could be placed in a boarding home. She was very adamant that he was 7 years old. PSWs then suggested that she accompany them to Nair Hospital for ND’s age verification which was done on 24th May 2010 and it came out that he was around 5 and half to 6 years. 

After the school building in Kamathipura collapsed on 23rd September 2010 and the children were shifted to the Falkland Road center, ND started being irregular. PSWs discussed the issue with his mother, JH during field visits, since they observed ND roaming aimlessly around the community. JH gave reasons like the center was very far and she could not walk all the way and tried to evade the PSWs. But PSWs persisted and finally JH started dropping ND to the Falkland road center from December 2010. ND was regular from then on. His re-medical check up was done on 5th January 2011 and all his reports were normal. 

In the month of February 2011 ND was absent for 13 days. PSWs conducted a home visit and found out that while ND was playing in the community a hand cart went over his leg and he hurt himself. His mother Jayashree took him to a private doctor. ND underwent treatment and his wound healed. Jayashree had been discussing with PSWs regarding ND’s boarding placement. PSWs suggested to her that she enroll him in the Balwadi and they would simultaneously initiate the placement procedures. ND was regular to the Balwadi after this discussion. 

ND’s mother took good care of him. She picked him up and dropped him every day. She also attended 2 mothers’ meetings. ND attended the Republic Day celebrations. He was a part of the rally too. ND attended the Balwadi picnic to Shivaji Park. Both ND and his mother attended the Balak Utsav on February 12th 2011. 

ND’s boarding placement procedure was initiated in the month of April 2011. ND’s re-medical was initiated on 9th May 2011 and his reports were normal. There was a vacancy in BJ Home, Matunga but the boarding home authorities specified that ND be tested for his HIV status. PSWs discussed the same with JH and she consented. The test was done at Nair Hospital and the result was negative. ND and JH were to be presented before the Child Welfare Committee on the 29th of June. PSWs discussed the same with JH prior to 29th June and finally presented ND’s case on the said date. The CWC order is to be obtained on the 

PSW got a vacancy in B. J. Home, Matunga institution. Institution also demanded for HIV test. PSW counselled his mother and persuade to do his HIV testing, the reports were negative. ND and his mother JH was presented in front of Child welfare committee with his case history, Medical reports and the institution’s vacancy letter on 29th June 2011. The CWC order is awaited. 

