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Prerna -- Kamathipura, Bombay

June 2009

The site visit to Prerna was conducted by Dr. Ramesh Singh, Dr. Srinidhi Nagaraja, and Mr. Pritesh Patel on June 09, 2009.  The three met with the school coordinator Priti Patkar.  This was a quasi planned visit in the sense that Priti was notified about the visit a day before the three Asha Coordinators visited the project.  We visited the site in the evening around the time the children in the school were having their dinner and after meeting with the kids for a bit we sat and spoke with Priti about the purpose, logistics, and the future of the school. The children looked to be in very good health and well taken care of.  As kids usually are, they were very curious about these 3 new individuals in their school and were enthusiastic about posing for the pictures and videos we took.
Talking with Priti was very eye opening and informative about the school.  Priti discussed that the purpose of the school was to provide care for the children of "sex workers" during "business" hours.  The school is situated in the middle of the red light district of Bombay known as Kamathipura.  Outside of the school, we noticed many young girls and women standing in the streets waiting to be approached. It was a very disheartening sight.  Some of these women we saw could have very well likely been mothers of some of the children we met in the school.  Naturally, the peak time for children to be in the school is during the night.  So the school not only serves as a traditional school but also as a shelter with food and nutrition for the children.  

The school is not the official guardian of the children; hence children cannot stay at the school for longer than 24 hours at a time without breaking laws and ordinances, so the mothers are supposed to pick up their children every day.  Priti informed us that there are times when mothers do not come back for various reasons such as endangerment, abandonment, or prisionment.  In these cases, the school has very good ties with the social service where they go to acquire guardianship of the children so they can stay at the school for over the 24 hour limit until the mother comes back or is able to come back.  Once the mother comes back, they have a policy to take the child and the mother to the social service to rearrange transfer of guardianship back to the mother.
Priti also discussed how several girls from this school attended college and became self-sufficient. This is an important metric for the school as it allows these children to remove themselves from being forced into the prostitution industry that is rampant in the Kamathipura district of Bombay.

Overall, the project appears to be functioning very well and provides a much needed social service to this area. We would not have expected anything less from a long running Asha funded project.  Priti was very kind and seemed to show compassion and lots of knowledge of the children's situations and we were certainly please to meet her in myths of the gloomy sadness that the area provokes by being there.
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