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Teachers' training:

A teachers' training was organized from 17th to 20th November 2008. It was more of a refresher training mainly focused on pre-school education methodology. In first two days, Yogita Devre and Suman Konkani from ‘Grammangal’ explained how to conduct language, mathematics, science and arts lessons with pre-school children. The participants then had practice sessions about this methodology. The evening sessions were on Gender and Patriarchy. 

On the third day, participants visited Aksharnandan School, famous in Pune city for innovative teaching methods. They observed how the teachers conducted lessons. Participants were impressed by the minute planning by the teachers there. 
In Aksharnandan School, students had holiday on Saturdays while the teachers spent the day preparing for next week's schedule. Participants were surprised that the admission process for the school started in November (the parents were buying admission forms) while the new session would start in June 2009. On the other hand MASUM’s teachers and helpers had to visit every home and persuade the parents to send their children to pre-schools. The teachers were surprised at the disparity between tribal community and urban middle class. 

On the last day, MASUM activists Anandi Yadav and Kavita Jagtap conducted session on songs.
New Appointments: 

Shelwak pre-school teacher Archana Rokade had resigned w.e.f 1st October, 2008. A new teacher Rekha Rokade was appointed on 8th October. Ujjwala Alhat of Gurhewadi pre-school discontinued due to some personal problems. In her place a new teacher Ujjwala Shinde and helper Shaila Gage were appointed on 6th November. 
Archana Gagre (helper, Shelwak) became irregular in her duty for some personal reasons and did not show improvement in-spite of warnings. Therefore she was asked to leave and we are looking for a replacement. 

New timings of Bhosarmal and Gurhewadi pre-schools:

Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) centers have been started newly in Bhosarmal and Gurhewadi by the government. These centers run from around 10.00 am to 12.00 noon. Therefore MASUM’s pre-school timings have been rescheduled to12.00 pm to 5.00 pm. The ICDS gives priority to nutrition of children and MASUM’s pre-schools focus on educational development. The other three pre-schools run from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm. as usual.  

Attendance Record:

Attendance record of two random dates in October, November and December 2008 is given below. Average attendance of the Pre-schools is around 69 %. 
	Name of School
	October
7             23
	November
10            25
	December
4          18

	Bhosarmal
	 14            15
	  14           15
	14          13

	Gurhewadi
	  -               -
	   7            13
	13          16

	Shelwak
	 8              16
	  16           18
	18          18

	Godsedara
	 5 *             12
	  12           12
	12          13

	Limdari
	16             19
	  15           18
	18          16 


* On 7th October only five children were present because of fever epidemic in Godsedara village.
- The Gurhewadi pre-school remained closed most of October due to teacher's resignation and for Diwali vacation. A new teacher was appointed and the school started functioning again from 6th November 2008.
Theme based method of teaching: 
We experimented with theme-based method of teaching and chose water as a theme for teaching during December and January months. Most of the lessons were planned around water e.g. sources of water, water cycle, uses of water, water pollution, water purification, water for drinking, etc. These topics are being discussed in the class. Visit to river or well, practical experience of pure / polluted water, showing of pictures etc. are used for these lessons.  

Hemoglobin check-up of staff: 
Teachers and helpers of pre-school are required to be very enthusiastic and active all the time with children. Women in patriarchal society are not used to taking care of their bodies and their diet, and hence most women suffer anemia. 
Hemoglobin of all teachers and helpers was checked by MASUM's health worker in November. Some of them had Hb as low as 8.5 gm. They were given detailed information about how they could change their diet from locally available food items to get enhanced nutritious value from their food in order to increase their Hb level. 
The teachers and helpers participated in a programme on ‘Protection of Women from Domestic Violence - Act 2005’ as part of ‘Fortnight against violence against women’. The programme was held on 3rd December at Pimpalner in Parner block. 
********

