I went through bookshare.org. The Chafee Amendment to US Copyright law allows creating digital copies to be used only by the blind. I am happy with the response to the copyright question. 

We should save a copy of the email from Jag as part of the project documents.

Vivek

On Tue, Apr 1, 2008 at 5:52 PM, Sandeep kulkarni <sandeep.kulkarni308@gmail.com> wrote:

 

hi Sharad/Vivek/Shreya

 

Forwarding furhter communication about the copyright issue in Asha cleaveland project....

 

Please let me know your comments..

 

Thanks

 

Sandeep

 

On 3/31/08, bharadwaj ananthan <b_ananthan@yahoo.com> wrote: 

Jags actually told me about this website and is very familiar with them. The founder of bookshare visited Jags in India last year as well.

 

Bharadwaj


 

Light a child's life with Education
Visit http://www.ashanet.org 

----- Original Message ----
From: Yatin Ambani <yatin.ambani@gmail.com>
To: bharadwaj ananthan <b_ananthan@yahoo.com>; sandeep.kulkarni308@gmail.com
Cc: Jagdish Chander <jagdish100@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2008 10:05:30 PM
Subject: RE: IASER Project

Hi Bharadwaj,
 
Thanks for following up on this.  
 
I was reading about bookshare.org.  This organization seems to be a very good resource for Jags and his team.  They have a lot of books that they can share with international users.  Do you know if Jags or someone from Asha are already in touch with bookshare.org?
 
Cheers,
Yatin
 


From: bharadwaj ananthan [mailto:b_ananthan@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2008 9:25 PM
To: sandeep.kulkarni308@gmail.com
Cc: Yatin Ambani ; Jagdish Chander; Ravi Ananthan
Subject: IASER Project
 

Hello Sandeep, Sharad and the folks at Asha-NY
 
I had a chat with Jags (Jagdish Chander) yesterday regarding the copyright issue. To add to what we discussed last week, here are some additional points
 
1) The Access to books is a primary right of the visually challenged people (like regular people) and till very recently Braille and audio-books were the primary means of access for them. This involved converting books in regular print to the above formats without any explicit permisssion or opposition from the publishers. The only caveat was that it must be only for visually challenged people. The current project uses the latest technology and essentially does the same thing, providing access to print books in an e-text format.
 
2) By using the National Association of Blind (NAB) as it's exclusive distributing source, the audience for the e-text is only the visually challenged. In addition, the material is also provided to the visually challenged students at Delhi University and JNU by Jags.
 
3) Before any book is picked out for scanning, it is ensured that it is not already available in e-text format. Currently insitutions like the NCERT and the National Book Trust,  India are starting to make books available in electronic format, so access is available to people with and without disabilities. IASER is too small  and short on resourcs to campaign the private publishing houses to do the same. NAB is working on that separately
 
4) A similar effort in the US is at www.bookshare.org. 
 
I have copied Jags on this email as well so he can add to this if required.
 
Please let me know if you this answers your question satisfactorily. If need be, we can arrange for a call with Jags on it as well.
 
Thanks and look forward to hearing from you.
 
Regards
Bharadwaj
Asha Cleveland
 
Light a child's life with Education
Visit http://www.ashanet.org 
