Pranabananda Boys Hostel

2008-2009 Midyear update

Brief Recap
Short Description: Asha-SV has funded this project beginning 2007. This project provides complete room, boarding and educational facilities to local orphan and poor students. This boy’s hostel is run by the Bharat Sevashram Sangha in their Malda Ashram. Poor students from around Malda district, who would otherwise never attend any school, stay in this hostel and attend local schools.

Funding Request: Rs 900.00 per month for 100 students for 12 months. Rs. 10,80,000 (Rs. 10.8 Lakhs)…………………………2008-2009

Funding History: This is ASHA-SV’s second year.

Steward: Manoj Bhattacharyya

Site Visit and Present Status

(1) Visited 3 times in December 2008. 

(2) Inspected Students’ in-house classes and discussed practical problems of educating these children.

(3) Inspected accounting, book keeping and other issues regarding funding management. Found extremely meticulous fund management.

(4) Leveraging of ASHA donation with contribution from local populace.
(5) Visited local elementary school where most of the children attend and found education level very poor. Mid-day meal quality is unsatisfactory. Suggestion of educating elementary children at home and skipping local school altogether.
(6) Visited head office of the parent organization, “Bharat Sevashram Sangha” in Kolkata in December 26, 2008. Their service to the poor is without any parallel.

To
Sri Manoj Bhattacherjee,
Asha for Education
Silicon Valley Chapter
USA

Sir, 

 

I would like to furnish a salient picture about the Pranavananda Boys Hostel run by the Bharat Sevashram Sangha, Sahapur, Malda, financially sponsored by the Asha for Education, Silicon Valley Chapter, U. S. A. at present there are 100 number of students consisting of 5 to 14 age group are residing in the hostel. All the boys have been collected from the interior rural villages where the education system has not been entered in their families. Even their parents cannot read or write. Most of the boys belong to S.C. / S.T. categories and below poverty line from remote villages. All the students have been admitted in the local primary School run by the District Primary School Council, Malda. But the condition of the Primary School is very poor and not up to the minimum mark and also there is no sufficient class rooms for all students. 

 

Now we are thinking start a primary school only for our students extending the coaching classes as there is sufficient room available to use as class room for class – I to IV with the existing teachers who are now running the coaching centre within the Ashram complex. For this purpose the period and the remuneration to be extended for better education. We are not satisfied with the present education of the boys. 

 

I shall be highly obliged if you kindly extend the financial co-operation in this regard to enable me to establish the primary school in the Ashram complex. Further request you to release the next grant as early as possible. 

 

The Audited report for the period 01/07/2008 to 31/12./2008 is sent herewith. 

 

With regards, 

 

Swami Biswatmananda 

Chief Coordinator 

Bharat Sevashram Sangha
Head Office
211 Rash Behari Avenue
Kolkata - 700019, India
Ph: 91 33 24405178/2327
Fax: 91 33 24402326
Email: bharatsevashram@rediffmail.com
bss_ho@vsnl.net
Website: www.bharatsevashramsangha.net
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New school inauguration on May 3rd 2009. 
District Magistrate and many local educators invited. 

ASHA-SV will be prominently displayed as sole supporter

The school is only for class one through class four. Four existing students will continue going to local high school.
Sole aim is to prepare students for high school.

Structure:

(1) Six teachers

               Shweta Sarkar, B.Sc

               Shampa Sarkar, M.A.

               Sanjoy Rajbanshi, BA student

               Biman Chakraborty, B.Sc (has teaching experience in Nagaland school)

               Mani Saha, B.A.

               Dwipanwita Sarkar, B.A

(2) School will be from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. five days (?)

(3) Previously three teachers in the morning and three teachers in the afternoon and remuneration was Rs. 1200 p.m. Will be changed to Rs. 1500 pm. Goal of Rs. 2000 p.m.

(4) West Bengal primary education curriculum (government published books) will be followed and additional teaching of English and Mathematics will be incorporated.
(5) No theocratic education, just basic material.

(6) After school program of games and sport in the hostel compound will continue.

(7) Vocational training: Not a whole lot, other than tailoring. Computer training is planned for. Applied for free ASHA computers a while back.

Question about accepting Girl students in this hostel
Bharat Sevashram Sangha runs few “girls only” hostels.

             Beldanga (Murshidabad district) --- source Government fund, but has run into

                                                                       difficulty lately.

              Nagaland                                    --- Women’s college and hostel

              Birbhum district                          --- running.
Local Government-run free primary school midday lunch





I saw one teacher with 25-30 students sitting in the yard. She was not teaching but watching the students study.


The students appeared uninterested.





The classroom at the hostel on the other hand, looked lively and interactive.





Teachers knew the students’ name and their individual problem areas.





When I asked simple questions from the book, they were encouraged to answer. The teachers were, almost, nurturing.








