Visit at V-Excel Educational Trust, Shastri Nagar  - 7/5/2013
Early Intervention : Children between 0-7 years go to this school.

Different programs for these age groups : 0-2, 2-4, 4-6+ 

These children come to the school with developmental delays – speech retardation, head not holding up, seizure related issues, motor movements, walking problems …  etc. and many of them have not met their developmental milestones at the appropriate ages. 
Therapies provided are towards sensory integration – physio and occupational therapists work with younger children in helping with these at a physical level. 
Special educators work with older children with their cognitive abilities. 

80-100 children attend this school .

Sessions are expensive in the early intervention school due to specialized needs.

Children who come to the early intervention have had many success stories by being able to get into

Main stream play groups, kindergarten programs etc. 

Some kids attend regular schools and also attend the early intervention program, some kids don’t.

In many cases, the teachers from regular schools also call back v-excel to understand how to handle the children from the early intervention program. 
There are also some vocational programs in the Shastri Nagar school -  making paper cups, printing, tailoring. Kids who are 15 or above attend this program.  These kids do not attend main stream schools and mainly attend this program only and following this, the school has invested in a production unit with a full-fledged paper cup making machine, tailoring machines and such. 
ASHA sponsored children in early intervention
· Arun is an ASHA sponsored child in the early intervention program and he has had speech development delays. 
The father is an auto driver and the mother is a stay-at-home mom. 
 Early intervention has helped much and he is able to speak now, the mother seems happy. 

· Merin Maathesh, about to turn 4 and is yet another sponsored child. He is in this school for about 2 years now. 
He has had speech delays, hyper activity, inability to walk with or without help and was referred to v-excel by the Mehta hospital.  Merin’s father is a driver and mother is ahouse wife and there are 2 children in the family. After the intervention the parents hope to put him back in a regular school in kindergarten.  He  attends the school for 2 ½ hours or so. The school pays the fees got him, father makes about Rs. 6000 per month, cannot afford this therapy otherwise. 
ASHA sponsored folks in vocational programs 
· Surekha has been with the school for over 2 years now, she is attending the vocational program of the school, learning different vocations along with basic functional skills. 

· Gowthami has been with the school for over 3 years now, she used to be in the vocational program, now has graduated to join the production unit.  She is in the tailoring section, making bags and pouches and also is learning to make paper cups.  Her family is lower middle class,  father is a partial alchoholic doesn’t provide fully well for the family, mother works in a pottery selling business.   

