B. Sireesha

Date of Birth


: 
20th March 1973
Contact Address

:
C/O Timbaktu Collective

Chennekothapalli village, 

Ananthapur District. A.P.

Phone Number

: 
09440988575
Education:

SSC passed in 1990 from Nehru Memorial English Medium High School,  Anantapur

Bachelor of Arts from KSR Govt. College, Anantapur (1990-1993) with Enomics, History and Politics as main subjects
Bachelor of Law from Vijayanagar Law College, Sri Krishnadevaraya University, Anantapur (1993-1996)

LLM from Sri Krishnadevaraya University, Anantapur (2006-2007, ongoing) My specialization is in Criminal Law. My thesis is on Cultural and Societal factors in Gender-oppression of women in Roddam mandal of Anantapur district.

Work Experience:
During 1998-2000, I interned with Mr. Rajasekhar, Advocate, Hindupur and registered for practice at the Penukonda bar.

2003-2007: Fulltime worker in Timbaktu Collective and independent Family Counselor Legal Adviser to the  3 women’s Counseling Centers of the MATC Mutually Aided Thrift Coopertive Societies promoted by the Collective in Roddam, Ramagiri and Chennakothapalle Mandals. I have handled about 300 cases of varying seriousness including domestic disputes, marital discord, harassment, domestic violence and property issues.

During 2002-2004, I also supported the 'Mahila Aikya Vedika', a women’s network initiated by a network of NGOs and Civil Society Organisations in Anantapur district as Family Counselor and Legal Advisor.  

During 2003-2004 I was co-coordinator of the Panchayati Raj Program of Timbaktu Collective. The work was in awareness building and training on the Panchayati Raj Act and the roles and responsibilities of Panchayati Raj institutions. 

During 2003-2005, I was also a member of the sexual harassment committee of Timbaktu Collective consecuted for its team members. 
In 2004, I was appointed as Panel member of District Legal Services Authority (DLSA) of the government, in the Women Protection Cell. 
 I was also appointed as faculty member at the State Government DTC (District Training Center) on Right to Information (RTI). I have trained 12 batches of Information Officers on RTI

In addition to this, from 2004, I also took up private legal practice in matters like promissory notes, land issues and bail applications.

I am also a District Committee member of Samatha, the women’s wing of Jana Vignana Vedika, Ananthapur in charge of Women legal issues

In 2007, I was appointed as a paralegal volunteer of the State Government in Dharamavaram with duties of fact-finding, counseling and filing cases.

Present working as a Para Legal Volunteer identified by District Legal Services Authority, Anantapur
Trainings Undergone:
2006:
· Training on the Domestic Violence Act 

· 6 day training on Right to Information at Human Resource Development Institute, Hyderabad 

· Was the AP representive at workshop in Delhi on the Domestic Violence Act

· 4 day training on Child Rights at Timbaktu Collective

2005: 

· 3 day training on Family Counseling and Human Rights by CRY in Bangalore

· 3 day training on Family Counseling at the Karl Kubel Insitute for Development in Coimbatore

· Participated in a 5 day National Workshop on Panchayati Raj  organised by NIRD

· Training on Women’s Rights and Domestic Violence (where ?)
· 2 day training on Human Resources in Hyderabad conducted by the Center for World Solidarity

· 5 day training on Gender Issues in Visakhapatnam

· 2 day training on SC/ST Act in Hyderabad conducted under the auspices of CWS

· 3 day training on Women’s Rights at Timbaktu Collective
Trainings Conducted:

· 2003-2004: As Panchayati Raj program co-coordinator for Timbaktu Collective, gave extensive training sessions on Panchayati Raj institutions (how many approximately)

· 2004: Was a resource person for APARD training sessions (2 days duration) in 6 mandals for Sarpanch and Ward members

· Gave finance training to 8 panchayats on budget preparation

· 5 Trainings to Timbaktu Yuvatha program youth groups on Panchayati Raj and Atrocities on Women

Fellowship Application to Asha for Education for by Ms. Sireesha through timbaktu collective
Since 2003, I have been working formally with three MATC Societies (Mutually Aided Thrift Cooperatives) promoted by Timbaktu Collective as Family Counselor and Legal Advisor. These Societies are Adisakthi in Chennakothapalle Mandal, Anathasakthi in Ramagiri Mandal and Mahilasakthi in Roddam Mandal. These societies are autonomous bodies with savings and credit as the basic activity in which Self Help Groups (SHGs) of women are formed and federated. This is the organizational base for the economic activity of the women.  These groups contribute savings which is then loaned out to the women as loans for livelihood and other purposes. The Societies have grown tremendously since inception of the first society in 1992 and now collectively have more than 9000 members and a capital of 3.5 crores. Last year (2005-2006) a total of 3652 women took loans amounting to Rs 1.68 crores. 
The women of these three mandals have come together very effectively through these Societies, to work for their mutual betterment. Since inception, the vision of the Societies has always been to be more than financial organizations. Matters of women’s rights were extensively discussed. One of the key services in the societies is in the area of Family Counseling and Legal Aid to women and families in distress. Earlier this was being handled by informal counseling but as the need became apparent Family Counseling Centers were set up in each mandal, the first being in 2003. I have been very actively involved with this work from its inception. I am usually the only counselor present at sessions with formal legal education and registration to practice law.  I have been part of around 300 counseling sessions on women and child rights, domestic violence and family counseling. 

The Timbaktu collective supported the running cost of the MATCS societies initially with external grants. However, the Societies moved to self-sufficiency over a period of time. In 2007, external funding is stopped as the societies have reached financial self-sufficiency as far as the economic activity is concerned. However, the financial analysis done by the societies reveal that it would be difficult to continue paying for legal support. At the same time, the Societies are very clear that these services are of tremendous value to their members and are reluctant to stop them. If I can get a fellowship, the Societies can look after the remaining costs of the counseling centre. In one to three years, it is expected that the Societies can absorb this expense also. This is the context in which I am seeking an external fellowship to continue my work as a Legal Advisor to the MATC societies. My services will of course go without cost, to the Societies. 

Background and Details of the Work:

The status of women in Anantapur district is quite bad. They lag behind in education, skills, ownership of assets/property, mobility and easy prey to domestic violence which is taken for granted. Changing this culture is a long process that will require widespread work through several avenues. The work with the Counseling Centers is one of these avenues. I have handled about 300 cases at the MATC societies. The cases relate usually to marital discord, family harassment and domestic violence on women. There are also cases of disputes between the husbands and wives. These become exaggerated due to the inability of the people involved to resolve the conflicts. In these cases we usually organize a few counseling sessions with the husband and wife present. Normally, this intervention is enough and we do follow up to check that things are okay. Then there are more serious cases of harassment. Very often this takes the form of physical violence and abuse.  In these cases we call the couple and the parents from both sides for conseling. In serious cases, where required, a fact-finding committee from the Societies will viist the family concerned. This team will be accompanied by a senior functionary like a director of the Societies and me as legal advisor.

Sometimes there is reluctance from the family members to take part in the process which we have to work around. Occasionally we call in the police in to be part of the process. The police understand the value of our work and co-operate to some extent. The involvement of the police is not from the direction of starting criminal proceedings but to put some pressure on the involved parties to take part in the counseling process and reach a resolution. Given the prevailing culture, it is not usually productive to bring in the legal aspects of harassment, dowry or domestic violence. Instead we use persuasion and conflict resolution approaches. If the disputes appear to be resolved with the counseling we do follow-ups to check that things are continuing well. 
In 2005 and 2006, the Societies undertook two significant social actions pertaining to domestic violence. There was a spurt of events of violence against women in Roddam mandal during July-August 2005. There were 12 cases of death in very suspicious circumstances, all of which were being labeled suicides. The members of the Societies decided to highlight the issue through a silent rally that went through six villages where most of the cases had occurred. Following the rally a public meeting was held at the mandal headquarters and representations made to government representatives.  300 people took part in this two day happening the likes of which were hitherto unheard-of in Roddam mandal. In October ’05 another rally and public meeting was organized in Ramagiri mandal to highlight the delay in action taken by the police in the case of the death of a young woman under suspicious circumstances. These actions show the vitality of the Societies and their ability to respond creatively and effectively to the harsh circumstances of the women’s’ lives.
There are many future opportunities for this work. The MATC Societies are clear that there is a need for further expansion of the current Family Counseling work. The current work attempts to resolve problems after they have reached a flashpoint. Right now there is only 1 legal advisor to serve the 9000 odd members of the Societies. Instead problems must be caught at an early stage. There must be several more full-time legal workers like paralegals or counselors who are available for discussion and guidance on an everyday basis. As mentioned above, as the MATC Societies expect to generate money for this  service for the members. My continued involvement will be very useful for developing paralegal team.
Recently the Timbaktu Collective has been given responsibility under Lok Adalat by which it is authorized to deal with and dispose off local cases with support of the legal authorities. My continued involvement with the Collective will enable me to contribute in this regard. 
