Asha for Education

Fellowship Nomination Form
	SECTION I: Nominator Information

	Name: Vijaya Krishna G

	Organization (if any): Arghyam , Bangalore

	Address: R 408 Purva Park Apartments, Jeevanahalli Main Road, Coxtown, Bangalore 560005


	Phone: 080-65738426, 9880137097

	Email: ahminotep@yahoo.com

	Affiliation with Asha:

· Asha Member (Chapter ___________________)
I have just started attending the meetings of the Bangalore chapter. I know Ranjeet Ranade, long-time Asha member, and have volunteered with the Timabktu Collective, an Asha-funded organization for over a year

· Asha Fellow

· Friend of Asha 
· Staff/Founder Asha partner NGO(Name:_______________)

· Other organizations (Name): Arghyam Trust, Volunteer with Timbaktu Collective


	SECTION II: Nominee Information

	Name:
B. Sireesha

	Organization (if any): Legal Advisor in Consultant Capacity, Timbaktu MATCS (Mutually Aided Thrift Co-operative Societies)


	Address: C/O Timbaktu Collective

             Chennekothapalli village,

           Ananthapur District. A.P.



	Phone: 

0-9440988575

	Email:

no personal email, can be contacted through timbaktu@vsnl.com

	Affiliation:

· Previous Asha Fellow
· Member/Employee of Asha funded NGO: _Previous employed by Timbaktu Collective, an ASHA funded NGO, currently an outside consultant to the MATC Socieities, which were founded by Timbaktu____
· Social Worker/Activist (Org:_________________________________)


	SECTION III: Field of Work

	Name of Project (if any): Family Counselor and Legal Advisor to Timbaktu MATC Socieities


	Location:
Village/City/District, State

About 120 villages of 3 mandals (Ramagiri, Roddam, C.K.Palle) mandals of Anantapur district of AP

	Which communities will Nominee's work serve? The women members and their families of the Adisakthi (C.K.Palle), Mahilasakthi (Roddam) and Anantasakthi (Ramagiri) Mutually Aided Thrift Co-operative Societies. The membership of these societies stood at  7351 at the end of 05-06 financial year. They are spread over 120 villages of these mandals


	Type of work (select three maximum):


	
	Curriculum Development
	
	Environment
	
	Appropriate Technology

	
	Teaching Methods
	
	Health and Nutrition
	
	Right to Information

	
	Educational Reform
	
	Income Generation
	
	People’s Struggles

	
	Computer Based Education
	
	Food and Agriculture
	X
	Civic and Human Rights

	
	Adult Literacy
	
	Land Reform
	X
	Other (Legal advisory and family counselling)


	SECTION IV: Recommendation

	My relationship with Nominee: 
I have worked as an unpaid volunteer at Timbaktu Collective over the months of April to November (I continue to help out with the Collective). During this time I interacted with Ms. Sireesha and worked with her on one project



	How long have you known Nominee? (Give an overview of the context and nature of your interactions in the past with the nominee)
 I interacted with Ms. Sireesha during my stays at Timbaktu Collective, between April and November 2006. I continued to meet her during trips post November 2006 to the present.  In October 2006 the Government of AP organized an NREGA Social Audit program for 9 days. We were both part of the program. 
It is appropriate to mention that Ms. Mary Vattamattam, chief functionary of Timbaktu Collective fully endorses this fellowship application. She has known Ms. Sireesha well for more than 5 years, during most of which Ms. Sireesha was associated by the Collective. In discussing this matter with her, we agreed that as a person not formally associated wiith Timbaktu Collective (though a friend and well-wisher) it would be useful for me to be the official nominee and continue to be part of the evaluation and other processes for the fellowship going forward.



	Why should Asha support this Nominee as a Fellow?(Include your perspective on the strengths of the applicant, key/unique aspects of the work being proposed, how Asha can create a mutually beneficial relationship with the fellow)
Ms. Sireesha is a remarkable person with unique capacities which are much needed in the area. 

The status of women in Anantapur district is quite bad. They lag behind in education, skills, ownership of assets/property, mobility and are easy prey to domestic violence which is taken for granted.  In such a situation, an institutional structure like the MACT Societies where women can seek counseling and refuge in times of distress and crisis is very much needed. This is shown by the number of interventions of the societies -- 92 during financial year 05-06. As the specialist in this area for the Societies, in turn Ms. Sireesha’s presence is essential. The point here is the very big dearth of people (especially women) of Ms. Sireesha’s background and with a public-service commitment in that district ie. Training and field experience in law, counseling, conflict resolution. .There is a critical need to continue and expand her services and at the same time build up a group of legal and para-legal workers with the similar skills. For all this, her continuing involvement is needed. The current situation with the MACT Societies is that they are transitioning to a model of self-sufficiency (outside funding has stopped since 2007).  Though the Societies are very clear of the value of the broader social services they provide like the family counseling, their core activity is the economic thrift activity. So during this transition period as the Societies stabilize it will be very useful for Ms. Sireesha to be able to support herself. 
Ms Sireesha herself is quite a remarkable person. There is no particular orientation in her family for either higher education and empowerment for women or public service. Nevertheless Ms. Sireesha has over the years matured into a very capable person, committed to the welfare of the communities she works in. There is a big need for her to be able to expand her activities to more areas of the district. Even Anantapur town, the district headquarters, does not have someone like her to work in these areas. 

Ms. Sireesha could be a valuable advisor to Asha on areas of her competency once the initial connection is established. The relationship could be a long-lasting one with significant value for Asha. More detail needs to be worked out based on Asha’s own vision for future work in this domain and geographical area.


	Additional Comments:



Signature:
_________Vijaya Krishna G_________________________________________
Date:

_______2nd April 2007_____________________________________________












