
Visit to Timbaktu – Sireesha Fellowship 
(report by Ravi Gangavarapu) 

 
Timbaktu Collective is an NGO located in Chennakothapalli in Anathapur district of 
Andhra Pradesh. Sireesha, a lawyer by profession and a legal resource for Timbaktu 
provides legal and family counseling at legal centers run by Mutually Aided Thrift 
Cooperative Societies (MATCS) of Timbaktu. She is supported in her work through a 
fellowship from Asha Princeton chapter. 
 
I visited Timbaktu and the legal centers during my visit to India in April of 2008. I spent 
two days at Timbaktu. I reached Timbaktu by train on the morning of April 11th, and 
stayed at the guest house in Timbaktu village. It was my first visit to Timbaktu. The guest 
house is more less a thatched hut with some common people’s facilities – a very 
sustainable way. Floor is made of stones, and beds or cots are of type used in the rural 
areas. Lighting is provided using LED lights. There are no taps.   
 
The fellowship helps Sireesha provide legal and family counseling to women members 
(approx. 7351) and families of the Adisakthi (CKPalli mandal), Mahilasakthi (Roddam 
mandal) and Anantasakthi (Ramagiri mandal) MACTS, and a new center Penukonda 
(near CK Palle). 
 
April 11th, 2008 
I first visited the CK Palli center in the morning of April 11th. CK Palli center has Lok 
Adalat status and Sireesha is authorized to dispose the cases. In the morning, I learnt 
about the procedures, and activities at the center. I learnt about some typical cases that 
come to the center. I also learnt about preparation of material for spreading awareness 
such as posters. These are used and distributed in the campaigns taken by the center.  The 
pictures below show the center and other members of MATCS that participate in the 
activities of the center. 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Later, I witnessed proceedings of an ongoing marital related case. The picture below 
shows Sireesha lawyer during the case. Since the nature of approach in the Lok Adalats is 
conciliation and comprise, the cases take long time and require persuasive skills. Sireesha 
is supported by MATCS board members in the cases taken up at the center and the 
background work needed for resolving the cases. There is an office assistant who 
provides administrative support. 
 
The work at the Lok adalat and other centers faces many challenges. The parties that 
perpetrate the crime or injustice do not want the centers to take up the victim’s cases and 
challenge the authority for taking up the cases.  When the local leaders perceive threats to 
their power over the community or institutions, the people involved with the centers are 
subjected abuse, harassment, and physical threats. In some cases, the centers may not get 



support from the local community or law enforcement authorities. Sireesha expressed 
need for better documentation and audio and video equipment for recording the 
proceedings or incidents for proof.  
 

 
 

Later in the evening I vested school and science centers run by Timbaktu. These are 
supported by some Asha chapters. 
 
April 12th, 2008 
In the morning, I visited Kalpavalli forests that are part of land and ecology activities of 
the Timbaktu. Nearly 10, 000 acres of forest land is going through eco-regeneration. This 
is managed by Vana Samarakshana Committee made up of villagers. A byproduct of the 
eco-regeneration is water harvesting, and production of commercial crops such as 
tamarind.  
 
Later, I visited the Penukonda legal help center. 
 

  
 
This is a new center started by Sireesha as part of the expansion of legal help. The 
expenses of the center are supported by the fellowship. I learnt about the progress made 



at the center. There is one office assistant for administrative work. The assistant will 
collect and record information from the people visiting the center to seek help. The 
center’s office is shared with another organization for saving the rental cost. Sireesha 
informed that she is able to support only one assistant as the money is not enough and a 
part of the expenses is used to pay for the rent. Sireesha is supported by MAMTC 
members and other social workers/volunteers in this area in the center’s work. Sireesha 
and office assistant can be seen in the picture below. The other pictures show the office 
where cases are received and tried. 
 

  

 



 



 

 



 
 
The center is new and requires publicity. The cases received are disposed through 
CKPalli center that has Lok Adalat status. 
 
In the afternoon, I vis ited organic farming center of Timbaktu. Left Timbaktu in the 
evening. 
 
Ravi Gangavarapu. 

 
 
 

 


