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Summary

• School location

– Located at Madanpalle

– 2.5 hrs drive from Bangalore

• School

– Small campus with 3 buildings

– Quiet surroundings

– Clean and well maintained campus with a small garden

– Indira madam is the driving force behind the school

– Children come from 3-4 villages nearby, some walk from about

3kms away

– Classes pre-KG to 8th with informal after-school classes for 9th,

10th students

The School

• School

– 150 kids

– 9 teachers

– Infrastructure

• 3 buildings in campus, 5 classrooms

• Small library

• Lab with limited physics, chemistry, biology equipment

• Open-air auditorium,

• Play area with Sand pit with donated toys

• One of the 3 buildings houses vocational training unit

‘Swecha’ for dropouts

• Govt mandates 8 classrooms or classroom partitions for

recognition

• One unfinished building structure

The Students

• School children

– Number doubled to 150 in last 2 yrs

– Over 50% in lower classes – pre-KG and 1st

– Kids were very active and not too shy

– Kids willingly help with school chores and other

activities

– Beautiful artwork done by kids was on display

– Very organized

· UKG kid could write her name in English

Extra-curricular

• School had lot of board games and kids named

a few of their favorite ones

• Lots of art and craft work made by kids

• Local artistic skills, like the lambadi tribe’s crafts,

are nurtured in kids and kept alive by

incorporating them into the school curriculum

• Most artwork was made from recyclable

materials like paper pulp etc

• Bowls made with paper pulp, paper stitching

were on display

• Art/craft 3 days a week

Exams

– Exam papers are very interesting

– Kids seemed to like exams

– Worksheets, exam papers handwritten by teachers

and carbon-copied, may start photocopying this year

– Teachers are also take exams once every 3 months

to help improve their knowledge

Saturdays

– Kids primarily learn English and Music

– 11-1 they play and work on arts/crafts

– Sleep for an hour or two

– Kids who can’t sleep read newspaper etc

– Half hour sleep on other weekday afternoons

– Help with paper-binding books and other school

housekeeping activities, play games after finishing

work

Balanced and friendly environment that

encourages activity-based learning in kids and

tuned towards holistic development while also

working around resource constraints

• No religious bias seen in teaching, curriculum

– Indira madam, teachers make an effort to learn about

local traditions, customs, significance of major

religious festivals, celebrate all festivals and educate

children about them

Issues

• Issues

– Health

• Mostly adhoc treatments for kids on an as-needed basis through help from

Indira madam’s aquaintances in medical field

• No formal health checkups, parents indifferent to childrens’ health issues

• Sometimes school raises funds by selling artwork for major health problems

– After-school support for 9th, 10th students

• Additional workload on teachers

• May help to formalize after school program

– Teacher trainings

• Little to no ongoing training for teachers

• Need to explore options

– Mentorship

• Need to pursue mentorship programs to leverage all the talent in B’lore

– Funding

• Need to pursue one-time corporate funding for capital expenditure

• Satsang can be a good fit for Asha-SAC program

Dance & Music

• Music/Dance

– All students had keen interest in music

– Sang a few songs very enthusiastically and were very animated

– Higher class students sang very well and it seemed like they were from a music

school

– Seemed to have a good sense of rhythm.

– Sang songs in various languages – kanada, telegu, tamil, malayalm, hindi,

english

– Many older kids good at dancing too

– Teacher also actively participate in singing and dancing
