A brief report of the activities conducted by the Balavihar Library and Learning center during July 07 to May 08.
This project has two wings a library and a learning center. The library consists of books for children for reference work on different subjects and story books of a great variety. The library lends books to its members and sets up reading room facility for children to enable them to read books and do reference work for their projects. It has made a fair collection of books.

The library is set up at three places. They are at the Pinewoods High school,  Luminary English school and at the residence of Chitra Krishnamurthy, 100 KGS Layout, vijayanagar. Pinewoods has 120 members in the lending library section, Luminary has 62 members . It caters to students of V to IX classes. The reading room facility is for around 350 students at the Pinewoods and for 25 students in the Luminary. There are around 25 members at the residential library who borrow books. We have a good collection of simple books for the use of the children in Govt. schools.

To motivate them to read we have reading sessions is these schools where we read out passages from the books in the library. The children maintain a record of the books they read and now and then tell stories from the books. These two private schools do not have libraries and the children do not have access to any public library nearby.  The children use this facility to a great extent.

The learning center is created to conduct activities for children which we call personality development activities. For the primary classes we have different kinds of puzzles and have designed a variety of activities including creative writing , singing, craft work, clay modeling, drawing, painting, Yoga and drama.

 we have lots of quiz programs, extempore, debates, workshops on various topics and also have art and craft programs for the middle and high school children in these private schools.
Another important feature of our learning center is English language improvement classes for the children in the government schools. We have adopted four government schools for this program.
One of our friends is the Secretary of a school for mentally challenged children in our locality. He has given us the permission to use the school building during the evenings. We have classes for around 45 children from class V to IX on three days from 5 to 7 PM. We give them special coaching in English , teach songs and conduct art and craft classes for children. We have prepared various types of teaching aids for these children which will enable them to play and learn. We provide half an hour to play various language games including scrabble.

We help them learn to speak English and conduct English speaking classes for the children in the government schools. Nearly 125 children from the government schools received learning in this method.

The main focus given is individual attention and relationship. The decisions taken on consultation with the children so that they get a sense of belonging  to the program designed for them.  The option of being included in this program is totally the children’s choice and the schools have given this freedom for them . Competition and comparison are not encouraged and joy of learning is stressed.
During the year we conducted workshops for children during dasera holidays and summer holidays. We also conducted a rock climbing program for the students of Luminary schools. 

Eight of us were part of the team and took various responsibilities. We spent a lot of time planning and preparing the necessary material and selecting books for the library.

At the end of the year we collected a freeback from the students and the heads of institutions to plan the work for the next academic year. 

Luckily all the schools very co.operative and gave us total freedom to relate to the children although the classes would be noisy sometime. We felt that the work was enjoyable and decided to continue the program.

