Report for the month of December 2008.

Greetings from the Bala Vihar team for the New Year.

Here is a gist of the activities during the month:

Private Schools:

Pinewoods High School: 

Lending library continued as usual with 100 students sponsored by the school from classes V,VI and VII.  We issued additional books for reading during Christmas holidays.

The drawing class children made some greeting cards and picture compostions using oil pastels. 20 children attended the class.  Their were needle work classes for sixteen girls and one boy. They learnt cross stitch and made a purse in eight classes. Fifteen students worked on origami and weaving. They came upon various designs in weaving.Their were  thirty students for Yoga and they will be continuing.

Their were around sixty st udents for dance but unfortunately the dance teacher fell sick and she could not take classes for two weeks. Any way the children learnt a lot of steps for folk dance in about six classes the teacher was able to take and it was useful for them for their annual day.

The theatre group about fifty of them put up two plays in kannada. Twenty children from the eight standard were getting ready with a play of Galelio for their annual day.

Science experiments were conducted for class VIII.

Luminary School:

Lending library continued as usual for 62 children of class V,VI ,VII,VIII,IX.

Activities undertaken were drawing, science experiments, stitching, weaving, theatre and games. The theatre group put up a play in kannada.

Government schools:

Govindaraja Nagar Govt. School: Conversation English classes were held twice a week for two periods for class IX students.( 150)

Gangondanahalli Govt. School:  Conversation English and activityhbased English learningfor two periods a week was held. For class VII students(45)

Amarjyothi nagar Govt. School: Activity based English learning programme was conducted for class IV and V thrice a week for one hour. Once a week craft activities are also conducted. The childrens drawings were made into calenders and are hung in their class rooms.

Nachiketa evening classes: This is meant for children studying in Marenahalli Govt. school. On an average around 30 students attended the class daily for five days a week. One lady part time teacher has been appointed  to take charge of the place, the learning material etc. The center functions from 4.30 to 6.30 PM. The children are provided various indoor activities like games, puzzles, building blocks etc and a library. They have a timetable. A computer has been kept there. They learn to sing songs in English and also learn conversation English through CD.
There are six people who take classes for small group grouped according to their learning levels. The focus here is to give as far as possible attention at in dividual level. For Christmas snacks were given to them by one of  our friends.

On the 24th Tulasi, Manjunath, Nikita and Chitra left for Calcutta to attend the Learning net conference that took place at Swanirvar, AndherManik in 24th north Parganans.  The conference was till the 30th December. Mr.Manjunath gave a workshop on the relevance of theatre activities in schools. Chitra joined with Vishakha an artist in a presentation and workshop or the relevance of art and craft in education.  We learnt different teaching techniques from other presentations. It was a quite enriching experience. 
We thank the supporters of this program for giving us an opportunity to ren der this service to the society.

