Report for the months of February and March.

During this month all the activities were shaping towards a finale to be presented at the last week of the month. Following is the summary of the activites at the various places we work.

Pinewoods High school:
: The children were quite excited that they would be presenting their dramas, yoga asanas and singing to their class mates and a larger audience. We had debates, discussions and feed back sessions in the classes V, VI and VII with whom we worked with.  
There was a special workshop on the awareness of TV and advertisement for around 120 children of the VIII and the IX standards. We had two sessions of one and half hour each. Mrs.Jayashree Janardhan of the Learning network, who has done quite a lot of research in US in this issue conducted and we assisted her. It was activity oriented where in the children had to come up with their own marketing skills, observation skills could be brought about. The students liked it as it was interactive and there was a lot of joy in learning about the most common influence.

The children who participated in the theatre classes presented two plays, the seat of Vikramaditya and the story of Three pigs. They had to do these three times as nearly 400 people were the audience. On the last day we treated them with some snacks and and an informal gathering.

The feed back was they enjoyed the activities of Balavihar through out the year and they wanted us to continue in the same way in future too.

Luminary English school:

The secretary of the school wanted their neighbour hood also to know about the activities their students learnt in Balavihar. So they arranged a stage in their school premises and the children performed the plays, yoga asanas and sang songs and chants. 53 students constructions which they learnt using the pictures they had drawn and coloured. The took part in the play. We felt they did better in an inhouse presentation . This was the first time where in children acted in a play. This was a good learning experience for us and the students and teachers of the school. 

Gangondanahalli Govt School: We winded up the work in this school as the revision work was to commence in the month of March. The children did an inhouse presentation of the yoga asanas they learnt, the dance and the song and spoke some simple sentence students  felt sad that the classes would stop and they asked us to come next year too but twice a week and not once which we had been doing.

Chaitanya tutorials. The claases once a week for high school students were winded and the students gave their feed back as to how the activities helped them. The teacher who conducts these tution classes has requested us to have it next year too as she felt that this gave a great scope for the children to participate in activities of a non academic nature.

Classes at Nachiketa Manovikasa Kendra Vijayanagar for the government school Marenahalli children and at the Governement school, Prasahant  Nagar continued as usual. They will go on till the second week of March.

Report for the month of March:
In the first week of March we were engaged in taking the feed back from the students of Pinewoods and Luminary regarding the library and other activities . We did this as part of the assessment of the programme. We did the stock taking of the books is both the schools and in this work some of the students also helped us. 

We sorted out the stock of puzzles and games and other books we got as donation from our friends. We got a new iron rack to arrange these in our office room to enable the children who come to the home library to play with. We made a whole lot of paper machie boxes reusing the throw away cardboard boxes to store the different puzzles and games.

We conducted an English language programme for sixteen students in an orphanage run by the government at Nagarbhavi at the request of one of our friends of  our trustee 

Smt Sharada Rao. We had class for one hour twice a week where in we taught letters big and small, three letter words and few sentences to read and speak based on their learning levels through games and teaching aids. The children enjoyed the classes and picked up very fast. We wanted to  have summer camps for them too but we came to know that they were being shifted to a place far away, to a large remand home. We distributed some clothes and other usables from our friends and distributed to them. The affectionate behaviour of the children was really amazing and we were wondering how the girls smiled and helped each other in spite of so many hardships. 
The classes is the Nachiketa was closed by the end of the third week to enable the children to write the exams. We announced the summer camp for them. On the last day we conducted some simple theatre activities , fun games and distributed gifts for regularity. We got them geometry boxes, pencil boxes, balls, skipping ropes, as gifts. All of them got onething or the other. There were six of them who did not miss a single class over a period of six months.  We also took a feed back from the students and all of them explained as what was benefit they got by attending these classes.

We had a concluding programme at the Prashant Nagar government school. The children recited the rhymes they learnt and introduced themselves in English and did some oral exercises they learnt. The fifth grade children felt they got a good foundation before they moved to another middle school.

One of the important event was an excusion an adventure trip with the Luminary school children. Mr.Manjunath conducted a rock climbing programme with about 30 children 10 to 12 years, their headmistress, secretary of the school, and Mr.Krishnamurhy to Savandurga. The trek involved basic rock climbing and scrambling up the huge monolith of 800 feet high. In the beginning  everyone found that it was very tough but with the hilp of Manjunath they slowly gained confidence and made it and felt thrilled to reach the top.  It was the first adventure they ever had in their lives. On the way back they spent some time at Tippagundanahalli  reservoir which is a very big lake .

We spent a couple of hours for a week with our trustee in getting trained in spoken English programme which we would be conducting in a school at Khalsa in Karnataka. Mrs. Sharada Rao our trustee attended a work shop in conversation English at the center of excellence training and got a very good course material, well structured. We had great fun repeating the sentences in the correct accent.

We thank all our friends and supporters of this programme for giving us this experience of working in a variety of learning activities which is joyful for the teacher and the student. 

