Report for the month of January 2008.

Greetings from the Balavihar team.

The month of January was a month filled with interruptions for the Balavihar activities in the schools. There were holidays for moharrum, Sankranti, Republic days. School exucursions and KSQA(Karnataka state quality control organization) exams. In the midst of these some schools were closed  for three days as the teachers were engaged in census.

So we used these days for our meetings and planning for the month of March and for the summer camps we would be conducting  at various places during  the months of  April and May. We also had time to prepare materials for the English language program .

A summary of the activities at the various work spots.

Pinewoods High School:  Lending library and reading room for classes V to VIII. We had debates followed by group discussions of the Television watching and its impact. We also had extempore talking on various topics. Classes in clay, Yoga, singing, painting were conducted as usual. A group of 8 girls from the 7th attended the Youth day programme held on 12th Jan at Sri Sarada Math. They found the sessions addressed to the young with the issues they face day to day and they took part in the procession too. The drama group is getting ready for the presentation in the month of February.
Luminary English school:  Lending library , drama, clay work, painting, yoga and reading room continued as usual. Different groups of people are learning different songs and chants for the cultural event to be held in February.

Government  School Programs.

Govt. School Maranahalli:  English language classes for class II at the school for classes V to VIII at Nachiketa School continued as usual. We have started the communication English classes for evening class children for 20 minutes where in the children are given a practice in English speaking skills.  Lots of material is made to help them learn the text books prescribed by the school to enable them to learn the grammer portions. They learn by play method. The children find it interesting and easy to learn and remember.
Govt. school, Prashant Nagar.  Classes in English for classes IV and V three days a week continues. 

Govt. school, Gangondanahalli: Classes in Yoga, personality development activities and English programme for class VII once a week for two hours continues.

The children performed well in the KSQA exams conducted in the schools and the teachers said that the individualized learning programme in English   has helped them in their written and oral skills. The government teaches extended their thanks to us.

Chaitanya Tutorials: Personality development activites for children from classes to 8th to 10th continues once a week for one hour. The students are able to be more ariticulate and participate non competitive way of learning.

Nivedita Vidya Peeta: Clay, needle work and tailoring classes once a week for 5 hours contiues.

On the whole our programme covers around 500 students in the private schools and around 140 students in the government schools.
A retired professor at Nagarbhavi adjacent to Vijayanagar has dedicated a space in his house for learning activites for the children of an orphanage run by the government near their house. Having heard about the government programme, he has requested us to start one such for the girls in the orphanage. We visited the place and we are looking for volunteers to take up the work. We have offered training to the volunteers. The place is very suitable to have classes as its spacious and in quiet surroundings.

Our Project co.ordinator from Asha for Education Seattle, was in Bangalore and he was on a site visit on the 14th Jan.

Right now we are a team of two full time and two part time and five volunteers. 

We thank Asha for Education, the trustees of Palash and CCD for their support to carry on these activities.

