Report of Bala Vihar activities for the month of June and July 2008.
Greetings from the members of Bala Vihar team.

The members of Bala Vihar team started functioning from 17th of June after a four week vacation. We had a meeting to decide about the schools to be included in the program and type of activities to be taken up. This is was based on the feed back from the students and school authorities. The government school at Gangondanahalli requested to have the program two days a week. The government school at Govindaraja nagar approached us to have our English learning program in their school too. This year we felt that some handicraft classes should be included in classes for the government school children of Marenahally which we conduct at the Nachiketa Manovikasa Kendra during the evenings. This was based on the experience of the summer camp held there for these children. The children eagerly learnt to stitch draw, paint and play a lot of indoor games. Most of them work in house holds after school and contribute some income to the family. We found that they used to finish it and come regularly and learn and enjoy the time. Based on all these we chalked out our timetable. The time table goes like this:

Monday: Govindaraja Nagar school: 11 to 12.30 and Pinewoods High school  1.45 to 4.00. 6.PM to 7.30 Evening class at Nachiketa.

Tuesday: Gangondanahalli school: 2 to 3 PM  and Nachiketa. 5. to 7 PM. Amarjyothi nagar government school: 2 to 3 PM
Wednesday: Luminary English school, 11. to 3 PM, Nachiketa 5.30 to 7 PM  Chaitanya Tutorials: 5 to 6 PM. Amarjyothi  government school: 3 to 4 PM

Thursday: Govindaraja Nagar school: 11. to 12.30 PM, Gangondanahalli School. 2.to 3 PM, Nachiketa 5. to 7 PM Amarjyothi  government school: 2 to 3 PM.

Friday: Pinewoods High school: 1.45 to 4 PM. Nachiketa 6 to 7.30 PM.

Saturday: Pinewoods High school: 9 to 12 PM.

The activities in the schools are as follows:

Government schools:

Amarjyothi nagar government school: English learning programme for the 4th 5th class children ( 15 students).Resource person. 1
Govindaraja Nagar school:  Communicative English ( spoken English) for the Ninth standard students 95 students. Resource persons: 4
Gangondanahalli government school: Communicative English for the seventh standard children 45 students. Resource persons 2.
Marenahalli government school: (evening classes at Nachiketa): Classes V to IX  around 50 students. English learning programme. Strengthening their skills in learning their texts, communicative English, indoor games and puzzles, needlework, drawing. The children are requesting for Yoga classes. We have not yet started. Resource persons: 6
Private schools:

Pinewood High school: Lending Library  (120 members from classes V to VII). Activity classes and  library period for classes I to IV once a week ( around 240 students) Personality development classes for class VII. Experiments for Class VIII, Activity classes in drawing, drama, Yoga and needle work from 2.30 to 4 PM twice a week for around 110 students. Resource persons:  5
Luminary school: Lending library ( 63 students) from classes V to IX Acitivity classes in clay modeling, papercraft. Library period for class IV. Resource persons 4.
We have started these activities in the above places from the 1st of July.

During the month of June we did a good amount of book purchase from various book stores. We increased our stock of Amarachitra Katha. We bought books for all the levels of children. This time we decided to include good educative CDs since the government schools have got computers and we thought we could show them good stories in English which would help them in learning English. So we have started collecting from good sources. We got some CDs with simple english songs which children like very much. The private schools have also allotted some time to show the children some good CDs . So we have a fairly good collection of around 30 CDs which we lend to the schools. It is still in the beginning stage.

About the communicative English course. This course is designed by the Centre of training excellence in Bangalore. We tried this material at a school in Samse, Karnataka for a week  on an invitation from a friend of ours. The children found it very useful as it gave them confidence to speak in English. So we thought that it would be good to start in the government schools here. The learning is with the help of a CD where it is taught to speak by listening and repeating. Since the government schools have a computer we are using this program. There are a lot of activities too. Since we go as a team we split the class to give some individualised attention. 

Pinewoods English school has constructed a big hall on the third floor of their building to enable us to have our classes without disturbance. This has been a great help.

All the schools are very co.operative and encouraging. Some teachers also join us  if they are free. 

We are glad to inform that we got a donation of a second hand computer for the office which is very helpful to test the CDs before we take it into our library.  We also got a fair number of story books from our friends. 

This is in short the report of our work. All of us are enjoying our work and feel motivated as the children attend with great interest. 

We thank our friends of Asha for Education, CCD and Palash for the help and support.

