Bala –Vihar (Library and Learning Centre)
Aim-

Make children’s life interesting through activity based learning methods along with individualized attention. And also demand from children certain quality of responsibility in terms of thinking independently and commitment to learning.
Objectives-

· To cultivate reading habits

· To enhance communication skills

· To facilitate individual expressions

· To provide opportunity for overall personality development

· To enhance the quality of learning in children
People-
There are 9 resource people working towards these objectives.

The activities are conducted in 5 schools and 3 centers.

Activities-
The activities can be categorized in two areas:
I. Outreach work

II. Foundation work

I.  Outreach work :
· Establish libraries with borrowing facilities

· Conduct regular sessions in schools for teaching:
· Songs, chants and yogasanas

· Creative writing, poetry writing

· Making puppets, simple toys,games
· Art and craft activities

· Drama and theatre activities
· Clay work
· Activity based individualized sessions for math, science and English language
· Environment education through trips for bird watching activities, learning about their surroundings , treks etc.
II. Foundation work:
Apart from these outreach activities of the project there are other areas of work which form the foundation of the outreach activities with the schools. These areas of work includes 
· Raising funds and materials and books for library 

· Making the material for the activity 
· Finding the right person for the activity 
· Finding the right activity based on the needs of the children
The planning and preparation makes a major part of our work. Because we believe that the success of the programme depends a lot on these aspects. Lot of activity material have been designed for the effective learning of the English language for the government school children. We felt that the children enjoyed this play and learn method for language.
The details of the activities in each school conducted in the last one year are as follows:

Government schools: The services are provided are free for all children in the government schools.

1. Government school, Marenhalli, Vijaynagar:

Time: Working 3times a week for 2 hours
Activity: English language enhancement activities.

People: 7 resource people working with 45 children from classes 5 to 8.

The classes are held at Nachiketa Learning Centre, Vijaynagar.
2. Government school, Amarjyothi nagar.

Time: Working 3times a week for 1 hour.

Activity: English language enhancement activities

People: 1 resource person working with 16 children.

3. Government school, Gangodanahalli:

Time: Working once a week for two hours

Activity: English language enhancement activities

People: 4 resource people working with 45 children.

All the three schools also have sessions on art and craft, drama, song, theatre, yoga on a regular basis.

Private schools: In private schools (charging very low fee from the children) the activities are charged at 10 rupees per child per month and library facility is provided at 50 rupees per child per year.  
1. Pinewoods English school:
Time: Working 3times a week for 3 hours

Activity: Library facility and reading room , personality development sessions for 350 children and craft, yoga, drama sessions for 150 students from class 5 to 7.

People: 5 resource people are working for different activities with these children. 

150 students are members of the library.

We also conducted workshop for 8th and 9th std on ‘Effect of T.V. and Advertisements’ and free camp in dassera holidays for learning art and craft, clay work .

2. Luminary English  school , Andhrahalli :

This school is at a distance of 10 kms from vijaynagar.

Time: Working once a week for one whole day.
Activity: Library with borrowing facility, craft, drama, song , yoga.

People: 4 resource people are  working with 70 children for different activities.
53 children are members of the library for borrowing books.

Learning Centers:

1. Bala-Vihar library centre: This centre is at the office address. It is the centre where all the people work for the project. The library consists of many books for reference for the resource people and students. A good amount of children’s fiction is added at a regular interval. The library collection makes upto 700 books. Lot of work goes into choosing the books for the library.At present there are 25-30 children who avail the facility and they also attend a craft session once in a week.

2. Chaitanya Tutorials: The centre conducts tuitions for 25 children from class 8 to 10. At the request of the tutorials we conducted personality development for these 25 children once a week for one hour. This is also conducted with a minimal charge of 10 rupees per month. We plan to incorporate library and yoga , craft sessions for the next academic year.

3. Nachiketa Manovikas Kendra: This is a school for special children and they have given us the space for conducting evening classes for government  school children.

Future plans:
Short term plan: 
Conduct free holiday camps for the children so that they can have a continuous and focused attention for different activities, activities such as puppet making, thread work, clay work which may not be possible during the weekly sessions.

Long term plan:

· To increase the hours of work with these 5 schools and centes

· To enroll more children for library.

· To get more resource people to give as much as possible individualized attention.

· To reach out to more such schools in the nearby areas.

