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We started the work of Bala Vihar from the month of June. To start off we started the sessions at my house on Sundays. Some of the children in the neighborhood who attended our summer camp were keen that we should have a class once a week and wanted to continue with the library. So I enrolled about twelve of them. But Sunday being a holiday, some children have to go out with their parents. Most of them on an average attend three sessions in a month. They look forward to borrowing books. For lack of space at home I have not extended the library. At present we have fifteen members for the home library.

I started with making contact with the schools in the neighbourhood.The month of June was a busy month for all of them. One school by name Pinewood English school came upon with an idea of sponsoring fifty children from their school and gave the the space in their school to start off from July. I approached the government school in Marenahalli in Vijayanagar. This school has classes up to the 8th, a small one with strength of 150 to 160 students. They were happy with the idea of English language development programme which we planned for the students in the government school. So in the month of July I took classes for the 5th, 6th, 7th, 1st and 2nd to assess the needs. Now the government has introduced English from the 1st class onwards, the teachers requested me to give some classes for them to have an activity oriented learning .So I started from the introductory course, from the preparation of the flash cards and the method developed by Late David Horosburgh which I had learnt from Ms. Malati at Vikasana. The teachers liked the method as they found that their students enjoyed it and were learning easily. They thought that if the children did not know ABC they cannot read at all. Its quite an enormous work here and we are planning the material required and our team have started making them.
In the Pine woods school we are having classes from 3.30 to 5.00 PM. We have chanting, singing, yoga and hands on activites. The children take library books home and they do some story telling too. Manjunath has started with theater activities from the month of August with all the groups. The children enjoy and dont like to miss inspite of their tests. 56 children joined in the month of August . We are now catering to 108 children in this school. These children teach the hands on activities to others too. Other than these activities, Lalitha comes and teaches songs on saturdays for about 60 children at a time in this school and in government school.

We have adopted another school called Luminary School from 16th August onwards. Its at a distance of 10 Kms from Vijaynagar. We go once a week. We have taken two groups , 25 in each group. We spend two hours in the school. The activity is the same. Mobile library, story telling, chanting, singing, yoga and hands on activities.
Our team at present has one full time person, two part time and two volunteers. From the month of September, Pinewoods school would give one more period for their school. We are planning to take up one more government school. Right now Mr. Manjunath (theater teacher) is working part time. When he joins us full time, we can take the other school. Lots of our time goes in preparations and we are building our resources. We are making the learning material, and the games and material for hands on activities.

We shall update you with the developments every month.
