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Introduction

EQUIP (Eureka Quality Improvement Programme) Krishnagiri aims to improve the quality of education through a large-scale intervention in government schools and villages in the district. The district team is headed by the district co-ordinator Nagaraj and district and block-level full-timers who work under him. A quick glance at the current scale of the reading, science and library programmes is given below:
	S.No
	Programme
	No. of blocks we work in
	No. of schools we work in
	No. of Villages we work in
	No. of children we reach

	1. 
	Reading
	10
	610
	180
	47578

	2. 
	Science
	10
	453
	136
	55550

	3. 
	Library
	3
	-
	93
	4662


Earlier this year, a report of the “Annual Status of Education Report” (ASER) was released by Pratham. ASER is a nationwide survey that gives reliable estimates of indicators of education quality, like basic reading and math skills, at the district, state and national levels every year.
In this report, we include a two-page brief about ASER 2007, including quality indicators for Tamilnadu, which the EQUIP programme aims to improve.
Reading

During the past two months, we continued the Padippum Inikkum programme to improve basic reading skills. Since we expanded the programme to more schools starting January, we supplied new resource material to all the schools that we are working in. We trained over 1000 government teachers during the month of February, in using these materials.

The highlight of the reading programme during the last two months was the “Reading Fairs” conducted in 20 villages of the district. The reading fairs create a festival-like atmosphere in the village. As soon as resource persons enter the village, a number of adults and children join them, curious to see what they are going to do, since they carry a variety of educational material with them. As the name indicates, like in a real market, there are a number of stalls during a reading fair. The stalls have reading materials of different levels – for example letter combinations, word cards and jumbled sentences. In addition, there is a reading bank with sentence and para cards. The purpose of the fair was to generate excitement about reading. Once the market was set, children rushed into the stall and wanted to start reading the cards. If they could read the cards fluently, the cards were given to them. After reading cards in all stalls, Para cards or Story cards were gifted to children from the Reading bank.

Science
In the Ariviyal Anandam science programme, training was completed in February for all teachers for the new experiment kits given. Our block-level resource persons continued to visit the schools to monitor the programme. The highlight of the programme during the last two months was the exhibitions organized at the school and block-levels, as the academic year was coming to a close. 
In each science exhibition, children demonstrated the experiments they learnt from ‘Ariviyal Anandham’ program and also new experiments that they themselves had tried out. They also created models and charts to showcase their creative skills to students, teachers and the public. In exhibitions, both simple and challenging questions were asked to the visitors. In Krishnagiri district, 216 exhibitions were held during the months of February and March.
Library

As part of the library programme, training was given to library volunteers on origami, metric melas and games. Science CD shows were also organized as part of the activities. 4 new books and some game cards were given as new materials for these months.
The highlight of the library programme was the Eureka Little Writers Festival (ELWF). While we supply library materials regularly, we also believe that children can also create their own stories and resource materials for their libraries. The objective of the ELWF was to identify and groom children’s skills in story writing and drawing. Workshops were held at the block-level for children with 50 children participating in each session. The workshop focused on how to write and develop a story, how to write a story for a given situation, how to develop stories with given character etc. and session on drawing focused on training children to draw pictures in accord with situations in stories and were asked to practice drawing pictures from story cards and posters. Also they were motivated to draw pictures on their own and were given feedback about it. In the block-level competition, students were paired in such a manner that one student wrote a story and the other student illustrated it. 25 pairs of students participated in the competition at the block-level in Shoolagiri block. 
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This was followed by a state-level festival held at German hall (T.Nagar) Chennai on 29th and 30th March’08. This festival was conducted for 90 students who were the winners of Block level story writing and illustrators competition. Workshops on creative writing, pot-painting and magic shows were conducted. The event also witnessed participation of more than 80 volunteers from Satyam, CTS etc participated in ELWF who hosted the children in their homes.
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On Day 2, children came back happily with the volunteers to Balamandir Primary school at 9am. Children shared that they really enjoyed spending time with the volunteers and felt it as a different experience. All the 86 Children who were waiting eagerly to participate in the competition were grouped in a class room. The children were given T-Shirts titled ELWF which was sponsored by Satyam Foundation. One children who is good at writing story and the other who is good at illustration were paired up. They were then explained that the one who is good at writing story will be the author and need to describe the story to illustrator who will then draw the pictures. Finally they were informed  that they have to compete in the competition with the allotted pair Children then competed in the state level competition with their allotted pairs. The

Competition was held from 10.30am to 1.30pm.Children participated with full involvement and utilized the opportunity to exhibit their talents.
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Child author and illustrator pair at work!





Workshop on Creative Writing by Ms.Karkuzhali 





Krishnagiri was part of Dharmapuri according to 2001 census. ASER uses this data








Way Forward For Krishnagiri





Action Steps: Mathematics





Focus on place value concept and number recognition from Std.1 and get all children in class 3 to recognize numbers till 10000.


Activities for addition and subtraction (particularly with carry/borrow) for children in classes 3-5.


Focus on simple number activities that all children in the class can do.











Way Forward For Krishnagiri





Action Steps: Reading





Focus on early letter recognition in Std 1


Focus on word level children in Std 3 and sentence level children in Std 4 & 5 to improve them to story level.


Remedial action for children lagging behind


Constant supply of graded reading material to retain reading skills





Highlights:


(   Out of school children:


       Enrollment and attendance levels in Tamilnadu are among the highest           �       in the country. For the 6-14 age group, enrollment is close to 99%.





(   School provision and facilities: 


       66% of the schools have drinking water available and 69% have usable toilets.





(   Reading


       Learning levels were low as compared to the national average. Only  


       34.8% of Std.5 children were able to read fluently.





(   Arithmetic


       47% of Std.1 children could not even recognize numbers from 1-9.            


       Only 17.5% children could divide in Std.5.





(   English


       16% children in Std.5 could read easy sentences in English.





There is a clear need to focus on the basic skills among children in the primary level in Tamilnadu.





In spite of good school infrastructure and a high enrolment rate, learning levels, particularly reading and arithmetic at the primary level are among lowest in the country!








Level 1 text is Std 1 text level, Level 2 text is Std 2 text level





ASER measures status: Is every child in school and learning well?








The ASER (Annual Status Report on Education) Survey, 2007





ASER Survey is a national annual survey done by over 400 organizations all over the country. In Tamilnadu ASER has been done over the last 3 years by KALVI - an independent collective of NGOs, Universities and Colleges


In each district of the country, 30 villages were randomly chosen based on “PPS” sampling.


Children from 20 random households in each village were evaluated on reading and arithmetic.


ASER measures basic learning quality outcomes – reading and arithmetic – of children. ASER also looks at enrolment, drop outs, teacher – student ratios, attendance and several other inputs.





In ASER 2007, 36000 children from 900 villages in 30 districts in Tamilnadu were evaluated








