Dakshinayan-CHEO Project

My name is Sudha Suryadevara and I worked for three months with the children, teachers and villages of the Cheo School in Jharkhand, India in 2006.

During my time in Cheo I was primarily responsible for teaching Math, English and Physical Education classes to 3 classes. The levels by US standards would have been pre-k, kindergarten, and first grade. I started at the beginning of the school year, from scratch, and dealt with children who had never seen a pen, pencil, of books. 
There are two teachers there full-time, both of whom reside in the Cheo village. I believe one of them was a former student at the Cheo School who continued his education and came back to teach. They are both extremely knowledgeable and are fantastic teachers. I think having international volunteers really enhances the kid’s education. They are learning English from English speakers and Math from people who have a college level education.
These children come from the village of Cheo; nearby villages as well one’s that more than a 45 minute walk away. This shows the importance and dedication that these children’s parents place on the education that they are receiving. After finishing in the Cheo School, some children continue their studies at other schools that teach at a higher level.
In addition to this school there is also a government school. While the school is physically there and teachers of that school receive their salaries they do not show up to teach. This is why it is of the utmost importance that Dakshinayan and others continue to support the Cheo School. For without it, the children I taught would not have access to the education that they are entitled too.

Overall, Cheo was a great experience because not only do you teach but you are fully immersed in village life like nowhere else. I had the opportunity to interact with the kids that I taught on a more personal level since many lived right near the school. I found that this interaction with the children was essential and enriching. Not only did I learn a lot; the kids also get a chance to practice their English, learn about volunteers, where they come from, their culture, etc.

My time spent in Cheo was a life-changing experience. It’s one that I thoroughly enjoyed. I intend to go back to Cheo at some point in the future and am curious to see what has become of my former students and the village itself. I imagine that the kids as well as the village will probably have transformed in any number of ways.
Here are some of the pictures that I took. Please let me know if more are necessary.
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