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SOCIETY OF GRAMA VIKASA SARADI: TATTABANDA 

Quarterly Report (October to December 09) on Education Programme  

 

Location: Upper Primary School at Kovilapalem village and Primary School at       

       Gadabapalem village in Visakhapatnam District, AP 

Supported by: Asha Knoxiville and New River Valley Chapters  

 

1. Exposure visit: 

Students from both schools waiting from long time for an exposure visit to outer world, 

they asked us for the exposure visit in the month of September 09.  Their dream came 

true in the month of December 09, both school went to exposure visit on 30th of 

December 09 to deferent places which are very important for their lessons and daily life. 

They learnt a lot of information about different subjects from the exposure visit. Basically 

this exposure visit was planned for three projects that are history, biodiversity, salt fields 

and sea. Four former students and some of the parents from both villages (Kovilapalem 

and Gadabapalem) also came for the exposure visit to help the team. During the time of 

exposure visit parents, students and teachers enjoyed a lot with new things. We have been 

in the following place for the exposure visit. 

 

Bojjanna Konda, a Buddhist 

excavation site, is renowned as 

Buddhist heritage spot in 

Visakhapatnam district, dating back to 

2000 years. It is pretty placed on a 

mount at Sankaram village near 

Anakapalle in Visakhapatnam district. 

It is nearly 50 kms from the school. 

They never had been there even team of 

GVS.  
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The place is known for the ancient statues of Buddha in various postures, enchanting 

stupas and other Buddhism related structures like meeting halls. The materials excavated 

during 1900 AD, include different varieties of bricks that were used in the construction 

during the Buddhist period. Students took information from the local people and teachers 

on the visited site for their project preparation in the next days. 

 

Kondakarla Ava in Kondakarla village is located in Achutapuram mandal, a short 

distance from Vizag. The bea is scenic and beautiful. Those who look for calm away 

from the stress and strains of the busy 

city life can spend their holidays here.  

 

The biggest fresh water lake in the state 

is located here. The still waters of the 

lake bounded by coconut trees on one 

side and green hills all around displays a 

great picturesque site. The beach is 

known for its bird flora, the Bird 

Sanctuary established here has a rich diversity of bird aquatic plant species. Students 

were listed out that how many varieties of living things they saw in the lake. They 

interacted with boat drivers and local formers. They found here that tools of traditional 

fish hunting. Collected variety of flowers from the lake and had fun with them.  

Salt Cultivation:  

After lunch we went to seashore where salt cultivation is practiced. Students and teachers 

went to the salt fields to interact with 

farmers for gathering information on 

which practices are there. These salt 

fields are located at Pudimadaka village 

where the sea is located next to the 

village. It was an eye catching view and 

a wonderful experience for the students 

as they have never been to such a 
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location. They have got very much to learn in this place. The students had taken the 

permission from the farmers to carry some salt along with them as a token of sign of a 

visit to this place. Some of the students got so exited by seeing the farmers cultivating 

that they themselves want to cultivate salt and this was a great opportunity for them. They 

got down into the cultivation area and got completely wet with water.  

 

And next it was a visit to the beach which, for everyone is an enjoyable place to go. The 

students were fun- filled and a little too tired that they wanted to take a refreshing bath in 

the slashing waves of the sea. None of them did waste a little time to get into the water. 

The students had a very nice time in the beach along with the teachers and parents. It was 

nearly dusk by the time they were returning back. The students and teachers returned 

back with a knowledgeable experience.  

Students Information  

Here in the Kovilapelem UP School there are Classes I, II, IV, VI, VII and at 

Gadabapalem School there are classes I, II, III and IV. We don’t have class III at 

Kovelapalem School because there are no students for the class. During the months of 

October, November and December 09 teachers taught lessons to the classes as per the 

prepared lesson plans. The information about students at schools is as follows:   

 

 Kovilapalem 

 Class  Boys – Girls Total 

 Class I  4    8   12 

 Class II  2    1     3 

 Class IV  1    7    8 

 Class VI  3         3 

 Class VII  --   1     1 

    ---------------------------- 

  Total   10   17   27 

    ---------------------------- 

	   Gadabapalem 

 Class I   4   2     6 
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 Class II   3   5     8 

 Class III  --   2     2 

 Class IV  2   2     4 

    --------------------------- 

  Total    9  11     20 

    --------------------------- 

 

Projects: 

The 5th, 6th and the 7th class students had chosen house building for the project work for 

the last three months. It was on the basis 

of the lesson taught by the teacher on 

different types of houses. They had been 

allotted a small place in front of the 

school to make use of it for the project of 

house building. The students, in the first 

month got an introduction from the 

teachers about the project and the 

students have gone around many houses 

observing how they are built. In the second month the students made use of bamboo to 

build different models like slab houses, 

huts etc in the place allotted. In the third 

month they made use of wood, mud, tiles 

and bricks to do the same. They actually 

had an idea of creating a small model 

village with different types of houses and 

the village was a bit too similar to the 

kovilapalem village. The village even had 

the early gvs school (the model had the early look of the school). In this way of doing 

projects the students can have more practical knowledge rather than only bookish 

knowledge.  
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2. Celebrations at Schools 

There were two celebrations in these three months. One, , on the eve of Gandhi jayanthi 

(October 2nd) and the other, on the eve of children’s day (November 14th).  

Gandhi Jayanthi  
The students sang a song in the praise of the father of our nation. They invited three of the 

senior citizens and they were honored in the memories of Mahatma Gandhi. After the honors 

the students were told about Gandhiji and his struggle for independence. And the main role 

was played by the senior citizens in telling the students about Mahatma Gandhi. And to the 

end of the celebrations everyone was distributed sweets.  

 
Children’s day  
Teachers and students both took part in the performances this day. It was children’s day and 

teachers had to entertain the students in some or the other way. The teachers sang songs and 

the students were the dance performers. Students were given chocolates on this day.  

 
3. Protecting tribal tradition  
In the month of November it was chance for the GVS school students to become dance 

teachers. Eight students along with a teacher went to stay in Gadabapalem village for 

teaching Kolatam (traditional songs with dance) for the students there. They stayed there 

for almost three days teaching them dance. It was thrilling for the students to become 

teachers for three days. It was not only 

this task they were successful in the three 

days stay there. The next task was not 

only the credit of the GVS students but it 

was also the performance of the 

Gadabapalem students in protecting the 

Gadabha language which is losing its 

importance in the present world. All the 

GVS students (Mannidora tribe) and     Gadabhapalem School 

Gadabapalem students (Gadaba tribe), combined, were busy in their dance classes the 

whole day and all night they gathered information about the Gadabha language and the 

history of the village (traditions, origins of the village) from the elders of the village in 

order to write a glossary about it and how everyone is neglecting their own traditional 
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language. The main aim behind writing this glossary is to protect the value of the 

language and history for the further generations as it is forgotten by the villagers itself. 

There are only some elders who talk the language today but the present generations are 

not even having a glance at it as they are mostly influenced by Telugu.     

 

4. Nutrition / Health 

Health is of topmost priority at our school as ever. The students are closely monitored for 

deficiencies and adequate steps taken on a regular basis to ascertain the well-being of the 

children. Details of vaccination and statistical records are maintained periodically.  

As a part of nutrition, we are giving eggs and pea nut sweets to the children at 11.00 am 

every five days a week.  

 

We are serving boiled vegetables and leafy vegetables twice a week, with the vegetables 

we are getting from our kitchen garden. 

Yoga is being taught as a subject, it is 

going on a regular basis. 104 mobile 

medical van (free medical checkups from 

the Government) coming once on first 

Saturday of the month to the school. We 

are utilizing this service if the teachers 

and students have any health problems. 

And once in 15 days ANM visits the schools for checking of children.  

   

5. Meetings  

GVS team is regularly conducting parents and School Committee meetings once in a 

month for discussing about progress and problems of the school and also conducting two 

meetings in a month with School staff for work review and lesson plan.  

 

6. Others 

We counseled two students Nammi Sanyasamma, who is a dropout from class 7th (we 

found this girl last month) and Marisa Santhosh from Tattabanda village who is a dropout 
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from class IX for enrolling them in the Government school.  Now these students and their 

parents are willing to join them in the Government schools for the upcoming year. 

Our team participated in the Badi Bhata rally conducted by the Anganwadi team and 

Government school teachers on 23rd October 09, in and around Tattabanda Panchayat.  

SGVS organizers also visited and monitored Government schools with the help of sub 

committees in our respective area. 

 

The following 5 dropout children identified in the following villages:  

 

S.No. Student Name Boy/girl Village Dropout from  Age  

1.  Ithi Kondalarao Boy Billalapalem class VI 11 

2.  Nammi Satyavathi Girl  Burugupalem class VII 13 

3.  Killadi Mangathalli Girl  Burugupalem Class VII 13 

4.  Katari Sailakshmi Girl  Sainagar Class VII 14 

5.  Nammi Chnathalli Girl  Baljipalem Class VII 14 

 

Billalapalem is located next to the Burugupalem village, it is the hamlet of the 

Burugupalem village and we never mentioned about this village that it is our working 

area, but we are working in this hamlet too, we are considering it as a part of 

Burugupalem village.  

These 5 children were dropout from the school due to their family financial problems, 

right now they are engaged in agricultural activities and sheep raring. We are planning to 

make counseling with these dropout children and their parents in next month.  

 

1. Nammi Satyamani 11years old girl (dropout) joined in Burugupalem village 

Government school in class V 
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2. Parisam chinibabu and parisam dhanalaxmi, dropouts who were counseled and 

were willing to join back in the school were now followed up by gvs to pay their 

examination fee.  

3. Simbothu bhavani, enrolled in class 10th last month had just gone through her 

national open school 10th class examinations. 

 

K.Prabhavathi 

 

Project Coordinator 


