Conference Call minutes (4th and 12th December 2008) & Other Updates : 

 Attendees of Conference Call : Siddamma, Savitha, Bhaskar

Update on December 4th: 

Siddamma traveled to Cuddalore on Tuesday (December 2nd) after the roads to the affected villages were accessible. The government has started verifying the ration card of many villagers and plans to start helping them with relief money starting next week. Few of these villages were not being recognized by the government since the villager’s didn’t have the ration card. Siddamma is working on getting the press to cover the floods in these regions and find help from the government. 

Video Coverage and help from local government: Siddamma said she had to get help with video coverage of some the villages so that she could contact the local collector of the district to find help. On December 4th, she mentioned that she was able to video record the details of flooded areas and affected families of most villages in Cuddalore and meet with the local collectors . She mentioned that the local collectors were helpful in most districts and is looking forward to the start of the rehabilitation efforts in the next week.

1. Medicines:  

Update on December 4th: 

A number of doctors from Chennai have volunteered to help the villagers if a medical camp is setup. The plan is to have the first medical camp for Cuddalore district on Dec 10th 2008 and will target 6 of these villages. The doctors from Chennai will travel to Cuddalore and help at the camp. Siddamma mailed us the list of medicines she may need help with it. Jith from Asha 

Austin kindly volunteered to try and help with arranging the medicines. 

Update on December 12th:

Special thanks to Jith (Asha Austin volunteer) and Jagan and Badri from Gencor Pacific who arranged for medicines for the medical camp in 4 days. Total medicines cost Rs.38,000/-. Jith donated Rs.10,000/- in person to Siddamma.

AID Chennai offered to help with the relief but preferred to help in the form of medicines instead of approving funds. Since Gencor Pacific had already arranged for the medicines for this year, we told AID Chennai that we don't need any help on this for this year.

Asha Austin should assist Siddamma to work with AID Chennai so that she con contact AID Chennai during next year flood relief efforts.

2. Food : 

Update on December 4th :

On November 28th, Siddamma spent Rs.25,000/- to buy rice for immediate relief in Cuddalore. She found help for people to cook it and deliver it to the affected families. This money will be from the amount that Asha Austin approved.

Siddamma mentioned that today she purchased food for close to 1080 families in Cuddalore district. She mentioned that she will use this food to support families in Cuddalore so that they can manage with food for the next 10 days.

The 1080 families in Cuddalore district are from the following villages:

Chidambaram      : 369 families (859 affected)

Kattumannarkudi: 296 families (Initilally reported only 241 families)

Viruthachalam    : 129 families (Initially reported 133 families)

Thindokudi       : 103 families  

Cuddalore        : 112 families (Initially reported 172 families)

Thanrithu          : 70 families
Food was bought on Dec 4th for all these families for 10  days

Rice for 1080 families                : 10 kg * 1080 * Rs.15.30 (original 18) = Rs.165240

Dhal for 900 families                  : 1 kg   * 900 * Rs.40                 = Rs.36000

Spices (Salt, Chilli, Tamaraind)  : Rs.76  * 900                               = Rs.68400   

Total Expenses : Rs.2,69,640/-

Siddamma used Rs. 1,00,000/- from Asha Austin disbursal for relief efforts.
3. List of other online donors

To be included.

