I, Kaustuv Chakraborty (ASHA Kolkata Chapter), did the site visit for R.N. Basu Girls High School, Maju, Howrah on 12th September 2009. The details of the visit are as below:
1. Interviewer: Kaustuv Chakraborty

2. Interviewees:

a. Ms. Kanakmala Bhattacharya – Teacher in charge of the school

b. Ms. Munmun Das – English Teacher

c. Ms Rajasree Biswas – Geography Teacher
Background:

R.N. Basu Girls High School is situated in Maju, Howrah, West Bengal and was established in the year 1963. Previously the school was ran in the premises of the R.N. Basu High School, a school for the boys and faced huge problems. However, with the aid granted by Sarbashikhs Scheme and ASHA, the school was able to bring up the under construction building to a running one. Currently most of the classes of the school are held in the new building. The girls’ school is upto standard X and currently has 972 students. It is the only girls’ school in a radius of 5 KM (3 Mi Approx).
Current State:

Currently the Teacher in charge of the school is Ms. Kanakmala Bhattacharya. The school runs mostly in the new facility developed with the aid mentioned above. However a part of the school still requires the hostel building of the R.N. Basu High School for boys. There are adequate bathrooms and infrequent water supply. WBSEB supplies electricity to the school. The school commences at 10:30 AM and runs till 4:40 PM. The desks and classroom facilities are adequate. The present staff room is miserable; in fact it serves as the staff room, store room and pantry together. However, the “Sarbasiksha Scheme” funds a little amount of money compared to what required each year.
Changes Perceived with respect to the visit in 2007:

There are good changes perceived which is tabulated below (Amber flag denotes partial improvement perceived, green flag denotes good improvement):

	Condition 2007
	Condition 2009
	Flag

	No building/ infrastructure of their own
	Partial Building and Infrastructure. Still no benches in certain classrooms and 5 sections (3 for Std V and 2 for Std VI are taken in a hostel for the boys school
	(

	Not allowed to use electricity of the current facility
	Allowed to use electricity of the current facility
	(

	Not allowed to use bathroom of the current facility
	Adequate bathroom in the current facility
	(

	Not allowed to use the drinking water of the current facility
	Water facility is there, but no storage, only available when the water is supplied by the Panchayat
	(

	Classrooms are overcrowded, often people sitting on floor mats
	Classrooms are not overcrowded
	(

	The Girls’ school starting too early to accommodate the time of boys’ school time.
	The school time is convenient
	(

	Teachers cannot come in time due to an extreme early start
	The time is convenient for the teachers
	(

	Periods are cut down short to accommodate all the classes
	Periods spans are as per standards
	(

	Too much shifting of the desks as the boys and girls do their study in the same classrooms but they have different strengths
	This problem is not there
	(


The strengths of the different classrooms are as follows:

	Class
	Count 2007
	Count 2009
	Dropouts
	Remarks

	X
	50
	74
	52
	

	IX
	87
	128
	20
	

	VIII
	126
	147
	22
	

	VII
	148
	184
	208
	

	VI
	169
	175
	NA
	

	V
	392
	228
	NA
	Currently, the number is optimized. Previously there was an abnormal figure

	Total
	972
	936
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The results achieved in the last X Std public examination (2008) are as follows:

	Division/ Class
	Count
	Remarks

	1st Division
	11
	

	2nd Division
	18
	

	3rd Division
	12
	

	Compartmental
	2
	

	Unsuccessful
	6
	

	Total
	49
	


Existing Problems:

1. No classrooms for standards V and VI in the present building. There are spaces  though in the current building but no funding to construct these classrooms
2. Infrastructure for some classrooms (Like benches) is not there

3. Drinking water facility needs to be improved, either there should be a good storage, or there should be facility of a deep tubewell
4. There should be a staff room and an office room
5. There should be proper places for document storage

Gallery:

Please find a few snaps those were taken during the visit:
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Figure 1: After School
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Figure 2: Some Part still under construction
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Figure 3: Open space 1 where the new Classrooms could be constructed
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Figure 4: Open space 2 where the new Classrooms could be constructed
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Figure 5:  Current Classroom condition (Mixed class during an exam, the room is for Std X)
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Figure 6: Classroom with no benches
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Figure 7: Current Drinking Water facility, available only when the Panchayat Supplies
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Figure 8: Myself in front of the school
The New Building








