	

	

	

	

	

	Chakiben, chakiben maari saathe ramva aavsho ke nahin. Khavane dano pivane paani aapish tane 





(Little bird, will you come to play with me? I will give you grain to eat and water to drink) 



The chorus reverberates across a classroom of 20 children in Ganeshpura area of Ahmedabad. It is another matter that when the informal school breaks for lunch, many children will go hungry as their daily-wager parents cannot leave a cooked meal for them. 

Beyond the biggest dumpyard of Ahmedabad, lies Ganeshpura, a ghetto of nearly 1,000 families, severely affected in the 2002 communal riots, now literally removed from the heart of the city and relocated with no sewerage, no proper water connection and no school for children. 

In this surrounding chaos, a school is not only educating young minds, but in a city that has become highly ghettoised after the 2002 carnage, these children are also learning to strike friendship with children of the other community. 

Medha Solanki, 7, is learning to count 1 to 10. Clad in a tattered frock, Medha shares the similar story with nearly all of the 116 children that study in four classrooms opened by Kadam Education Centre for children of displaced Hindu and Muslim families by the Centre for Development (CD). 

"My father is not alive, my mother goes to work. We are poor, but I will learn and change things," says Medha, mature beyond her years. Sitting next to her is Naureen, 8, who is also nursing similar dreams of standing on her feet. Her father is an autorickshaw driver and mother a homemaker. 

"There is a municipal school, three km away. The minimum transport expense is Rs 10, which parents cannot afford," says Meera Malek of CD. 

Meera says the organisation faced two big challenges when they started the school over a year ago. The first was to find a solution to tackle low standard of education among students. Second, to make parents comfortable with the fact there was no harm in children of two communities sitting with each other and learn. 

"Eighty per cent students from class IV to VII did not know how to count. We had to start from alphabets," says Parveen, one of the five teachers. 

"Hindu parents ask us to ensure that their children do not have water from pots used by Muslim children. Muslim parents keep telling us that if we have four classrooms, we should make children from both communities sit in different rooms," says Meera. 

Things are slowly settling down. "Now, we want to ensure hot meals for children. We sell newspaper waste and feed them lunch just once a month. If we are able to give them food everyday, their performance will improve in a big way," says Meera. 




