HAREK ROKOM BA
AN EDUCATION FAIR FOR CHILDREN

November 17 to 21, 2006

BITM, Kolkata

Brought to you by Shikshamitra (An alternative school), BITM and Comet Media Foundation (Mumbai)

Harek Rokom Ba is a fun filled, activity based education fair for children, teachers and parents. Children will watch films and live performances of various kinds, participate in these performances if they wish to, try out their skills at various activities, listen to stories, create their own stories and take something home to ponder upon and share with other friends. Elders too will enter the world of children, share their experiences, learn and observe with them and remember their childhood days. 

The fair will be open to all children, though the activities are being designed for children in the age group 11 to 15 years. Under priviledged children are being specially invited to attend the fair and participate in the activities.

Special workshops for teachers are being designed to help them teach difficult subjects in class, to orient them to the new subjects that have been introduced in the syllabus and also to expose them to alternate pedagogies and teaching methods. 
In conjunction with the fair, there will be a day long national colloquium on vocational education on the 17th of November at the BITM auditorium. This will be the latest in the series of Sir Ratan Tata Trust Colloquia on Education, which have been an annual affair in conjunction with bal vividha for the last five years.

The colloquia and the fair will be partly supported by Sir Ratan Tata Trust. Any other support for the Kolkata fair is earnestly solocited.
Here are some details of the activities at the fair:

COLLOQUIUM

For the first time the Ratan Tata Trust Colloquium on education will be happening in Kolkata. The theme for this year’s colloquium will be “Vocational Education”. It will be a day long colloquium on the 17th of November. The day’s proceedings will be divided into sub themes and there will be a total of 1o speakers. 2 to 3 of these speakers will be from outside Kolkata. 

The colloquium will be attended by the Secretary and Joint Secretary of the Education Department, office bearers in the Board of Secondary Education, NGOs working in the field of education, principals of schools and all other collaborators of the fair. The thrust of the discussions will be to explore the possibilities of developing an alternate curriculum for vocational education. Institutions imparting vocational education – like George Telegraph Institute, Ramakrishna Mission, Don Bosco School etc will have valuable inputs to impart at the colloquium. 

WORKSHOPS

There will be four parallel workshops every day for teachers teaching in classes V to VIII 
About 25 teachers are expected to attend each workshop 
We are targeting to reach out to teachers of Bengali Medium Govt. schools

Workshops are to be conducted by experienced resource persons with proven track records.

Four broad subjects for the workshops have been identified on the basis of a preliminary survey in schools. These are:

· English

· Mathematics

· Environmental sciences

· Life skills

Each workshop will address key areas in the syllabus and expose the teachers to alternate teaching methods that have proved to be successful. At the end of each workshop there will be a presentation by teachers.
Every workshop will be well documented so that these can be fine tuned and replicated in future.

The workshops at the fair are just the beginning of a process. Shikshamitra has taken the responsibility of sustaining the activity through a series of workshops at regular intervals.
Following is a list of resource persons who have agreed to conduct the workshops:
English:

Ms. Ayesha Das

Br. Branden McCarthiagh

Ms. Neela Ghosh

Maths:

Shri Subir Bhattacharya

Ms. Ruma

Shri Uday Biswas

Md. Halim

Environmental Sciences

Ms. Diti Mukherjee

Shri Kushal Mukherjee

Shri Anshuman Das

Ms. Saswati Sen

Ms. Devika Kaur

Life Skills

Ms. Bulbul Bakshi

Shri Sukhendu Das

Use of puppetry and audio visual aids in class rooms 

Shri Shubhashish Sen  
Ms. Swapna Sen
The SERVE method of class room management 
Br. Branden Mc Carthiagh
In addition to the above workshops, there will be the following two special workshops:

· Workshop on identity to be conducted by Seagull
· Workshop on child’s rights to be conducted by CRY

We plan to invite principals of schools and parents for these workshops

FILM SCREENINGS
There will be three sessions of film screenings every day, two hours each.

In each session, one short film and one feature length film will be screened. All the films will be introduced by an expert. The same person will moderate a discussion at the end of the screening.
The films to be screened will be carefully selected. These will be films that the children normally do not get to watch on television or in movie halls. 
The films will be procured from various sources like the German, French, British and US consulates, the Seagull Resource Centre, the INPUT archive, WWF, Childrens’ Film Society of India and from the filmmakers themselves.

Seagull, CRY and WWF have already committed to lend films and facilitate the discussions.

INTERACTIVE CORNERS

There will be about 25 interactive corners for children to watch, read, listen, try out, ask questions, learn and enjoy. The corners are being designed so that in each corner the children can spend as much time as they want, watching, listening and trying out things by themselves. At the end of the experience they will have something to take home and share with their friends.

Some of the interactive corners already planned:

· A loom with bamboo frame – children will pick up a yarn from an urn and weave a strand. This loom will be at the centre stage of all activities and will signify the theme of the mela
· Book corners with story reading/telling sessions: Children will listen to stories narrated by engaging storytellers, some of whom may be writers of childrens’ literature
· Urban gardening corner with an attractively laid out herbal garden. Children will learn how to grow plants in pots, what plants to grow in different seasons, how to prepare manure from kitchen waste. At the herbal garden, mortars, pestels, empty bottles, labels will be in store. Children will get a chance to prepare their own medicine and take home. (To be designed and managed by Service Centre)
· Energy consumption at home: There will be a mock home with mock electrical gadgets and a mock meter. Children will sit down and calculate the energy consumed in their own homes.
· Domestic water consumption (To be designed and managed by Service Centre)
· Craft corners, where children will prepare toys etc from domestic waste products; try their hands out at pottery, make paper crafts with hand made paper and with news papers. )To be supervised by veterans like Shyamoli Khastagir, Anita Mitra, Swapna Sen, Shubhashish Sen etc) 
· Toy corners: Children will spend as much time as they want, playing with traditional toys and innovative toys. (To be managed by Comet Media Foundation)
· Know your city: Children will be acquainted of the history of their city, the heritage and also the problems that their city is facing, specially the air pollution, the water pollution and noise pollution (To be managed by PUBLIC, INTACH and others)
· Make new friends: ‘normal’ children learn sign language and interact with ‘challenged’ children (To be managed by Oral School for the Deaf) 

· Story drawing corner: The stall will be decorated with panels. Each panel will be a story illustrated in 7 to 10 frames. The children study the panels and then sit down to draw stories. The stories will be displayed at each table. Papers and colours will also be kept. The best illustrations will be published later. 
· Science corners (To be managed by BITM and Science Communicators’ Forum)
· The world of shadows: Shadow puppetry, shadow plays, as well as science experiments with light and shadow
· Journalism: Children will be taught rudiments of journalism and then sent out to take interviews and pictures with digital cameras. This corner will also maintain a daily bulletin board (To be managed by journalism students and supervised by Chitrabani and Seagull)
· Quiz corner on child’s rights (By CRY)

· Right to information corner (By CRY)

RANGMANCH

A stage in the midst of the mela where children and adults will put up performances like:

· Short plays

· Magic shows and jugglery

· Dance and acrobatics

· Demonstration of folk musical instruments
· Mime shows

The day time shows will be shorter and primarily by children and the evening shows will be longer and primarily by professionals.

Children of Vikramshila, Oral School for the Deaf, Shikshamitra, Calcutta Social Project will put up short plays, magic shows etc. 

Ratan Khanna will demonstrate and perform with folk musical instruments

Aaina will put up a couple of plays

Seagull will put up monologues by Manjula Padmanabhan

CRY will put up a short play

There will be a short Gauriya dance performance

Chhau and stilt walkers will be invited from Purulia and Bardhaman respectively

THE KOLKATA TEAM: Advisors: Sujit Sinha, Sudeshna Sinha

                                          Festival co-ordinator: Subha Das Mollick

                                          Workshops co-ordinator: Malini Mukherjee

                                           Rangmanch co-ordinator: Sayanti Mukherjee

                                          Fund raising & publicity co-ordinator: Madhushree Mukherjee

                                          Volunteers: Sukhendu Das, Biswajeet, Sravani 

