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The Child slavery project is coordinated by the Penn State Chapter of Asha for Education.  Elody Gyekis and Eric Schoon are the co-coordinators of this chapter and Dr Samuel Richards, Professor in the Department of Sociology, is the current chapter advisor. The organizations affiliated with this project are Free the Slaves, USA and MSEMVS (Manav Sabsadhan Evam Mahila Vikas Sansthan), India. Asha Penn State has formed a partnership with Free the Slaves due to their expert knowledge in the field of international slavery, and Free the Slaves has, in turn, partnered with MSEMVS, which is locally running the program in India.  Funded by both Asha Penn State and Free the Slaves, MSEMVS is responsible for acquiring all necessary resources (teachers, books, building, etc) to ensure the delivery of a quality education.  
LOCATION OF PROJECT
Village: Khadharawan-Phattupur

Block: Bhadohi

District: SantRavidas Nagar (Bhadohi)

State: Uttar Pradesh, India
BACKGROUND:
MSEMVS, Manav Sabsadhan Evam Mahila Vikas Sansthan, which roughly translates into Society for Human Development and Women's Empowerment, is the organization in India running this program for the Asha Penn State Chapter and Free the Slaves. MSEMVS works in the Varnasi and Badohi districts of Eastern Uttar Pradesh, where there is a prevalence of landless laborers who are mostly low castes. In such areas, due to the low family income, these laborers are forced in times of crisis to approach land owners or loom owners to ask for loans. In the schools that the MSEMVS have set up, 60% of children come from families that have taken such loans. Although the loans taken by the laborers are small, the exorbitant interest rates (5-10% a month) and the lack of valid records of repayment make debt bondage continuous. The form of debt bondage in this area, which is enforced through violence, meets all Free the Slaves criteria for slavery.  The children of the families in the debt bondage are forced to work along with their parents during daytime, leaving no time for education. 

MSEMVS has targeted 11 villages with high level of bonded laborers and has established schools in each one of the villages serving 50-75 children each, ages 6-10. The schools and teachers serving each village become the driving force for change in the area. They hold awareness camps; talk with local government members, doctors and teachers and place pressure on employers to allow children to go to school. For those employers who refuse the children to go to school, MSEMVS approaches local District Magistrate who may then send out labor inspectors and take legal action. 

Most children will attend the MSMVES schools for three years with the aim of reaching the 5th grade level and then, subsequently entering the state schools.  Most children are able to pass the official 5th grade examination. Out of the eleven schools, five schools are fully funded and six are financially struggling. Asha Penn State in conjunction with Free the Slaves has chosen to fund one of the six schools that needs support. At this school there are 50 children enrolled, of which more than 40 are from families involved in Brick-kiln production, carpet weaving, sari making and agriculture.  

OBJECTIVES
Short Term:

1. To remove 50 children from bonded labor in the village of Khadharawn-Phattupur 

2. To place these children into a fully functional school

3. To prepare these children for the 5th grade level official examination so they can enter the state schools 
4. Bring awareness to families in bonded labors regarding their exploitation by money lenders    

Long Term:
1. To eradicate bonded labor from the Badohi and Varnasi Districts (eleven villages) 

2. To provide proper funding for all eleven schools

3. To create gradual but profound change of the perception of debt bondage in these districts

EDUCATION:

1. Three teachers responsible for the education of the 50 children 

2. Subjects taught in the schools are in conjunction with the government curriculum for primary schools.  The curriculum is laid out below.

· Class 1: Hindi language, Math

· Class 2: Hindi language, Math

· Class 3: Math, Science and Environment

3. Lessons are taught not only traditionally, but also through the use of games and activities (group and individual.)  During school time, the teachers ensure the active participation of children and make learning fun and interesting 
4. The school operates on a 3-year plan that is outlined below.  

· Class 1: months 1-6

· Class 2: months 7-12

· Class 3: months 13-19

· Class 4: months 20-27

· Class 5: months 28-36
After the 5th class, students take an examination administered by the Government’s Education Department.  The students that pass will enter the formal school system.  

5. Teachers also emphasize the following areas:

· Awareness generating and advocacy on the local level

· Self-help groups

· Emotional and mental health measurement of children

· Legal aspects of slavery (bonded labor and child labor)

6. During the second and third years, vocational training will be offered to children on alternate days.

7. Aside from the curriculum, the teachers also train students in:

· Rights of the children

· Hygiene and cleanness

· Moral science

· Physical training, meditation, cultural activities

· Social education classes

RESOURCES PROVIDED/BUDGET:

[image: image1.emf]Particulars Unit Amount for 1 yr for 3 yrs

Equipment (One time costs)

Furnitures for schools 1x 5000 5000

Sports items 1x 2000 2000

First aid box,Charts, Puzzles, etc. 1x 3000 3000

Mats, etc. 1x 2000 2000

Black/White boards, etc 1x 2000 2000

Total: 14000

Salaries (Recurrent costs)

Teachers 3 x 1500.00 x 12 mos. 54,000 162,000

cleaner/cook 1 x 800.00 x12 mos. 9600 28800

Total: 63600 190800

Other running costs (Recurrent costs)

Educational materials  50 x 200 per year 10000 30000

Mid day meals 50 kids x 26 days x 5 Rs/meal x 12 mos. 78000 234000

Awareness, Networking and Advocacy 5000 X 12 mos. 60000 180000

Rental fee 800 x 12 mos. 9600 28800

Maintenance of School 200 x 12 mos. 2400 7200

Total: 160000 480000

Total expenditure: 237600 670800
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		Particulars		Unit		Amount for 1 yr		for 3 yrs

		Equipment (One time costs)

		Furnitures for schools		1x 5000		5000

		Sports items		1x 2000		2000

		First aid box,Charts, Puzzles, etc.		1x 3000		3000

		Mats, etc.		1x 2000		2000

		Black/White boards, etc		1x 2000		2000

		Total:				14000

		Salaries (Recurrent costs)

		Teachers		3 x 1500.00 x 12 mos.		54,000		162,000

		cleaner/cook		1 x 800.00 x12 mos.		9600		28800

		Total:				63600		190800

		Other running costs (Recurrent costs)

		Educational materials		50 x 200 per year		10000		30000

		Mid day meals		50 kids x 26 days x 5 Rs/meal x 12 mos.		78000		234000

		Awareness, Networking and Advocacy		5000 X 12 mos.		60000		180000

		Rental fee		800 x 12 mos.		9600		28800

		Maintenance of School		200 x 12 mos.		2400		7200

		Total:				160000		480000

		Total expenditure:				237600		670800
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