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Water, health & education for women & children in Thar
1. Grant Details
	1.1.
	Grant Period
	October 2008 – September 2009

	1.2.
	Name of Project
	Water, health & education of women & children in Thar

	1.3.
	List of communities where 

project is being carried out
	Six villages of Jodhpur district. The list of villages is being attached as annexure in Table 1.

	1.4.
	Target Group
	Women, children & other village community. 


2. Preamble 
Rajasthan is India’s geographically largest state, and is home to nearly 60 million people. This diverse population inhabits a land full of contrast, from the Eastern greenery to the hills of the South and the dry deserts of the North and West. The western part of the state, the Thar Desert, is one of the driest regions in the world. Wither nearly 23 million inhabiting the Desert, Thar is the most densely populated desert eco-system in the world. Impacted by severe droughts, the region is impoverished and backward.

Since a long period, the region is facing poverty caused by low socio-economic development & poor health status as a result of lack of health facilities & health care service providers. Scattered settlement called Dhani system is also responsible for inaccessibility of basic facilities. Asha for Education supported Water, health & education of women & children in Thar project was initiated in 6 drought pone villages of Osian block in Jodhpur district. 

GRAVIS is working in Thar Desert since 1983 for betterment of Desert communities having primarily focuses on healthcare, education and natural resource management. Over last 26 years, it has done commendable work in many villages in increasing drought mitigation activities & alternative primary health facilities. Activities comprises in project are dedicated towards betterment of women & children lives. 
In first year of project implementation we worked on construction of household taankas, capacity building of women, alternative primary health care to community & primary education to rural children through running of two schools. Rain plays a crucial role on life of Desert. In our project area the scanty rain was able to fill only 4-5 fits of taanka which will be sufficient for not more than three months. This will further enhanced the expenditure of family on procuring water from other sources. Consequently the taanka will be used as storage structure of water till coming rain. 
Storage of water facility affected the lives of women & young girls. Though family expenditure of family has been enhanced due to less rain but women will not be forced to carry water on heads because they have Taankas as storage facilities in their houses that can be filled on one/ two round of camel cart. Women gathered in 6 different groups and attended training sessions of capacity building & vocational skills. Some of them have shown their skills in different activities. Some women have participated in exposure visit to industrial towns Phalodi & Pokran. They also visited religious town Ramdeora. 
But before measuring the impact of one year implementation of project we can have a glimpse on pattern of life & livelihood of rural people. Like in every part of the world, it is monsoon which determines the pattern of life and livelihood in the rural areas of Thar. This year 2009 is a drought year as we received less than 50 mm rain in season, so the impact of activities cannot be seen directly on faces of community. Due to the less rainfall recorded in India this year, the government has declared the 2009 year as the drought year. Earlier, the prime minister undertook an aerial survey of drought-hit areas in Rajasthan. Later on Government of Rajasthan has declared 26 of its 33 districts as drought-hit. 
In India, July to October witnesses peak agricultural activity when the rural household, men, women and children are busy either in their own fields or as hired laborers. November – December is the main harvesting period. Following this, for six months there is absolutely no source of livelihood for the village folk and hence it also sees large scale migration to the cities. But in case of drought this year it could be rampant, not because of less water & grains for people but also due to inadequate fodder for animals. 
3. Objectives of Project

3.1. Initiate the process of community development in six villages of the Thar Desert.
3.2. Organize women through formation of Self help groups.
3.3. Ensure water security in project villages by construction of Taankas.
3.4. Improve health conditions of women and children through health education &     provision of health services.
3.5. Spread literacy among children with a special focus on girl children. 
4. Progress of activities
4.1 Water security
Access to water is a basic human need and foundation of all life. Scarce availability of water has strong social and economic effects on the poor. Some women have to spend about 6-7 hours on fetching water every day to ensure its minimum amount for domestic needs. In consequence, they are not able to spend this time for taking up a different economic or other activity. In order to provide rural people with water and thus help them improve quality of their life, a construction for harvesting water needs to be created. For example, a taanka is an individual or collectively owned structure to collect and store rainwater for drinking and household purposes. 
The technical input of taanka was provided by experienced engineer Mr. N. A. Ansari in taanka management training. The training was provided to beneficiaries & masons of taankas. He told about design & utility of taanka. The rain fall in Thar is very low (appr. 110 mm annual). To fill the taanka in rainy season the catchment of taanka should be technically sound. The 10’ x 10’ size taanka has 20,000 liters capacity. It is calculated that 330 sq m area is necessary for catchment & slope of catchment should be towards inlet with 2 to 3 % of slope. He also told about maintenance of taanka. It should be neat & clear and nobody has to allow animals & human beings on catchment. The owner of the taanka has to remove shrubs & plants from taanka periodically. The owner should insure that ANM (a govt. health employee) of the village has to drop potassium permanganate (K2MNO4; Red medicine) into taanka to kill the insects. This medicine has no cost at all govt. health centers. 
Another technical training was provided by Gram Sevak of Khabra Panchayat. He told about social aspect of taanka and various schemes running through panchayat. He also told about maintenance of taanka that how it could become long-lasting. Later on he discussed that a fully filled taanka by rain saves about 300-400 rupees per month for 4-6 months. That they can contribute in various expenditure of health & education of children. He also shared that how water-fetching-drudgery is responsible for drop out of children. How a taanka can contribute in coverage of primary education of girl child in remote village. At the ending of project all 9 taankas has been constructed in 6 villages. Due to drought year in 2009 all taankas were able to store 4-5 fit of rain water in it. The amount stored was sufficient to meet family’s usual requirements for 2-3 months. After that they are using structure as storage tank from camel cart/ tractors. The subsequent year will be able to judge the full capacity of taanka after good rain. But as a result of intervention beneficiaries of taankas started to send their young children to school. 
4.2 Women empowerment 
One way to fight the plight of women is formation of self-help groups (SHGs). These groups of 10 to 15 women living in close proximity to one another aim at empowering them socially, economically and politically. Group members create a common fund by contributing their small savings on a regular basis. After accumulating a reasonable amount of money, the group starts internal loaning to its members. There are also periodic meetings held, where social and household issues are discussed. Self-help groups create women’s awareness of their rights and finance, which instigates confidence and results in their empowerment.

6 SHGs have been formed in all 6 project villages. They all were trained in two capacity building workshops. In workshop, they were trained on need of SHGs, habit of saving, primary record writing of SHG register & running of a household enterprise. Also leadership quality was discussed with women through games. Situation of women in a family & her importance and contribution to family were discussed with those women. 
In order to enhance skills two vocational trainings were organized at Gagadi field center of GRAVIS. The objective of the first training being to teach the members of the Self Help Groups to make decorative household articles as key chains & dolls. 15 women from 3 SHGs have participated in one day training session. The participants were from the villages Minno ki Dhani, Cherai & Ekalkhori. The session spread over 2 parts comprised of making base of dolls & key chains and the decoration of these key chains & dolls with cloths, pearls, sequences, spark & stones. Through this training they will be able to use their skill during marriage & festival season for earning.
Second vocational training for women of SHGs was also organized at Gagadi center. 25 women from 3 different SHGs took participation in different training sessions of one day training. The participants were from the villages Khabra Khurda, Khabra Kala & Dabri and belong to different SHGs who already have taken training in project. Women participated in training learnt about manufacturing of local soap & detergent. These soaps & detergent has a good consumption in local market and haat. Every household needs soap & detergent for cleaning. But the cost of already established (branded) shop is high and inaccessible to rural inhabitants. The cost of locally developed shop is low and can be manufactured with little investment in a household. 
Women of village also particaited in celebration of Independence day held on 15th   August in Minno ki Dhani village. They addressed village community and shared their views reagrding establishment of new school in village & their hopes from villagers to support school. Women of SHGs also visited many places during exposure visit to towns Phalodi & Pokran. The exposure visit was started from project villages. First they visited Phalodi town 135 km far from villages. In town they saw Up-zilla chikitsalay (Sub-district hospital). They met Medical Officers of hospital.  In hospital they got information about various government schemes as Janni Suraksha Yojana (JSY), DOTS and entitlements under scheme. They also got information of immunization schedule of infants. 
After visiting hospital they went to see Kalron center of GRAVIS. In center they saw mini museum, training center & demonstration units of bio-fertilizer. Later on they went to meet Bismillah SHG in Jemla village. Bismilla self-help group consists of women belonging to a Muslim community. The group is two years old and has already opened a bank account. The members decided to open a self-help group because they thought it was a good form of gathering people and taking new initiatives. They wanted to introduce innovations in their lives, discuss and resolve community problems. During our conversation, the women have shown a good knowledge of self-help groups’ mechanism and possibilities. 

One of the biggest initiatives of this SHG was opening an informal nursery school for small children in the area. They opened it one year ago because the closest school was 9 km away from their habitation. A relative who passed 10th class became the teacher of the new school. Each student had to pay 10 rupees monthly and collected amount is spending to meet minor expenses of such school. Another benefit brought by Bismilla self-help group is provision of internal loaning. Women of this SHG got loan from Bank & purchased two sewing machines for income generation. On the way they saw Horticulture units in Bengti village. After that they visited holy palce of Ramdevra Temple & Ramsar pond. At the end of the day they saw the traditional work of Rajasthani tie-n-dye formally called as Bandhej. They meet artisan of this work in Pokran and learn the process of dying. The work is easy for women to start an hosuehold enterprise. And it has great market in urban as well as in rural haats. 

But along with visiting places, it was a great exposure to rural women belongs to diffrent locations & community to meet, sit, talk & share their feelings and knowledge to each other. 
4.3 Medical camps
Six medical camps have been organized in all 6 project villages. The medical camps were organized by GRAVIS Hospital, Tinwari (Jodhpur). Medical Team consisting two physicians & one village health worker social mobilizes in entire process. The camp follows a certain sequence which starts with stating the objective of the camp, which is followed with awareness on seasonal diseases, general diseases and other fatal diseases. The medical examination of the patients and distribution of medicines to them were the parts of camps. Keeping in mind the occurrence of Etching, ant allergic were kept by Team. 

Role of VDCs was crucial in organizing camps & mobilizing community. GRAVIS animators interacted with concern VDCs members facilitate them to plan out camps. During camps we found cases of Asthma, Fever, Cough and Cold, Etch & Gastritis, etc among patients. Women were talked for personal hygiene & nutritive support. Brochures on reproductive issues were distributed to them & they were also told about maternity benefits on institutional delivery at any government hospital. ANM (govt. nurse) facilitates us in immunization of pregnant women & children below one year. 
4.4
Primary education
Two primary level schools are running in villages Minno ki Dhani & Dabri. Earlier the school of Minno ki Dhani was running in a hut build by community, but after seeing the willingness & interest of community GRAVIS has initiate to build a school for children through various other resources and own contribution. As the area inhabited by mine labours who are working in sand stone quarries therefore school building is also honored to mine worker. We received major contribution of school building from MISEREOR under Mine Labour Welfare Project (MLWP) which are running in 4 districts of western Rajasthan by GRAVIS. The attendances of both of schools are 70 & 50 respectively in which 35-40 % are girls.  
4.5 Activities accomplished 
During the grant year we did all the activities which were approved in partnership proposal. The following table gives a pictorial progress of the various activities of the project completed in 1st year of project period.
	 
	Activity
	Units completed
	Oct 08
	Nov 08
	Dec 08
	Jan 09
	Feb 09
	Mar 09
	Apr 09
	May  09
	June  09
	July 09
	Aug 09
	Sept 09

	1
	Construction of Taanka
	9
	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	2
	Taanka Management Training
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Formation of SHGs
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Capacity building workshop of SHGs
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Vocational training of SHGs
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Medical camps
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Exposure visit
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Running of school
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


4.6 Pictures of project activities
Pic 1  Newly constructed primary school at Minno ki Dhani
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Pic 2 Celebration of indepence day in school of Minno ki Dhani
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Pic 3  Speech by women on the occasion of indepence day
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Pic 4  Capacity building workshop of SHGs 
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� 15th August is celebrated as Independence Day all around the India. In village Minno ki dhani children did cultural programmes in school. Women of village also presented their speech about school & glorious occasion. 
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