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Teachers and children 

The three months’ term from January to mid-April  passed quickly with  the 

regular classes and a number of additional activities. One special period was 

allocated for the whole school to do reading after lunch every day  and this 

gave a chance to know the books better  and enjoy reading books of their own 

choice. 

 Karthik Pinto who has been in the school since last September has succeeded 

in getting a scholarship  to do an MA in Education at Azim Premji University 

which will start in June of this year. We will be sorry to see him go as he greatly 

contributed to the school in the time he was here but we wish him the very 

best as he takes his interest in teaching forward. In addition we have had the 

support of a young volunteer , Shanthi Joseph who has come frequently over 

the last three years to do drama and art activities  will be leaving in July  to 

continue her studies and we will miss her contribution.  

Four children appeared for the 7th standard exam and will now be joining the 

local High School to continue their studies.  Four children have passed the 10th 

Standard Karnataka State exam. Four children are continuing their studies in 



the 9th standard including Shruthi who now stays in a nearby hostel for girls 

and attends a school in the neighbourhood.  

Abhilash has appeared for one more exam in NIOS but awaits the results. To 

complete the course he needs to do two more subjects and we are exploring 

possibilities where he could do these. 

 

 

 

In March, one of the children was first admitted to Kidwai MemoriaL Institue of   
Oncology   and then to the Indira Gandhi  Institute of Child Health Hospital. 
Manoj was first suspected of having leukaemia on account of a condition of 
severe anaemia but at present investigations are on to diagnose the symptoms 
of Pancytopenia where there is a reduction of all the blood cells  We have been 
fortunate to have contact with doctors through Runners High who have kept 
us informed about  diagnosis and treatment.  

 

The children continue to 

explore  different possibilities in  

Origami and paper work 



 

 

Some special events  

In January 60 runners from the organization Runners High joined the school 

children on a run in the neighbourhood of the school early on a Saturday 

morning. There was a 7 km and 10 km route and most of the children and all 

the teachers participated. Many of the runners spent time in the school after 

the event and one volunteer has been coming to teach singing which has been 

much appreciated.  

Part of a term’s project on Colour  

organized by Imo Sahi which the 

younger children were engaged in. Here 

they are sorting objects from the garden 

into colours. 

 

 



 

In February we enjoyed the visit of Thulir teachers who are preparing to open a 

new school in Sittalingi in Dharmapuri District in Tamilnadu.  The teachers 

stayed for two days and there was a  constructive time of sharing between the 

teachers from the two schools as there were many questions to discuss and 

ideas to exchange. The children also benefited as the teachers gave new ideas 

in origami and particularly in making paper jewellery. 

In March the older children went for a visit to the Planetarium as a conclusion 

to a study they had been doing over some weeks on the planetary system. Also 

a group of children from the Poorna Learning Centre came and interacted with 

the Sita School Children for a full day. The children particularly enjoyed sharing 

the Free Choice activities and  

 

 

Sumukha and one of the Poorna 

children presenting their models. 

 

 

Children with Runners High 

doing a 10km run 

 

 



In March we had another visit of MA students from the London Institute of 

Education. Five teachers spent part of the afternoon for two weeks doing a 

number of activities with vertical aged  groups of children. The activities 

included a more rigorous training in cricket, tie and dye craft  and robotics. The 

extra energy this encounter brought   was  a positive input as school drew to a 

close at the end of the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practicing skills for playing 

cricket 

Children wearing 

their new tie and dye 

T-shirts which they 

dyed themselves. 

 

Children working with 

simple robotics 



The school term  ended on April  with a small function to thank Smt Saroj 

Padmanabhan for her Hindi classes over the last three years. In addition to 

some songs and dances the children did a Kannada version of Pandora’s Box 

and a small English drama telling the story of Nasruddin and the sweet seller.   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four children accompanied by Karthik Pinto went for  a one week  Summer 

Camp at the Spastics Society. The children very much enjoyed the opportunity 

to interact with a larger group  of children of mixed ages and abilities. Activities 

included drama, clay work and the challenge of trekking with children who had  

physical disabilities.  

Future plans 

There was much discussion about the future of the school and whether to 

think more of an out-of-school learning centre with a library and resources for 

children to work with which would have a wider outreach to include other 

Practicing for the drama of Pandora’s Box 

 



children   instead of a more regular school. Following discussion with friends of 

the school, the teachers and the parents of the children it has been decided to 

continue the school through this coming academic year and prepare children 

for transfer to other schools in such a way that we can continue to support 

them . In addition we will be exploring the possibilities of a learning resource 

centre for the future.  
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Collage using cut up colour wheels as part of 

the project on colour 

Working on a construction as 

part of a free choice activity 


