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This has been a particularly busy month as the school year concludes and 

in addition to completing various  pending projects and tasks we did also 

venture into some new activities.  

Teachers, volunteers and traineesTeachers, volunteers and traineesTeachers, volunteers and traineesTeachers, volunteers and trainees    

Ghousia, a former student, has been working as a teacher trainee from 

the beginning of March. She has completed her tenth standard exam. and her 

studies in spoken English and computer skills  in a community college  She is 

now helping catalogue the school library on the computer. She is keen to follow 

a teacher training course and we are trying to follow up what would be her best 

option. 

Santhosh and Preeti  continue to come faithfully. Santhosh has written up 

a report on his work with the children in the computer class and this was 

published in Teacher Plus (http://www.teacherplus.org/2011/april-2011/computer-as-a-

creative-resource). This write-up has  also been  put up on the web site of the 

Centre for Language, Literacy and  Communication in Phaltan, Maharashtra. 

Ramya a software engineer from Bangalore, who has family connections 

with Asha,  has visited us twice and has been helpful in improving our Hindi 

teaching. 

Gautam Dayal did some special classes during this month for the 7th 

standard children in algebra which the children greatly benefited from.  

Nirmala, a part time teacher will be leaving us from June  as she works as 

an Anganwadi teacher  in the nearby village and from this year the Government 

has extended the working day  so she will not be free to come on a regular 

basis. She has been connected with the school for fourteen years and has done 



a variety of projects in needlework and craft with the children and we will miss 

her creative inputs. 

 

Diary writingDiary writingDiary writingDiary writing    

Over the last two years every week concludes on Friday afternoons with 

everyone sharing some part of their diary. The smallest children show a picture 

and sometimes they tell about it themselves or Rebecca acts as scribe and 

reads the child’s description in his or her own words. In the last session the 

children were asked to share a particularly happy experience over the last year 

and there was a wide variety of writings. One child wrote about how glad he 

was to have returned to school after having dropped out for eight months, 

another told how happy she was to talk at length to one of the doctors. Some 

children wrote about things they had learnt over the year including spinning 

with a chakra, using the computer and gardening in raised beds. Others wrote 

about new games they had learnt and the experience of the mini marathon. 

The children wrote up their magazine entries and a display was made on 

the walls for parents and friends to see. These will be put together in a 

magazine to read together. 

 



      

Practical mathPractical mathPractical mathPractical math    

In the last month several interesting new activities were done. The older 

children continued work on tessellations and did a series of designs 

collaboratively using irregular shapes.  

The younger children have been doing work on reflection and symmetry 

using natural materials and also crayon and paint. Their final exercise was to 

make proportionate human figures. By dividing a paper into seven equal parts 

and the children measured the body with the hand span and saw its relation to 

the whole body and that approximately for example the hand span relates to 

the size of the head.  The whole body measures just over seven spans of the 

hand.  

The children then worked on a piece of paper and made seven equal 

parts by first folding it to make eight parts and then removing one section. 

Figures were roughly drawn on the folded paper and then torn out. The children 

then played with the figures to create different poses and by making a number 

of figures made symmetrical designs. Some were less symmetrical than others 

but the process was important and children were mostly engrossed in the 

activity which was both fun and demanding.  

 



    

AssessmentAssessmentAssessmentAssessment    

Twice a year we do a more detailed assessment of the children’s learning. 

In language for example each child is given a series of tasks to assess their 

speaking, listening, writing and reading skills.  This is done primarily for 

forward planning and to help us be attentive to where any child needs particular 

help or to be aware of any gaps. This is also shared with the children. 

In science and social studies Kamala has worked intensively on revision of 

the work done over the year on food and in addition to more conventional 

testing the children did a number of oral presentations of things that they had 

learnt. Two groups worked on skits and these were recorded and shared with 

the other classes. 

Four children completed their seventh standard exam based on the 

prescribed Government syllabus successfully which will enable them to continue 

their studies.  

Medical check upMedical check upMedical check upMedical check up    

Through Santhosh Padmanabhan and the Runners’ High group we were 

very fortunate in having an elaborate health check up for all the teachers and 

children. One doctor, Aditi Krishnamurthy came on a preliminary visit and then 

returned with two other doctors and three lab. technicians.  Together they were 

able to compile detailed reports including blood grouping and hemoglobin 

tests. In addition there were eye, ear, nose and throat tests done. 



      

There was a follow up and it was found that a number of children were 

anemic despite the efforts to provide a nutritious diet in school. These children 

have been given supplements and the treatment will continue over the holiday. 

No serious ailments were detected but some children have been referred to 

hospital for further investigations.This has been a very significant step and we 

do plan to keep closer health records of all the children. 

    

Dr Aditi Krishnamurthy also spoke to the older girls about health and 

hygiene and gave them the opportunity to ask questions. This input was also an 

important step and we hope to continue such discussions in the future with 

both the boys and girls. 

The Singing ParrotThe Singing ParrotThe Singing ParrotThe Singing Parrot    

This drama was based on the Jataka story and tells of the surprising 

friendship between a brave and faithful parrot and a sandalwood tree. When a 



forest fire begins the birds, animals and insects flee the raging flames until only 

the parrot remains. The animals urge the parrot to fly away and the tree tells 

her that trees have no means to move but that she as a bird must fly away and 

save herself. The parrot then flies to a nearby pond where she dips her wings in 

the cool water and then returns to the tree to sprinkle water on the burning 

trees. The animals begin to mock the foolishness of the parrot but the parrot 

undeterred goes back and forth in her efforts to quench the fire. Then from 

above the clouds gather and look down to see what is happening. They too at 

first laugh at the feeble parrot’s folly but as they watch her constancy and 

persistence they begin to weep with joy at such faithfulness and so the rain 

comes. The forest fire is put out and the animals return to the forest. 

The dance drama involved everyone from the youngest child to the oldest 

teacher. Three of the old pupils also took part. It was quite a challenge to 

include everyone and to ensure that everyone had a part but it was a rich 

experience for us all to work together to try and do something well. 

The drama has been filmed and when it has been edited will be shared. 

      

     



      

 

Films and presentationsFilms and presentationsFilms and presentationsFilms and presentations    

    Santhosh shared through  a slide show a most interesting report on  

traditional  ways of sourcing and using water in the arid region of Jaisalmer  in 

Rajasthan.  It exposed the children to quite different ways of living, working 

and sharing. The children were almost incredulous at the idea of sharing 

collectively the produce of common land! 

This month the older children saw two films. One was the Iranian film 

called ‘Children of Heaven’ which tells the story of how a brother and sister 

struggle to support each other when the little girl’s shoes are accidently lost. 

The other film was ‘Rabbit Proof Fence’ which is set in Australia in the 1940s 

and tells the true and remarkable story of three children of mixed race - part 

Aboriginal and part European. In keeping with a racist law they were forcibly 

removed from their families and institutionalized but they escape and make a 

heroic journey back home. Both films are very inspiring and raised many 

questions for the children.  

Sharing resourcesSharing resourcesSharing resourcesSharing resources    

Sarojini and Jane have spent time this month selecting and translating 

children’s creative writing done in the school over a number of years. These will 

be included in a resource book for teachers called Reading and Writing for 

Meaning which will be first published in English and then hopefully in Kannada. 

Two very different examples are included in the appendix for those interested. 



 

VisitsVisitsVisitsVisits    

At the end of February fifteen children went to see a performance of a 

drama based on the Persian Sufi poet, Farid ud-Din Attar’s  text ‘The 

Conference of the Birds’.  It was done in Kannada by an alternative school called 

Vikasana in South Bangalore. It was a wonderful exposure to a play done very 

well but using minimum props. 

In March Shefali Kastur from Pune, who has recently started an alternative  

school, came and visited for a few days and spent time with the teachers  who 

shared about different methods of teaching  and ways of learning. 

  Parents of the children, friends and some teachers from other schools 

came to see a small exhibition that was organized at the same time as the 

drama. The exhibition was made to show children’s work done over the last 

three months. The exhibition included art and craft work such as decorative 

paper work, crocheted articles, embroidery and stitching. The children’s 

writings and books were also exhibited. A collaborative story done by the 

youngest children was also on display.  

It was decided to do this again in September particularly for the parents 

of the children. We do not write reports for the children as a number of the 

parents are not literate but it was felt that it is good to inform the parents 

about the children’s development and to create opportunities for them to see 

not just performances but their work books and handwork. 

A group of ten English teachers and Belgian teacher trainees also visited 

the school.   

 

 



Forward planningForward planningForward planningForward planning 

Five children will be leaving this term and we are already planning what 

their next steps will be. Three of them will be going on to continue their studies 

in the High School.  Dharmaraj is likely to be doing an apprenticeship in 

woodwork and craft. One student will be continuing her studies in an English 

medium school. 

Twelve of the children will be joining a summer camp in May for six days. 

This is organized by  the Spastics Society and Ananya Learning centre. 

We will be doing some repairs in the room where the books and 

computers are kept as this is urgently required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX GIVING APPENDIX GIVING APPENDIX GIVING APPENDIX GIVING EXAMPLES OF CHILDREN’S CREATIVE WRITINGEXAMPLES OF CHILDREN’S CREATIVE WRITINGEXAMPLES OF CHILDREN’S CREATIVE WRITINGEXAMPLES OF CHILDREN’S CREATIVE WRITING    

    

Both the examples given below were originally written in Kannada. 

    

A boy of thirteen wrote as though in the voice of Gandhi’s statue which is 

set in the middle Bangalore City near the cricket stadium.  

I am a stone statue. When I was alive people called me Mahatma. I 

was carved out of stone. Some people bow their heads in respect when 

they pass but some people don’t even look at me. 

When I was alive I made many non-violent protests. At that time everyone 

was together, I wanted peace everywhere and I valued above all truth. But 

now I am in Bangalore and I see violence and riots, blood is spilt, bombs 

are exploded and all these things are happening. I fought for 

Independence and that is why this stone was carved so that people would 

remember me. But when I see all this injustice around me I wonder why 

you have put me here. 

People are not together any more. They are divided by this caste 

and that caste. In politics also there is fighting. Courts are there but only 

those who give money get favoured. Money is the life of this world.  

There is no peace and no truth. Everywhere there is injustice and 

corruption. 

My friends and I fought against the British with Satyagraha and the 

Dandi Salt March to get Independence. But now people want freedom with 

bombs. At that time we had the Quit India Movement and we tried to 

send the foreigners out of the country but now the politicians are calling 

these people back… 



If I were born again I would oppose these things…If I were Gandhi 

again and could be a teacher I would say forget this caste and be 

together because then our country would have peace. 

 

A twelve year old girl wrote this in the first person when asked to 

write as an object or person in the night.   

I am a watchman…I am a watchman…I am a watchman…I am a watchman…    

    

    I am a factory watchman. I stand like a dog at the gate and look at 

everything closely. What shall I say about myself? ….I’ll tell you and you listen. 

The whole night I have to wait. Nobody is with me. I’m like a ghost. If robbers 

should come god only knows what would happen. If something gets lost then it 

is my salary that is reduced. 

In the night men come for work.  I only must write at what time they come and 

what time they go. Sometimes a lorry comes to bring things for the factory. I 

have to write and count what things come and how many there are. If I make a 

mistake because I am sleepy God help me. 

If I go to sleep and the owner comes he scolds me and frightens me.  He says 

“Do I give you a salary for nothing. I will deduct something from your salary if 

you do this again. And if you do it again then you will have to leave the job.” 

I feel sleepy so what can I do? How much can I sleep in the day time? If I sleep in 

the daytime my wife scolds me and tells me to do some work. In the night the 

owner scolds me. This is my work. If I don’t have this work how can I look after 

my wife and children? 

I’m fed up with this work. I want to leave but what can I do? Nobody should 

have to live like this! 

I’ve told you about my work. Now you also go and be a watchman and then you 

will know whether I am saying what is true. 

I don’t want to fall asleep but somehow I fall asleep and snore. At this time if 

someone comes without making a noise they will go inside. Sometimes I write 

the names of people who didn’t come for work and that person will get more 

money but in the office they sold me. Sometimes people come late but if I don’t 



write that they came at the correct time they will scold me because they will get 

less salary. The office tells me that I will lose my job but I beg them to let me 

stay – “Don’t do that to me swami. I have to look after my family. 

Sometimes I’m lucky when I’m sleeping nobody comes and there will be no 

disturbance for my sleep. This is my story. 

 

     

 

    

 

    

    


