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Foreword: I wished to visit the Pneuma Trust and its function.
I reached the Pneuma Trust-Madurai about 11 am. To tell about Madurai, it is called as ‘Temple City because of the famous Meenackshi Temple there. It is also the international tourist place. I introduced myself and Ms.Paulin and his father P.Arockiasamy heartily welcomed me. While I’m entering into the Trust the children around me and asked many questions and I answered them. I was surprised that the children having much energy. Since it was Sunday the kids are busy with their activities, some children washing their cloths, cutting hairs, combing small kids’ hair by elders, helping in kitchen activities. The think is, I found the elder children helping small kids for their activities, like washing cloths, one boy cutting hair for small kid. I asked Ms.Paulin regarding this, she replied that, the cost for cutting hair is around Rs: 40/- per child its cost is high so only, initially she used to do these activities, now the boys are voluntarily doing thinks. In between she also is doing, the boys added.
Then she and I went to the office room, there I saw some shields and medals and she told about the achievements in cultural activities and speech of their children. They are teaching the children about environmental protection, by giving a tender coconut to me. So that usage of plastics can be avoided, she added.
There were about 32 children while I went there the remaining 2 children went their native to visit their parents in native. She gave the copies of annual report-2008-2009, Auditors report and FCRA Reg no approval letter. She showed the files of individual child. That files having the details of their family, the child and achievements. The reports are all in a good manner.
Among 34 children, 21 children’s parents are affected by HIV/AIDS. But the children are not affected; in remaining, some of their parents are sexual workers, she told and also the children’s parents are having no time to take care of their children. The age of the children is between 06-19 years. The children are going to nearby Govt. Schools. The building of the Trust is belongs to Mr. P.Arockiasamy (father-actually it is a marriage hall, she told). The children are getting good things like Yoga, Meditation, cultural training, speech etc. Also I saw a small steel shelf having full of books for those children, on holidays and free times the children are given books to read. One Television is also there, to tell about the place, it is somehow good. The spacious first floor accommodates all the children in a comfortable manner to conduct cultural programs. The drainage around the building is the worst think. I had asked some questions to the children. They all were very active and replied energetically and enthusiastically. She usually conducts small kinds of cultural programs weekly. Also the kids are getting training from Mr.Shanmuga Raja (Cinema actor). She showed the article on this Trust in the Tamil weekly magazine “Puthia Thalaimurai” published on January 14, 2010. In that article, brief introduction of the Trust, how she got interest in doing these activities, how the children are doing the activities and their aims. I read one boys aim, it is quiet different he told that he is going to join “The National School of Drama-Delhi” the others’ aims are Doctor, Engineer, Military, scientist, President. Also some of the well wishers are helping them like offering rice, kitchen things, etc., she added. The various programs like environmental awareness program, sexual awareness program, guidance and counseling to women and others, yoga and cultural etc as in the annual report, she shared.
The children are asked to take plates for lunch at 12.30pm. Mr. P.Arockiasamy started serving the foods to the children with the help of some boys. I had lunch there it with the children. The quality of food is good. After lunch I had discussed with children. I made some artists in paper in front of them, they all got interest and started making owns by asking doubts on it. Some of the kids asked for career guidance. I’m interested in speaking with them. They purchased land for this home for children. But the construction works not yet started, she told. I don’t know how the 3 hours passed with them. I believe Ms Paulin and Mr.P.Arockiasamy are standing behind the children’s’ smiles.
