ANNUAL REPORT OF SAMARTH SCHOOL FOR THE EDUCATIONAL YEAR 2011-12 UNDER THE PROJECT OF SPECIFIC INTERVENTION FOR FACILITATING DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITY.

Organised By: G.D.O.H.W.A.


Sponsored By: Asha Stanford

Dear Aurvindji,

“Greetings from myself and from GDOHWA’s family”. The Samarth School under the project proposal on Specific Intervention for facilitating development of children with disability is running in a smooth way since last four years. The project was started on 1st August 2008 and running upto now. Though we have faced many problems in the initial years relating to financial crisis still we have taken several steps for the education, vocational training and other awareness programmes of these disabled children. In the first year we have fighted much with the parents, with the public as well as with the burocrates. In the second year both parents and public have realized to some extent but fighting with the burocrates was still in continuing. In the 3rd year we could able to counsel both the parents and the public in a better way and the teachers and the private schools have started to integrate the children with special needs in the name of inclusive education. In this year there was a competition among the private schools to enroll these children with special needs & to make several provisions for the interest of these children in the result of which Sri Maa Sri Aurovindo Integral School got the best District Level Integrated School Award. In the 4th year we have engaged ourself in the policy level. However the staffs of Ganjam District Orthopaedically Handicapped Welfare Association have handling the situation very nicely and worked very sincerely in the inaccessible area of disability. 

Like the previous years we have conducted the orientation programme for the parents of our children by which the parents have realised themselves about the need of the education for their children. Now the situation is like that by hook or crock they will send their children for schooling. Of course, finance is the main obstacle in their way.  As per their advice we have trained some local villagers whose voice contributed a lot for these children in their area. And we find a lot of support from them. Now they are associated with us and advocating with the Govt. for creating accessibility in the schools, creating enabling environment, acting as a pressure group for ensuring admission of MR, CP, Autism and Multiple disabled children in the so called normal schools. We have also conducted the training programme for the staff where we have given so many tips for how to tackle the follow up activities regarding sensitization of burocrates and school authorities about giving admission and creating Inclusive Atmosphere in the general schools. 
Within last four years our children have participated in the 6th International Abilympics & in the 7th National Abilympics. Including them our teachers who are persons with disabilities have also participated in both the programmes. One student Y. Laxmi has got one Gold Medal in Computer Speed & Accuracy competition & one Silver Medal in Embroidery Competition in 1st National Abilympics. Another student Sunita Raula have got two gold medals, one silver medal & one bronze medal in the 4th National Para Olympics. Three students of our school have felicitated by the District Administration for their remarkable achievements & out standing contribution for the state in the National Level. One leading private school namely Sri Maa Sri Aurovindo Integral School got the best District Level Integrated School Award by the District Administration. In this way this project has helped us in a number of ways to take several steps.
One girl namely Miss Babita Pradhan have awarded the Bronze Medal by the Hon’ble Governor of Odisha in the 1st National Child Rights Assembly & received a sum of Rs. 3000/- as cash prize.
Previously M.R., C.P., & children with special needs having severe disability were not allowed to get admission in the general schools. But we have interacted with the Govt. Officials very tactfully & could able to bring a circular from the Education Department of Govt. of Orissa that all kinds of children with disability are eligible to get admission in the normal schools. The Govt. has also declared that at any time of the educational year even after the completion of the normal admission date these disabled children can take admission in all the so called normal/general schools. But the so called general schools are refusing to give admission to these disabled children for which we are fighting with the Govt. very carefully & at last we have became successful to get admission of our children in the general school and we hope this became an example for proper integration in near future in all parts of our society. 

The next greatest achievement of our continues effort is that the Govt. has passed the resolution that if  the disabled children of our state will go for Higher Education or Technical Training including Medical and Engineering will be exempted from admission fees, tution fees and other related fees. Several disabled children of Orissa are getting benefit by this announcement. 

This year two disabled girls have passed +2 Science Examinations, one student has passed +2 Arts Examination, one is completed his Diploma from Polytechnic & four students have passed HSC Examination. One student is continuing in final year Diploma, four students are continuing in +3, three students in +2 final year, one is continuing in ITI & one is continuing in +2 2nd year Science. 
Inspite of our continues efforts we couldn’t able to get 100% success in our attempt. This year two girls namely Y. Laxmi & Sarojini Sethy have appeared in the Medical Stream of Odisha Joint Entrance Examination (OJEE), but due to the negative attitude of the concerned authorities & wrong policy decision of our Govt. the disability quota in Medical Stream couldn’t be filled up for the year 2012. Against this illegal decision we have filled a case in the court of State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities but it’s a matter of regret that the Judiciary is also not accessible for Persons with Disabilities. After this we have filled a case in the Hon’ble court of Odisha High Court & now the case is sub-judicious. And we hope we will certainly win the case. If the court will not give favourable order for this year then it will surely affect the next year Entrance Examination by which a number of disabled persons will be benefited in getting Medical Entrance through OJEE. In case of all kinds of failures we will file a mis case in the higher bench & at last we will go to the Supreme Court of India. For all these works we need another one year.
We have observed Independence Day and Republic Day on 15th August 2011 and 26th January 2012. By seeing the pace of our school activities District Administration is inviting the Secretary of the school to attended District Level Preparatory Meetings of Independence Day and Republic day since last four years. The District Administration has also conducted competitions on patriotic song and drawing and distributed prizes in the district level function. No doubt this is a very great success to the staff as well as to the organizers. We have also celebrated Ganesh Puja and Saraswati Puja with great enthusiasm.
We have celebrated New Year Day, Children’s Day & Teacher’s Day in a simple but in a memorable way. We have observed Diwali in a grand manner. In Holly & Rakhi Purnima we have gone to the District Collector & Superintendent of Police- Ganjam, Additional Superintendent of Police- Ganjam, Reserve Inspector of Police & celebrated this programme in a sacred manner. By Photos one can realize how the District Collector & the S.P. have come down from his sit and tied Rakhis by the Legs of a Handless girl. Last year Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of Police have tied Rakhis like this. This proves how the higher authorities & administrative officers have sensitized & we are working hard in bringing changes among different levels in different parts of our society. Then our children have gone to one Orphanage and Jail & tied Rakhis to the inmates. By this we are trying to give lessons to our children about the integrity, peace, purity, brotherhoodness & a sense of humanity and pity in the hearts of our children in a practical manner.
On 3rd December 2011 we have observed the International Day for the Disabled totally in a different manner. For the 1st time in the history of our district all the organizations working for the disabled have come together and celebrated the day under the leardership of SAMARTH. In Chatrapur two parallel functions have organised one by the District Administration & the other by the NGOs like ours. But you will surprise by listening that the guests presented in our function were more then the Govt. function. It was one of the important discussion every where on that day. The remaining organizations and the movements working for the disabled have invited the General Secretary of our association as the Chief Guest/ Guest of Honour & invited SAMARTH children to present the opening song in their function. Perhaps this is one of the important achievement of our continues effort which we have enjoyed in the 4th year programme. 
On 15th August 2011 & 26th January 2012 the District Administration have invited the SAMARTH children to present the opening song and to perform the cultural activities in the District Level Govt. Function which says how SAMARTH has popularized in the District Administration, Schools, NGOs & the movements working for the disability & above all among the civil society members. 

On 9th July 2012 the 13th Foundation Day of SAMARTH School has observed in the school premise in a memorable way. In this function many leading personalities like Managing Director Gopalpur Port, Public Relation Officer- IRE Ltd. District Social Welfare Officer, President Chatrapur Bar Council & one of the known social worker have attended as the Guests.

The District Administration in very much impressed about the teaching methods of our school. On 6th July 2011 we have discussed with the District Collector Ganjam regarding the methods of teaching, the intention of running SAMARTH, the vocational Trainings we are providing to the students, the results of our students in several examinations & the overall achievement of SAMARTH. After 45 minutes discussion the Collector was very much impressed & has instructed the District Officials of Sarva Sikhya Abhiyan to follow the method & accordingly the District Project Coordinator-SSA have called a two days workshop to prepare the IEC materials in which the Secretary of our Association along with other staff & leading personalities have attended the workshop. Now it will be circulated to all the BRTs & IE Volunteers of Sarva Sikhya Abhiyan. The District Project Coordinator Sarva Sikhya Abhiyan has arranged a District Level Workshop from 21st February to 28th February 2012 for the BRTs of Ganjam District who are all looking after the education of the children with special needs in the Block Level in which two days was spent for this purpose & the Secretary of the Association K. Ananda has attended & trained the BRTs as per the tune of the SAMARTH system. This says about the popularity of our school & the importance and the utility of our educational methods / procedures of giving teaching. 
After the District Level success the DPC SSA has discussed with the State Project Director of Odisha Primary Education Project Authority (OPEPA) & as per his request we have arranged a State Level Workshop for the District Project Coordinators of Sarva Sikhya Abhiyan about UNCRPD on dated 13th July 2012 in which we have discussed about SAMARTH & the methods of teaching of SAMARTH. By this we have propagated our policy in the State Level. 
After this the State Govt. was very much impressed & arranged a State Level Workshop through the Women & Child Development Department for the Additional District Social Welfare Officiers on dated 15th May 2012 who are all looking after the Disability in the District Level. There also we have elaborately discussed about the need of the residential school & the methods of education & vocational training we have to provide for the children with special needs. There also our method of teaching was impressed by all the ADSWOs.
Apart from all this we have also conducted some social activities to give proper teaching to our beneficiaries so that they can became a good and responsible citizen in their near future like observation of National Environment Awareness Programme, Health Camps and excursion programme to different places etc.

 We have conducted a mega plantation programme in one Govt. Primary School & organized a competition among the school children and distributed prizes to the successful students. In this occasion we have started a rally & conducted a public meeting for the same. By this we want to achieve many things like:

1. Our children have got an opportunity to meet with other children. 

2. By participating in debate competition the children have enhanced their knowledge about environment & plantation.
3. By receiving prizes they have encouraged themselves and others for plantation in near future.

4. We have extended our hand of cooperation to the Govt. and Govt. Schools.

5. Through rally & public meeting the inviting guests & the public became aware about the activities, interest, ability, capability & the contribution of the disabled children towards the society by which a message is going to the society that disabled children are not a burden in the society rather they are the responsible contributing persons if they will be provided scope & platform to prove their caliberity.

We have organized two health camps in which many doctors have treated our students along with their parents and the persons of the locality from where our children have come from and distributed the medicines as per their requirement. 

By taking them in excursion trip the children are getting chance to move some tourist places like Temples, Sea Beach, Lake & historical places by which they are refreshing their mind & enhancing their knowledge about the historical places and geographical areas. 
On the eve of the celebration of different days we are inviting several senior officers and trying to wash out their mind regarding the concept of disability and trying to sensitize them how they can contribute much for the greater interest of these disabled children.

By listening the achievements of our school as well as association the Hon’ble Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha) of Berhampur Constituency has visited our institution in a surprise mode & found the activities of the institution as satisfactory. He has discussed with the staff members and the students separately & was pleased with the progress of the institution. 

Sir, already four educational years has passed away. Within this period of last four years, we could able to achieve many things as per the requirement of the children with disabilities with your kind support. The other activities conducted during last 4 years have elaborated   in our “Activity Profile”. They can be listed out as per below:

1. The children are receiving suitable education along with several kinds of vocational training. 

2. They are getting proper nutritional food. 

3. Three children have felicitated by the District Administration. 

4. They are receiving proper health care from the institution.
5. The District Collector Ganjam has invited & discussed with us about the methods of teaching in SAMARTH.

6. We have helped the District Administration in preparing the IEC Materials os Sarva Sikhya Abhiyan for the education of children with special needs. 

7. The Sarva Sikhya Abhiyan of Ganjam District has arranged the BRT workshop to train them about the inclusive education of children with special needs through our SAMARTH school.
8. We have propagated our message through the State Level Workshop of District Project Coordinators of Sarva Sikhya Abhiyan.

9. We have also propagated our message through the State Level Workshop of Additional District Social Welfare Officers.
10. The Govt. has passed the Circular to give admission for all kinds of children with disability in the general schools which is applicable in all the schools of our state.  

11. The Govt. has also passed the circular for exempting the admission fees, tution fees and other related fees for the disabled children who will go for higher education and other technical courses including Medical and Engineering.

12. The severe disabled children who are unable to go to the normal schools independently will be provided the escort allowance of Rs. 3000/- per year.

13. The Govt. has also decided to provide 30 minutes extra time to those disabled children who are using scribes or whose percentage of disability is 60 or more than that.

14. Recently Govt. is going to provide the helpers in the primary schools for the service of the severely affected disabled children.

15. By realizing the need of the disabled children the Govt. has appointed two additional Block Resource Teachers in each Block & one IE Volunteer for each two Gram Panchayats since last one year for the education of the children with special needs. Now the Govt. is thinking to appoint one IE Volunteer for each Gram Panchayat.

16. Above all the Govt. has decided to give financial assistance to all the unaided special schools of our state & accordingly inspected & verified the credibility & performance of 108 special schools of Odisha and recommended for 41 schools for funding in which the name of our school is included. Of course it will take another 8 months to 10 months for funding as per the Govt. procedure. This proves how far we have succeded in sensitizing the Govt. to create a proper & suitable environment to the education of the children with special needs.
17. The District Administration has realized the need of education for these  children & sanctioned Mid- day- Meal to our school which proves that the administration, the burocrates, the parents, the public mass have getting sensitized. And we are sure we will reach in our goal of sensitizing the whole public in near future.

18. The Govt. has allotted a stall to sell the finished products of our vocational training centre.

19. The 3rd batch of our school has passed the HSC Examination and all of them have passed with good percentage of marks.

20. The 1st batch of our school has passed the +2 Examination and all of them have passed with good percentage of marks.

21. Our students are reading in all the schools & colleges including engineering & polytechnic schools. 

22. Our children got chance to participate in the National Level Competitions and received awards in that function. Apart from this they are also getting good exposure in the several occasions. 
23. One Private School named Srimaa Sri Aurobindo Integral Education Centre got Best Inclusive School for integrating the children with disabilities.
24. In all the Govt. programmes the SAMARTH students are inviting to perform their activities like opening song, cultural activities etc.

We are sure in the coming years we could able to do many more things for the welfare of these disabled children. And you will find a remarkable change will happen not only in the local scenario but also in the lives of our beneficiaries, their parents as well as the other disabled people of this locality.

Now with this letter we are submitting the student’s profile, copy of the account book, month wise & item wise expenditure, the activities we have performed during the last four years, photographs of all kinds of activities & the U.C. from the C.A. 

 We are eagerly waiting for any kind of suggestion/advise/complain/remark for the greater success of this programme.

Thanking you 

With best regards
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K. Ananda

General Secretary

G.D.O.H.W.A.

