8 July – 21 Sept. 2008 – Narayanji’s log

8 jul 08

going from Barendwa to Tonk kurd—ND KB to do prachar of sant vani in schools. As soon as we entered the Govt Model School of Tonk Kurd, the teachers thought we had come to enroll our children.  After sitting for a while, we asked the headmaster for a letter of permission to sing Kabir bhajans in the school.  He replied that the school is being cleaned and we are taking care of admissions.  So please come back after 15 July.  We went home (thinking the situation would be the same in other schools).

19 jul 08

We went again to GMS tonk kurd.  The teacher recognized us and asked Kaluram if we had come for the same purpose as before.  We replied, yes, for the permission letter for Kabir bhajans.  They gave us the letter.  “You will have a 30 minute program on Saturday.”  

Then we went to Chaubaradhira village, and there too we made the same request about Kabir bhajans.  The teachers asked us, “Why do want to do Kabir bhajans and santi-vani in schools?  And who will give your busfare?   How will this help the children [bacchon ko kya faida dega).

We said that this will give rise to/encourage a proper feeling of children towards gurus, sants, and parents.  Hearing this, they gave us the permission letter and offered us a 30-minute program on Saturday.  

Now we had permission letters from two schools.  

21 jul 08

We went from Barendwa to Tonk Kala and got permission letters from both Tonk kala and Tonk kurd (?)

22 jul 08

We went from Barendwa to Bhairmakhedi village and Nandela village and also got permission letters from them.

23 jul 08

We went again to Tonk kurd and got a permission letter.  (3 different schools? get names)  By this time we had gotten 11 permission letters.  They said we could come on Saturdays for Kabir bhajans.  

30 jul 08

We went from Barendwa to Dewas and had a meeting with Arvind and Anu.  We discussed the budget so far and went on to new work to be done—getting a banner and pamphlet, and a camera.

31 jul

We met the proprietor of the shop where the banner and pamphlet would be made.  He said they would be done by 1st Aug. but actually gave it on 2nd.  The cost was Rs 1430.

3 aug

Kaluram and I went to Dewas to meet Prof. Linda Hess.  She said, how are you going to proceed?  We said we will be able to do everything.  

7 aug

I went from Barendwa to Dewas.  Why?  Kaluram had promised to meet there at 3:00 [to select bhajans for the pamphlet], but then he called me from Gothada village to say that he had another Kabir program and wouldn’t be able to come.  We would have to meet the next day.

8 aug

The next morning at 8:00, Kaluram called to say that he was going to Bhopal.  Narayanji came from Amona to Dewas and selected 24 bhajans for printing, then returned to Barendwa.  

9 aug

I went from Barendwa to Bhairamkhedi village.  Shri Kaluram Bamaniya’s mandali from Kaneriya went to sing sant vani and bhajans.  A girl from that village, Puja Malviya, offered the welcome and began the singing.  With Ishwar Malviya, she sang a song about Lord Krishna.  Then Kaluram’s mandali sang these bhajans:

1.  Guru gam ka sagar

2.  Ghana din so liyo re

3.  Govinda gayo nahin

4.  Zara halke gadi hanko

5.  Latko chhod de re

6.  Man mast hua phir kya bole

Then I, Narayanji, sang bhajans.  What were they?

1.  Sare akshar padti ja

2.  Chhoti chhoti baton par vichar karo

3.  Aram hai aram

[Note from LH.  These aren’t bhajans but songs to encourage children to study and work hard for their education.]

Prof. Linda sang one bhajan.  What was it?  

Ekla mat chhod jo banjara re

The girls of the school also sang one bhajan.  What was it?  I don’t know.  Then Anu-didi who had come from Dewas said something about women’s rights.  There shouldn’t be any difference in the way boys and girls are treated.  In this program there were about 50 boys and girls and six adults.  It went from 2 to 5:30 p.m. after which we all went home.  

11 aug

I went from Barendwa to Dewas to take care of the publication of the bhajans, then rested at Amona and went to Kaluram’s village, Kanheriya.

12 aug

I went from Amona to Dewas.  Why?  Kaluram and I had to look at the proofs of the bhajans.  After that I went home, and Kaluram went to the bus stand to go to Kanheria.  

19 aug

Went from Barendwa to Dewas to get the published bhajans.  The work was not well done so we didn’t take it, but left instructions to correct it and went home.

20 aug

Went from Barendwa to Dewas and spent the night at Amona.

21 aug

Went from Amona to Dewas.  Picked up the pamphlet.  Kaluram and I bought a camera.

22 aug

Went from Khatamba to Dewas and from Dewas to Barendwa.  

23 aug

Went from Barendwa to Nandel village for a program of Kabir bhajans, which had been fixed a week earlier.   When we arrived there were no children in the school.  Why?  Because they were doing “urjani” to Lord Indra to make the rain fall.  On that day no one in the village lit a stove.  That’s why the children weren’t in school.  The children were called from the village.  About 50 children and 50 adults came.  They asked the mandali to spend the night and sing bhajans all night.  [This didn’t happen ?]  The program was very good.  Afterward they urged us over and over to come again.  The mandali agreed to come again.  The members of the mandali were Shri Kaluram, Naranyanji, Devnarayan, Santosh-bhai, Sajan-bhai, and one bhai whose name I’ve forgotten.  The program ended at about 5:00.  

23 aug

Went from Barendwa to Tonk Kala to make contact for Kabir bhajans at the hostel.  Kaluram and I had had a few meetings with the teacher at the hostel.  We learned from the worker (chaprasi) that the program had been fixed for 30 August.  Kaluram told Devnarayan by phone to come to Tonk Kala with his violin on 30 Aug.  Then we went to the school in Bhairamkhedi.  We gave about 40 copies of the pamphlet to Sir (the teacher) and went home, I to Barendwa and Kaluram to Kanheria.  

In Tonk Kala the teachers liked it very much.  One person gave riddles and questions to the children.  The children were humming along.  Dinesh Patel [of Eklavya] spoke to them.  Do you know when Kabir was born?  Do you know what his work was?  After he gave them some information about this, the discussion ended.

30 aug

Went from Barendwa to Tonk Kala with the whole mandali.  The program was at the Subhdayak Kalyan Kendra hostel and middle school.  About 40 children, one male teacher and three female teachers were there.  We started about 3:00 and ended about 4:30.  Shri Kaluram sang 4-5 bhajans and Shri Narayanji sang 3.  The other artists were Devnarayan, Santosh, and Gurucharan.  The program was excellent.  Dinesh Patel and Vijay Tinu-bhai [?] also came along.  

1 sep

Went from Barendwa to Dewas to meet Anu-didi at the Eklavya office, but she wasn’t there.  She had gone to Bhopal.  We worked on the accounts.  Arvind-bhai gave Rs 2500 for Kaluram’s stipend from his own funds.  Later we’ll return the money.  

6 sep

Went from Barendwa to Chaubaradhira village school, with the whole mandali of six members--Kaluram, Narayanji, Santosh, Sajan, Devidas, Santosh[?].  Because of rain, there were fewer children than usual.  Still there were about 100.  We had only sung two bhajans when the rain started again, so we had to stop.  I decided that we would do this program again later.  The bhajans we sang were, “Guru gam ka sagar tumko kot kot bandhan” and “Govinda gaya nahin tu ne, kkya kamayo re bavara.”  The program was set up in an open field.  In this ___ there are middle, high school, and higher secondary school—about 500 girls and boys.  That’s why they set it up outside, because they couldn’t seat so many children in a hall.  

7 sep

Went from Chaubaradhira to Barendwa.

8 sep

Went from Barendwa to Dewas and gave Anu-didi the accounts and gave the salaries for August.  Arvind-bhai discussed with me how to improve the report I was writing.  He said I should write fully about the bhajans that were sung and the discussion that took place.  We also talked with Tinu about the bhajans and sakhis.  

20 sep

Went from Barendwa to Dewas to get the booklets, then from Dewas to Tonkkurd.  There was a Kabir bhajan program at Kasturba Gandhi Awasi(?) Girls School.  In the mandali were Kaluramji, Santosh-bhai, Sajjan-bhai, Gurucharan-bhai, and Devnarayan-bhai.  Manju-bahan and friends were there to introduce and help with the program.  Others ladies were also there, and about 100 children.  We began with sakhis:

Guru govind donon khade, aur kinke lagu pay

 Balihari gurudev ki, govind diyo batay.

Sat dip nau khand men, guru se bada nahin koy

Karta to kachhu kar na sake, guru kare so hoy

Then a bhajan: “Guru gam ka sagar”

Sakhi:  

Dhire dhire re mana, dhire sab kuchh hoy

mali sinche so ghara, ritu ave phal hoy

2nd bhajan:  “Zara halke gadi hanko”

sakhi:

satguru ya sansar ko, samjhaya sau bar

punch pakde bhed ki, utarna chahe par

3rd bhajan:  “Govindo gayo nahin”

sakhi:  

hindu kahun to men nahin, musalman bhi nay

panch tatva ka putla, khelun dono may

(he’s got this one wrong)

4th bhajan:  “Inka bhed bata mere avadhu”

5th bhajan:  “Gyan ki jadiya”  

Sakhi:

ram nam ki lut hai, aur lut sake so lut

ant samay pachhatayaga, pran jayaga chhut

6th bhajan:  “Ri ne [guruji ne?] aisi rel banayi, jame baith lo re bhai”

This was our last bhajan.  The program ended at about 6:30.

Names of 8 ladies or girls listed:  Kajal, Karuna, Nirmala, Rachna, Saroj, Rachna, Sapna, Arti.

21 sep

We went from Barendwa to Pingaleshwar village because there was a Kabir chauka arati there.  Mahant Manohardas of Jamgod Gaushala village was doing the chauka.  I haven’t been to a chalava arati for about a year.  I was thinking: has any change happened over the last ten years?  Today there were even more mahants present—from Rehatiya and Dhandhera and Shri Rajdas from my village Barendwa with his bhajan mandali.  After the chauka arati, I sang 6 or 7 bhajans, including “berag kathe hai bhai sab jag vande bharam ke mahi.”  In the morning there was talk:  Narayanji, you shouldn’t have sung that bhajan.  I said:  Why shouldn’t I sing it?  It’s Kabir’s bhajan, isn’t it?

They (He?) said that this bhajan must have been made up by someone else.  I said—what’s wrong with this bhajan?  Just tell me.  They said that this is a “man mukh” bhajan.  I said “Yadi lumbi bat karte to aur bat badhti.”  (Is this a proverb?  Does it mean—if you keep harping on this, we’ll just get into more arguments?)  It was mealtime, so we stopped discussing and went to eat.  From there I went to Ujjain and then to the office in Dewas.  

-----------------------------------

Kabir – schools - Aug 31 trans

31 Aug. 2008 – Sh. M. (?) school, Tonk Kala

The “Sab sune sab gune” program at the school began with guru vandana.  Before that, to introduce it Shri Kaluram said that we are doing this program in different schools to help the children develop their minds and to bring change in their ways of thinking.  We want to increase the children’s respect for their parents and teachers, so we are making this effort to bring the words of the sants to them.  The sants have praised the greatness of the guru, even saying the guru is greater than God, because he/she leads us out of darkness into light.

Before the guru vandana, we did the sakhi, “Pahale kin ko sumiran … kin ka lije nam.”  Then we sang “Guru gam ka sagar …”   Kaluram explained it: “We request our guru, please tell us this, tell us that.  Whatever we need to know, we ask the guru.  Otherwise, we just keep wandering aimlessly.”

After that bhajan we did the sakhi, “Ab pachhatava kya kare jab chidiya chug gayi khet,” and the bhajan “Ghana din so liyo re, ab to jag musafir jag.”  

Then Dinesh Patel started talking with the children.  

Dinesh:  How many of you know who Kabir was?  Was he a human or a god?

Children:  He was a human.

Dinesh:  When did  he live?  Does anyone know?

The children were all looking around.  The teacher was also staring.

Dinesh:  Kabir lived 600 years ago.  He was a human being like us.  Kabir believed that whatever exists is right here before us.  What we don’t see we can only imagine.  Kabir said: Ask questions.  Keep asking till you get the answers.  If you don’t get answers, then protest against the system.  We should ask questions.  From our mother and father, from our teachers.  Only then will we understand things.

[Interesting contrast between what Kaluram said about Kabir’s message re parents & teachers & what Dinesh says.  Do Narayanji & Kaluram feel a contradiction there?  Does Dinesh?]

After this conversation, Narayanji sang the sakhi “Ram nam ki lut hai…” and the bhajan “Sakal hans me ram viraje.”  After this he asked:  (in Malwi – am I getting it right?)

“Jami riyo ke ni jami riyo?  Ha – ni jami riyo to apan band kar da.”

“Did you like that or not?  If you didn’t like it, we’ll stop.”

The children and teachers said “Yes!” with great enthusiasm.  After this little exchange we did the next bhajan:

Kyo bhuligi tharo des

Narayanji explained the meaning: Kabirdasji says, why do you exchange living things for things that have no life?  You tear off leaves and offer them to a stone god.  Every leaf is alive.  Kabirji says we break open the coconut and eat it ourselves, offering the shell to God.  We shouldn’t kill any living thing.  

After this bhajan, we gave the children the booklet of bhajans and promised that when we come next time, we would teach them.  Meanwhile they should study them.  Then we concluded the program.

About 60 students and 5 teachers were present

mandali 5 + 3

sh. (?) high school, Chobara Dhira, 6 sept 2008

The program was in the courtyard.  Clouds were gathering—it was about to rain.  In the midst of this a teacher and the mandali members were setting up the stage.  The children, both boys and girls, looked very excited.  We arranged the seating, thinking about the rain.  There was no place in the school where 150 children could sit comfortably sheltered from the rain.  We seated the girls on the left side of the mandali under a tree and the boys in front.  The program began at the appointed time.  

Kaluram gave an introduction:  We are doing this program in your school so that you can learn about Kabirdas.  You’ll be hearing the words of the sants.  The sants show us a path for living a good life.  Learning this, we can be successful in our lives (or our lives can be fruitful).  The guru has an important place in life.  The guru alone can show us the way to make our life successful, free of obstacles.  So at the beginning we do our guru vandana.  

Sakhi:  Sat dip naukhand me, guru se bada nahin koi/  Karta to kuchh kar na sake, guru kare so hoi.  

Meaning—without the guru’s showing the way, we can’t do anything, but if he shows us, everything becomes easy.

[This message is the opposite of what Eklavya has been trying to instill, about how Kabir teaches us to be scientific, to find out for ourselves, to experiment, etc!]

Then came “Guru gam ka sagar…”

Kabirdasji says that the guru is an ocean of wisdom, and he will get the little boat of our life across the ocean.  When I was lost in this world, only you were able to show me the right path for my life.

[It’s interesting that Kaluram spouts these conventional, conservative messages when singing bhajans in public, but when conversing with many of us, he has much more radical views.  How should we understand this?]

When Kaluram was giving the introduction, the group of teachers, who had been sitting at a distance and constantly scolding the children, began smiling and moved closer.  One was tapping his foot, another was humming along.  The children were getting restless because rain had started to fall.  Everyone was looking at the tree where the girls were sitting, because it gave shelter from the rain.  Before we started the next bhajan, the teachers gave permission for everyone to go stand under the tree.  

Before starting the next bhajan, Narayanji said that since it has started to rain and all the children were getting wet, we would sing only one more.  Next time we would do a longer program.  The teachers agreed on this, and the children looked like they’d won the lottery.   But we could see disappointment on the faces of some children.  

Sakhi:  Lali mere lal ki. . .

Bhajan:  Inka bhed bata mere avadhu. . . .

Nearly all the children hummed along with the bhajan and were enjoying themselves, but as soon as it ended they all started leaving.  The school teachers asked us to give them the book, and they would give it to the children.  Before some of the bhajans Narayanji had ….   [?]  Thus the program ended.

About 100 children, 7 teachers, mandali 6 + 1

Sh{?] Balika Chhatravas, Tonk Khurd, 20 sept 2008

A program of sakhis and songs had been set for the girls’ hostel at Tonk Khurd.  95 students from first to eighth class live and study in this hostel.  Perhaps some of the musicians had gotten the wrong information about the time, and they were coming from quite far.  So the program started one hour late.  Meanwhile one of the teachers asked the singers who were there to sing.  The girls were seated in the courtyard.  Some did homework with one of the teachers.  They were waiting eagerly for the program to begin.  Nearly all the girls were whispering to each other, again and again looking hopefully toward the road where our mandali members were arriving.  

At the beginning of the program Narayanji asked the girls:  How are you today?  The girls looked around excitedly, and gradually some of them said “Fine.”  To open, Kaluram ji said, “There is truth in the words of Kabir and the sants.  In one bhajan he says that we should drive this cart, which is our human form, slowly and gently, because if we drive too fast we could crash.  We’ll begin our program with guru vandana, because the guru’s place is supreme in this world.  He shows us the way to live.  The guru, the wise one, is not just a guy with a long beard.  The guru is one who shows us the path of life.”

Sakhi:  Guru gobind dou khade. . . .

The guru is an ocean of knowledge, and we are ignorant.  We can only move forward with the help of the guru.  He/she teaches us to read and write, gives us knowledge.

Bhajan;  guru gam ka sagar . . . .   

Why is the guru an ocean of knowledge (gyan)?  One line says:  The ignorant (agyani) person takes refuge in the guru.  Do you understand?  I’m singing in Malwi.  In another bhajan Kabirdasji says the guru doesn’t want to lead us on the sort of path where there is mud or thorns, where we’ll have difficulties.  He says:

sakhi:  dhire dhire re mana . . .

It means that if your pour pots and pots of water on a tree, no matter how many you pour, the fruit will come only at the time when it’s supposed to come.  You’ve all seen a mango tree, haven’t you?  When does the fruit come?  The fruit doesn’t come just because you pour water.

Bhajan: zara dhire dhire gadi hanko . . .

Have you seen a “kat ki ghodi” which four men pick up and carry off? Yes, the children said, smiling.

When we finished that bhajan the teachers said, brother, please sing some new bhajan, maybe in Nimadi, or if you know a Mira bhajan please sing that.

Sakhi:  Sadguru sansar ko samajhaya . . .  jo chahe par.

Kaluram explained the meaning of the sakhi.  The sants have explained this many times to people.  If you think you can cross a river by catching hold of the tail of some big animal, like a crocodile, you won’t get across.  You’ll drown.  So your boat won’t get across if you’re holding on to this sansar/ world.

Bhajan:  Govind gayo nahin tu ne, kya kamayo bavaro  . . .

In the middle we (he?) commented:  if you  steal a … or give a needle [?] thinking I’ll get across, will it work?  The children said no.  Two stanzas later he asked=-can a boat made of stone float?  After the next stanza—Kabirdasji says you won’t get anywhere by doing rituals.  You have to do something to your mind. Hindu or Muslim,  . . . [?]

After that song the teachers and students came and sat closer.  One of them said that Kabirdasji was a staunch opponent of pious show, superstition, and idol-worship.  Now sir, please sing another bhajan.

Sakhi:  E ji Hindu . . .

Bhajan:  Inka bhed bata mere avadhu

This bhajan says that all living beings are equal.   An elephant is not more important than an ant.  It’s not the case that the elephant is big and the ant is small.  That living spirit is the same in everyone.  We asked the children a question:  If you can see one kilometer with one eye, how many will you see with two eyes.  Some children said 2 km, some said 1.  All the children and teachers started smiling.  Everyone was involved in the songs.  After every song, the students and teachers applauded and showed their enthusiasm for the mandali.  

Before beginning the next bhajan, Kaluramji said to the kids—today’s doctors do an examination, then give you the medicine you need for your illness.  Kabirdasji was just like that.  He understood what healing roots are needed for each illness.  So he gives us the right cure.  Our studies go on all year, and exams come once a year.  It we only start studying at the last minute, will we pass?  

Sakhi:  sakhi akhi gyan ki, samjha man mahi/ bin sakhi sansar ka jhagda chhutat nahi.

Bhajan:  Gyan ki jadiya. . . . 

After this came a bhajan of Jivadasji.

Hari ne aisi rel banai . . . . 

At the end of the bhajan he/we said that in this bhajan the sant has spoken of the body as a railway.  Just as in the railway there are 3 types of carriages, so childhood is like an AC ticket, youth is a second class (or 2-tier), and in old age we just get a general (unreserved) ticket.  

We concluded the program with a sakhi—ram nam ki lut hai, sakal raha bharpur, jo jane te tikat hai, anajane te dur.

Bhajan:  Mira zahar ko pyala pi gai, ram nam dor pakad bhav par utar gai re.

We gave the children the bhajan booklets and asked which of the children could sing.  We would write down their names and next time would get them to sing.  All the children hesitated, so the teachers gave some children’s names to Narayanji.

About 70 children, 5 teachers

Mandali 6+2.  

Sab sune sab gune

1 Nov 2008, 12-1:00

sh.b.m. school, Tonk Khurd

About 40 children

At the beginning Shri Narayanji sang the bhajan “aram hai haram,” then asked the children if they knew any dohas of Kabir.

A:  No.

N:  Are there any lessons on Kabir in the 6th 7th, or 8th Hindi books?

A:  No.  

N:  Then you haven’t opened the books and looked at them.  Do any of you know any national songs or Kabir bhajans?

A:  One child said, I don’t know any Kabir, but I know a national song.  

N:  Sing it for us.

He started singing bravely, “O baccho tumhen dikahun jhanki Hindustan ki.”  His name was Suraj, in 6th.  There were other children who could sing too.  Sandeep, Vijay, Abras, Ashik.

We started bhajans and sakhis.  Shri Kaluramji said, without a guru no one can progress.  He is the one who shows the way.

(6 sakhis are typed in.  Then they did guru gam ka sagar.  3 more sakhis are typed in.)

Kaluramji said that Kabir always did the work of waking up those who are asleep.  The next bhajan said “Ghana din so liyo re, ab to jag musafir jag.”

Kaluramji sang the next bhajan: Inka bhed bata mere avadhu

Narayanji asked, “Children, do you like this program?”  The children said they liked it.  “Then should every school have programs of Kabir bhajans or the words of the sants?”  The children said there should be such programs in every single school.  We can all learn to sing this type of bhajan.

The program ended at 1:00 and we went on to another school.

SARASWATI SHISHU MANDIR HIGH SCHOOL, Tonk Khurd

There were about 200 girls and 6 teachers, 6 other listeners, and 4 from the village.  Narayanji said: You must all know something about Kabir and the sants.  Through a Kabir sakhi, he conveyed that no one is separate.

Sakhi:  sab aya ek hi ghat se aur utare ek hi ghat.  Bich men tati bharam ki, jase dikhe barah bat.

People have created all their different religions, and divided themselves up accordingly.  My friends, we are all one.  

The guru is the one who shows the path of the pathless.  He shows confused people the way, said Kaluramji.

Sakhi:  sat dip nau khand me…..

Bhajan:  guru gam ka sagar ….

Bhajan:  inka bhed bata….

Sakhi:  ek hi sadhe sab sadhe..

dhire dhire re mana

Shri Kaluram said that Kabir and the sants have spoken of the body as a cart, saying we should drive it carefully so it won’t crash.

Bhajan:  zara halke gadi…..

The next bhajan was Mirabai’s “zahr ko pyalo.”  We finished with that and gave all the children the bhajan booklet.  Narayanji asked how they liked the program, and they replied that they liked it very much.  They applauded and said every school should have a program ike this.  All the children recited “om shanti om,” and we ended about 2:00.

6 NOV 08, 

1:30, Sh.U.M. School, Chaubara Dhira village.  (gives names of teachers, phone numbers).  

About 150 children of classes 6,7,8,9,10,11.  First we asked – the program that was held in your school before, how did you like it.  They said that because of the rain, they couldn’t enjoy it properly, so this second one was necessary.

SHri Kaluramji spoke about the guru: the guru is the one who shows the true path, not just someone who has matted hair or wears yellow clothes.  

I also expressed my ideas to the children.  Who was the first to give education to women?  These were high school girls.  No one could say.  I said, the first was Jyotirao ji Phule, who educated his wife Shrimati Savitri bai Phule –when Savitribai had this idea, why not teach me and the girls (?) – they started studying at home, and she had to suffer a lot for it.

I stopped talking then and asked everyone if Kabir bhajan programs should take place in the schools.  All the boys and girls said that it was important.  We concluded at 2:30.

7 NOV. 08.  SAMUDAYAK KALYAN KENDRA HOSTEL MIDDLE SCHOOL, TONK KALA.

About 40 children, 3 “madams” (lady teachers), 3 (male) teachers.  We taught only one bhajan and listened to the children and discussed.  Kaluram asked – we gave you the bhajan booklet.   Raise your hand if you learned any bhajan from it.  Of all the children 7 raised their hands.  1st Mahipal, 2nd Sanjay Gujarati, 3rd Sanjay, 4th Vijay Hiralal, 5th Sagar of 8th class, 6th Rahul, 7th Kamal son of Narayansingh, 8th class.  The rest were all in 7th.  Mahipal sang a bhajan: Ghana din so liyo re and Guru gam ka sagar. Sanjay Gujarati sang zara halke gadi hanko.  Sanjay sang a film song, Tere dard se dil.  Vijay Hiralal also sang zaara halka gadi.  The fifth sang guru gam ka sagar.  Another sang the entire bhajan Payoji maine ramratan dhan payo.  Rahul son of Babulal sang inka bed.  Kamal son of Narayansingh sang the bhajan “Jo boya wahi payaga.”  At the end Sanjay Gujarati sang a few Kabir dohas:

(2 typed out)

The children urged us, please come again and again to teach us bhajans.  And they said, Dada, please sing one.  So I sang a bhajan, Aram hai haram, Bharat ke nau jawanoazadi ke divano bharat ke kone kone me pahuncha do pegam.  

With this all the children applauded and we ended at 2:30.

8 Nov. 08, 

Bhairmakhedi school, teaching bhajans from 12 to 2.  About 55 boys and 10 girls came to sing.  

Urmila, whose father is Shankar Lal, sang a bhajan, “Inka bhed bata mere avadhu.”  

Neha, whose father is Vikram Singh, sang “Mira zaha ko pyalo.”

Dipika, father Mukesh Chandra, sang “Zara halke gadi hanko.”

Radhika, father Chintaman, sang “Guru gam ka sagar.”

Shivani, father Maheshchandra, sang Kabir dohas.

Manju, father Dharamsingh, sang “Govindo gayo nahin.”

Jugal Kishor, father Mahesh, sand “Aram hai haram.”

Nikita, father Subhashchandra, sang “Kyo bhuligi tharo desh.”

Thus the boys and girls each sang a bhajan.  Shri Kaluram sang sakhis like “Kankar patthar chunk e . . . kya bahara hai khuday” and “If saying ‘sugar sugar’ made your mouth sweet, then no one would need to eat sugar . . . “

This bhajan-teaching program ended at 2:00  The teacher was Ms Liladharji Dethaliya.

10 Nov 08

Nadel sh.m. High school, Shri Kaluram and I, Narayanji, went to teach bhajans to the 9th class.  None of the girls had any knowledge of any kind of bhajan, and the same was true of the boys.  They all said, “bring the mandali and sing for us.”  Hearing this, we left Nadel and went to Tonk Khurd.

10 Nov. 08.  Kanya Tonk khurd, 3-4:00.  

Of the 75 girls in grades 6,7,8 and 9, only three girls showed interest in bhajans: Surbi, Ritu and Rina.  SUrbi sang “Mira zahar ko pyalo pi gai.”  Rina sang, “Zara halke gadi hanko.”  Ritu sang, “Ghana din so liyo re.”  

Of the 100 girls in 10th class, only Puja Jat sang “Zara halke gadi hanko.”

In 11th class, no one sang any thing.

In 12th class, 4-5 girls showed a little interest.  They only sang one bhajan—

“Inka bhed bata mere avadhu”

All the girls said we should come again with the mandali and sing again, because hearing it one time was not enough to learn the tune.  Therefore, they said, you must come and sing again.  

In one day we went to two schools, first Ndel, then the Tonk Khurd girls hostel (?) to hear and sing bhajans.  Then Shri Kaluram and I, Narayanji, went to our own homes.

12 Nov. 08

M.P. govt low castes and backward classes Kalyan Kamla Nehru girls hostel, Tonk khurd, district Dewas.  The program:  to hear the girls sing bhajans and to sing for them.  There were 21 girls.  On Wed. because of the market in Tonk khurd, they get released a little early.  So the program began before 4:00 … (bhajan sune kon-kon ne gaya??)

1.  Kamla Malviya, grade 12, Kalukhedi village, sang her bhajan in front of everyone:  “Gavindo gayo nahi”

2.  Rina Bamaniya, grade 11, Phatanpur, in front of everyone sang “guru gam ka sagar.”

3.  Kala Chauhan, grade 11, Banasari village, sang “Chet re nar chet re.”  And that 5 girls sang in a group, including the 3 who had already sung plus these two:

4.  Kavita Chauhan, grade 11, Budasa village.  

5.  Nima Siroliya, grade 12, Ranayar village (?), sang “Zara halke gadi hanko”

The group sang the bhajan “Kar do dur prabhu mere man me andhera hai.”  Another girl participated in this bhajan:  Rajamunni, grade 12, Kamlapur village.  It wasn’t very good because they didn’t remember the tune correctly.  Shri Kaluram sang the tunes of all the bhajans.  The program ended at 5:30 and we went home.

18 Nov 08

In Bhairmakhedi school, the program was to sing and listen to Kabir bhajans.  The first bhajan was sung by Ishwar and Savan:  “Ghana din so liyo re.”  Jugal Kishor sang the second bhajan, “Mira zahar ko pyalo pi gai.”  Santosh and Jitendra sang third, (again) “Mira zahar ko pyalo pi gai.”  Kumari Nikita sang fourth, “Sare akshar padhti ja, age age bhadti ja.”  Fifth, Sachit Kumar sang “Aram hai haram bharat ken au javano.”  Urmila sang the sixth, “Inka bhed bata…”  Savan sang the seventh, “Tu zinda hai …”  Eighth, they sang the bhajan “Parseva par upkar.”  3 girls sang together “Guru gam ka sagar.”  Tenth, Radhika sang “Zara halke gadi hanko.”  Eleventh, Nikita sang again, “Kyo bhuligi tharo desh.”  12th, Neha sang :Govindo gayo nahi.”  13th, Dipika and Mukesh sang “Prabhu man ko shanty de.”  14th, Megha and friends sang “Mira….”  15th Asha and Savitra (?), who had dropped out of school, also sang, “Sanvare se milne ka satsang ka bahana.”  16th Kaluramji sang “Sab ghat me ramji bole re, mandir men kai dhundhti phire mhari heli.”  17th Narayanji sang “Mira ka prem divani ho mero dard na jane koy.”  18th Asha and Savitra sang “Mhara bal govinda ji aur bhi vatan rahe khushhal.”  Then Kaluram got them to sing “Amar kare soi pai.”

This program went from 2 to 4:00.  There were about 60-70 boys and girls and 10-15 people from the village.  

DECEMBER 2008

12 Dec. 08

Utkrisht Vidyalaya, Tonk Khurd village, dist. Dewas, MP

Kabir bhajan and vichar manch – Sab gune sab sune program took place from 2:00 with about 150 students from 9th to 12th class.  In the teaching part of the program, only one student, Amritlal, stood up to sing a Kabir bhajan, and after that it turned out he wasn’t ready to sing.  Narayanji presented a bhajan, “A cow made of metal doesn’t give milk.  Make a cow out of any metal, even gold or silver, but it won’t give milk.”  Then it was Kaluramji Bamaniya’s turn.  He sang “Ghan din so liyo re.”  There was some discussion of the meaning of waking up.  Someone is sleeping covered with a quilt.  That person needs to be waked up.  Anyone who won’t work hard, who won’t study, Kabir is talking about them in this bhajan.  

Then the question came up:  Dada Naraayanji, please sing that bhajan “Aram hai haram.”  Seeing that all the children were enthusiastic, he sang that bhajan.  Then when it was Kaluramji Bamaniya’s turn, the children asked him to sing the bhajan “Govindo gayo nahi,” so he sang it.  Still the children weren’t satisfied and they asked us to sing “Zara halke gadi hanko,” so we did.  They still wanted us to sing more, but we had to conclude the program at 3:00.  From this we realized that they weren’t making any effort to learn bhajans.

12 Dec 08

Balak Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Tonk khurd, 12-1:00.  About 50 children.  4 were ready to sing bhajans—Suraj, Santosh, Chintu, and Bharat Dulichand.  Suraj sang “halke gadi.”  Santosh sang “Guru gam ka sagar.”  Chintu sang, “Jogi man ni rangaya rangaya kapda,”  Bharat sang “Krishna ka yashomati mayya se bole nanda lala.”  Kaluramji Bamaniya sang “Chet re…” and “Halke gadi.”  In between another boy sang “Guru gam ka sagar.”  And at the children’s request, I also sang “Aram hai haram.”  Another one the children wanted was “Git ga rahe aj ham ragani ko dhundhte hue.”  Here the children want us to sing Kabir bhajans and other songs, and the teachers also want it, and we also felt eager to do it.

15 Dec. 08

Kabir bhajan aur vichar manch – Sab sune sab gune = school in Bheramkhedi village.  About 70-80 boys and girls participated along with 3 teachers, 2-4:00.  Kumari Megha sang “mira zahar ko pyalo….”  Then Dipak and Subhash sang, “Guru gam ka sagar…”  The Nikita and Subhash sang “Kyo bhuligi tharo desh…”  Urmila, whose father is Shankarlal, sang “Inka bhed….”  Manju, whose father is Dharamsingh, sang “Govindo gayo nahi.”  Then Savna sang “Kai  dhundti phire mhari heli.  Then Neha sang, “Duniya hai matlab ki garji.”  [Is this a bhajan?  A film song?]  Dipika and Nikita both sang, “Hari charano dhyan lagana.”  Then Savan sang “Ghana din so liyo re.”  At the end the children said, “Dada, now you sing.”  So I sang “Piya ki suritiya dekh magan bhai.”  We had brough Mahant Rajudasji with us, so he also sang a bhajan, the one about “Swagatam,” and another one, “Sarad punam ki rat sayabji ajo pavana.”  It was a very, very good program.  All the people, children and teachers, were extremely happy.  Here they have such good boys and girls and teachers, who take such a great interest in singing and music—perhaps there’s no other place like this.  I hope that everywhere we might find such children so that our programs can go forward.

18 Dec 08

At Kamla Nehru scheduled caste girls hostel, established by the MP govt dept for the welfare of oppressed castes and backward classes, Tonk Khurd, dist. Dewas.  Sab gune sab sune, 4-5:00.

Before the program we talked about Kabir.  Do you have a wish to learn Kabir bhajans?  All the girls said yes, we want to learn.  

The first bhajan was presented by Kumari Kamla Malviya’s group.  Kavita Chauhan, Kala Chauhan, Rekha Solanki, Nima Saroliya sang “Guru gam sagar” and “Govindo gayo nahi.”  

There were about 20 girls.  Group 2—Rina Moriya, along with Urmila Chauhan, Dipa Bamaniya, Gayatri Slanki, Puja Parmar sang “Zara halke gadi hanko” and “Ghana din so liyo re.”

After a little discussion we concluded the program at 5:00.

18 Dec. 08

The program Sab gune sab sune in Kasturba Gandhi school.  About 50 girls, and 3 groups.  

Group no. 1: Kajal Nadaliya along with Arti Gunavidya, Sapna Yadav, Rachna Badodiya, Puja Yadav.  They sang 2 bhajans: “Guru gam ka sagar” and “zara halke gadi.”

Group no. 2: Rachna Malviya along with Sarita Polaya, Saroj Parmar, Nirmala Bamaniya, Sapna Saroliya.  They sang 2 bhajans:  “Mira zahar ko pyalo” and “Inka bhed.”  

Group no 3:  Karuna Saroliya along with Rachna Malviya, Rekha Chauhan, Ravina Chauhan, Neha Chauhan.  They sang “Zara halke gadi” and “Ghan din so liyo.”  

After this group finished, Maya Amalavadiya and Sapna Parmar sang solo.  The first bhajan was “Jagrat rehana re nagar men chor avega.”  Maya sang that.  The second, which Rachna sang, was “Govindo gavo nahi.”  

There were about 50 girls in this program.  We finished about 6 p.m.

19 Dec 08

Scheduled castes school and hostel, Tonk Kala, dist. Dewas, a sessions for teaching bhajans by Shri Kaluram Bamaniya.  Among the student learners, Shri Sagar Solanki sang “Ghana din so liyo re…”  Kumari Arti sang “Aram hai haram.”

Group no. 1: Hukumsingh along with Subhash, Surendra, Rajendra, Sunil—these 4 together sang the bhajan “Guru gam ka sagar” and “Zara halke gadi hanko…”  

The number of students in this program was very small, as the others had gone for a sports program in Tonk Khurd.

22 Dec 08

In the Eklavya office, a discussion with Prof. Lindaji, Arvind-bhai, Kaluramji and Narayanji on the future of our work.  The art work still remains to be done.   What should the children get from the teaching about bhajans?  We should complete this in the next stage.  We also need to review what has been accomplished up to now.  

26 dec 08

The old participants of the Kabir bhajan aur vichar manch, Dewas, met at Dr. Magilalji Malviya’s place.  Shri Prahlad Singh Tipanya began the program, which went on from 10 to 2:00 at night.  An interesting point in this program was that Shri Tipanyaji said, “I will fearlessly put forth Kabir’s teachings.  There is no pressure on me from mahants.  I am not afraid and will never in my life be afraid of anyone.  My needs [ woh bulay nahin???] …  I’ll work in my job, live in my house.   In the end he said, “’sanch barabar tap nahin, jhut barabar pap, jake hriday sanch hai, vake hriday ap.’  These are not my words, these are Kabir’s words.  With these words that Kabir said 700 years ago, we conclude today.”   Satyanam kabir ki jay!  With this the program ended.

30 dec 08

B.M.vidyalaya Tonk Khurd school – bhajan and discussion with the children.  Some teachers also sang bhajans.  Shri Krishna Varma, a student, sang “Sham ka kala badan zara itna bata tera rang kala kyon.”  The child explained that the gopis were asking Krishna why he was black.  The second child was Suraj, 8th class, who sang “zara halke gadi hanko.”  We asked him, “Bhayya, tell the meaning.”  The one who joins and the one who breaks is God.  I don’t know more than that.

The 2nd child to sing was Chintu, who sang “Jogi man na rangaya rangaya kapada.”   To him we also said, “Bhaiya, tell the meaning of this bhajan.  The answer was: nothing comes of wearing colored clothes or matted hair.”  Then from one side children were asking Shri Bamaniyaji to sing a bhajan.  Chintu said, “Sing this bhajan—“Duniya hai matlab ki.”  Shri Bamaniya sang this and the children were very happy.  From another side Suraj said, “Please sing ‘Ghana din so liyo re.’”  When Shri Bamaniya sang this whole bhajan, the children were very happy.  In this school 112 students are registered, but when we went there were only 25, and only 3 sang.  The program ended at 4:00.

31 dec 08

3:00.  Saraswati shishu/vidya mandir higher middle school, established by Raja Bhau Mahakal Shikshan Samiti (related to Saraswati Vidya Pratishtan, Bhopal).  (give number of admin permission granted!)

There were 22 boys and girls from classes 6,7,8,9 and 10.  The first to sing was Kumari Puja Karampetar, 10th, who sang “Zara halke gadi…”  The 2nd was Kumari Bhavna Varma, 9th, who sang “Achchutam keshvam” [?].  Here father is Ramnarayan Parthna.  the 3rd: Pankaj Parmar, class 9, who sang “he man musafir tujhe chalna padega.”   The rest all hoped to learn bhajans and wanted us to return soon to teach them.  They said, “We also want to create a mandali and sing like you.”

JANUARY 2009

3 Jan 09

Bhairmakhedi village school, dist. Dewas, M.P., Kabir bhajan vichar manch and Sab Sune Sab Gune.  Shri Sandipbhai and Arvind bhai came to hear the children sing Kabir bhajans.  Kalruamji and Narayanji began the bhajans.  Shri Savan Malviya sang “Swagat Shriman ap ka swagat shriman” and “Sarad punam ki rat mhare ghar avjo” Then a boy named Sachin sang “Guru gam ka sagar…”  Radhika sang “Zara halke gadi hanko…” Kumari Monika and Dipika sang “Mira zahar pyalo….”  Vinod sang “Tu zinda hai.”  Nitika sang “Sare akshar pudhti jao age age padhti jao.”  Urmila sang “Inka bhed…”  Payal recited a poem.  Sandip bhai also sang “Ladu bhai gol mol.”  Chintu sang “Ham log hai aise divane duniya ko badalkar manenge.”  Thus the series of singers was completed.  There were about 65-70 children.

3 Jan 09

After this we went to the Tonk Kala hostel where we also heard children sing.  

1.  Mahipal sang “Guru gam ka sagar.”  a 2nd boy sang “Zara halke gadi hanko.” A 3rd –“Guru gam ka sagar.”  Then “Ghana din so liyo re.”  That day the number of children was small.  Most of those who sang were not there.  We concluded the program.

3 Jan 09

Kasturba Gandhi girls school, Tonk Khurd, dist Dewas, MP—to hear bhajans.  Kabir bhajan vichar manch/ Sab Sune Sab Gune, friends Shri Sandip bhai, Arvind bhai, Kaluramji and Narayanji, about 3:00, around 100 girls.  

First Ramkanya’s group sang “Guru gam ka sagar…”  The 2nd group with Kumari Saroj sang “Zara halke gadi hanko…”  The 3rd group, with Rekha Chauhan, sang “Mira zahar ko pyalo…”  Maya Amalavadiya sang solo—“Jagrat rahana re nagar men chor avega.”  Sapna and Manju sang in group no. 5, “Govindo gayo nahi…”

Finally, after listening to Sandeep-bhai, the girls sang a bhajan, Zara halke gadi hanko.  Then Sandeep-bhai said that if the girls had any questions in their minds, they should say so.  The girls stayed quiet for a long time.  Then one girl asked a question.  If you can see one kilometer with one eye, how far can you see with two eyes?  (Sandeep gives them instructions to take a piece of paper and do something with it, look with one eye closed, then look at the palm of their hand, then think about what this means…  A weird nonsequitur with a Kabir program!)

7 Jan 09.  Went from Barandwa to Dewas for a meeting in the office with Arvind-bhai, Prem-bhai, Dinesh Patel, Kaluramji, and myself, Narayanji, to talk about the next phase of work.  Dinesh Patel and Prem-bhai will come to the school in Tonk Khurd on 21-22 Jan. to get students to do art work.  We’ll also look at two other schools for the Kabir bhajan program.  Chhotu Bharati will come on 18 Jan.  Narayanji and Shri Kaluramji will prepare for this.  

12 Jan 09.  Contacted school for the program on the 18th.  SHri Kaluram Bamaniya wasn’t able to meet anyone.  They said the person had left.

13 Jan 09.  Went again to the hostel.  They said you should come later—now there aren’t many girls here.

16 jan 09.  Went again to make contact at the hostel and no one was there.  Some girls were there, but no madam was there.  Shri Kaluramji said you go on.  I’ll make contact and call  you on the phone.

21 jan 09.  Art work was done with children in Saraswati Shishu Mandir school in Tonk Khurd.  There were about 40 children.  We did this for the first time.  We sang a Kabir doha, and they did a picture based on it.  They enjoyed it a lot.  The doha was:

ram rahim ek hai, mat samjho koi doy/ andar tati bharam ke, ya se diye doy

Everyone made a picture based on this.   They (or we?) also wrote the meaning of the doha.  They said, “This is the first time we have done this sort of thing.  It we do it again, we’ll make better pictures.”

21 jan 09.  Kasturba Gandhi girls school, Tonk Khurd.  Did art work with girls on a different sakhi:

Bada hua to kya hua, jaise ped khajur/ Panthi ko chhaya nahi, phal lage ati dur

About 70 girls made a picture based on this.  They were all looking at each other’s pictures, trying to make them alike.  But they were also very excited and said thank you, if you do this again with us, we’ll make finer pictures.

22 jan 09.  At the office in Dewas we showed the artwork that the students had done and discussed it with Eklavya friends.  All our friends were happy with it and talked about continuing it.  We decided we should organize more art at schools where teachers were interested, and we also talked about how to organize an event where school children would come together.

23 jan 09.  Shri Kaluram Bamaniya and I, Narayanji, went to the hostel at Tonk Kala, met with Sir and Madam, and discussed having the gathering (sammelan).  They said: you set a date for it and we will come with the children.  Then they said we should do a bhajan for the children before going.  They wanted “aram hai haram,” so we sang it and then went to Bhairamakhedi school.  The children were happy to see us, saying “That bhajan-singing dadaji has come!”  Then Sir said, “Children, sing what you have prepared for dada for 26 Jan.”  Chintu sang, “Swagat shriman swagatam shriman.”  After that Shri Savan bhai sang and a friend sang “Ghana din so liyo re…”  After concluding we discussed the sammelan, and they also said, “We will come and bring the children.  It’s up to you to decide who we should bring.”  

27 jan 09.  Kanyashala High School.  Sir said, “Why have you come, Ba-saheb?  “To ask you about doing artwork with the girls.  What is your answer?  We will give a sakhi of Kabir, and they will make a picture.”  He said—[something about an answer and “sit”, pencils, erasers…]  SHri Kaluramji Bamaniya told him the time was 3:30.

28 jan 09.  School contact: Kanyshala High School Tonk Khurd, to make pictures. About 30 girls participated.   These dohas:

2.  Kabir kua ek hai, panihari ha anek/ bartan ka hai antara, par nir ek ka ek

2.  Dhire dhire re mana, dire sab kuchh hoy/ mali sinche so ghada, ritu aye phal hoy   

But not one of the 30 girls made a picture.  Only 4 took sit (?) and eraser and went home, saying they would try and home and would show it later.

Notes by Arvind on the meeting at Eklavya office on 27th August,2009

Present: Narayanji, Kaluram, Linda and Arvind.

[brackets added by LH to explain certain phrases in Hindi]

1. On the Sammelan in April: This was the culminating event for the program where the participating schools were asked to send their students. On 17 April,09 around 60 children gathered at Tonkhurd, accompanied by some of their teachers. There were both group and individual presentations of bhajans. The children were quite excited. Apart from other children there were parents and people from Tonkhurd village in the audience. For Narayanji and Kaluram this was a happy moment- the children had put in a lot of effort preparing on their own after the few rounds with them. The difference in the groups showed up in the encouragement that these teams received from their respective schools. The staff at Bhervakhedi school and the Girls hostel  at Tonkhurd were very supportive. 

2. In answer to Linda’s question of how it worked , Narayanji explained that they sat with children over three to four sessions at school (sometimes more) where they would go over the bhajans they had selected. They would sing together and get hold of the basic tune. The booklet that they had prepared was useful since each child had a copy and allowed them to practice on their own. With Narayanji help they formed groups that would practice together. Once initiated these tunes came easily since these are part of the culture and many children have family members who are associated with bhajan mandlis in the village. A drawback that was observed and also pointed out by some of the teachers was the lack of musical instruments at school or at the hostel. If the children could practice with accompaniment it would add quality to their effort. 

3. Kaluram and Narayanji reported that the discussion element during the classroom sessions was rather limited. Exploring the reasons was interesting. Kaluram’s own view is that let them experience the music and the reason would follow. Was he being too cautious or this was his method of ‘understanding’. Let them catch the ‘dhun’ (tune) then we will go onto the ‘shabd’ (words). It was pointed out that he would get on to the preaching mode like ‘obey your elders’ ‘respect your teachers’ and that these never encouraged a discussion. When asked if they remembered any interesting question he responded saying that at the hostel they were asked ya nirgun kya ha? [What is meant by nirgun, the formless God?]  This was a genuine one from the heart. We asked Narayanji, known for his sharp discussions on the bhajans, his reasons for taking a subdued posture. He said part of the reason was the time we had with these children. Their first desire was to learn the dhun (tune).  There were few questions in between. We also didn’t probe too much since kuch dar hamko bhi tha. Hamara jati ka log tha, khati samaj ka log tha.  [we were also a bit afraid [to push things].  There were people of our caste and people of the khati caste.].  I was not sure how this would go. 

4. The girls at the hostel were quite keen and showed tremendous enthusiasm. They would want to learn more and more. They desired that someday they would sing for Doordarshan. They said that their parents would not allow them to go out and sing as a mandli. They wanted to make the best of the opportunities that they had now. 

5. In the booklet the bhajans that were popular among children were no1.zara halka gadhi hako, no3 jaha dekho vaha tu he tu, no11 govind gaya nahe…,no19 mera jasar ka pylo pe…  

6. As an aside I can add that their very presence is a statement on caste. It is rare to find an area of knowledge or experience of dalit group finding a respectable place in a school transaction. It would not go unnoticed as was pointed out in a causal conversation with one of the upper caste supportive school teachers who was asked by other members of the teaching fraternity ‘aap en ka sat ho giya’.  The booklet is also called ‘santo ke vani’ though it says below ‘satguru Kabir vihar manch’. It does have some bhajans from other sources such as Mira. The effort is to make this more inclusive since kabir mandli is identified with the Balai community\SC in the area. Consciously or otherwise the emphasis is on bhakti and the social critique is kept at a more subversive level. Since I had insisted that they negotiate with the schools it was clear that there was an undercurrent operating and they were deciding the ‘balances to be maintained’. For example in one school the headmaster was keen on the programme but another teacher was in total opposition saying that ‘bhajan was for the chaupal [public square, place for cultural performance], not school’. The undercurrent is on caste identity but the discourse is on whether this is appropriate for school. After a few visits they decided that the atmosphere will get vitiated hence it is better to withdraw. There were murmurs of protests also supportive staff elsewhere.  They have, however negotiated these in the most credible manner. 

7. Later on when Narayanji and Kaluram talked to the schools as to what they achieved from the programme and what were the shortcomings the responses were as follows: It was an opportunity for talent to be nurtured & flower…pratibha ma nekhar aya; children require musical instruments to practice on their own; they contributed to our cultural programmes at school and even outside; it’s difficult to find time.

