YEAR 2009

	1. The Foundation Day of the school was held on July 16, 2009 in the school premises. The Minister for Social Welfare of the Government of Bihar was the Chief Guest. The parents of the children were among the guests. The cultural performance put up by the children was of high quality and widely appreciated. Some photographs of the function are attached and these along with newspaper reports about the function shall be posted on our website.

2. The half yearly examinations at SSK were held in the first week of August. The highest and the lowest marks obtained in each of the classes in the school and the over all class average are indicated below 

Class

English

Maths

Science

Hindi

Soc. Studies

Genl. Know.

H  /   L  /  Avg.

H  /  L  / Avg..

H  /   L  /  Avg.

H  /   L  /Avg.

H  /   L  /  Avg.

H  /   L  /  Avg.

UKG

99  / 50 /  86

99 /  53  / 90

NA

100 / 73 / 93

NA

NA

I

96  / 42 / 60

100/ 61 / 85

98 / 57 / 79

90 / 16 / 59

98 / 57 / 79

100 / 58 / 87

II

83 / 35 / 64

99 / 72 / 89

99 / 65 / 91

98 / 59 / 84

98 / 71 / 89

97 / 56 / 90

III

91 / 52 / 73

99 / 46 / 75

99 / 64 / 90

96 / 56 / 77

96 / 48 / 83

99 / 70 / 87

IV

75 / 48 / 61

95 / 39 / 67

87 / 36 / 68

97 / 67 / 85

94 / 34 / 77

94 / 58 / 76

V

85 / 54 / 73

93 / 60 / 74

94 / 64 / 79

86 / 86 / 66

93 / 65 / 76

95 / 81 / 91

VI

78 / 59 / 69

89 / 38 / 65

84 / 66 / 75

89 / 77 / 85

79 / 56 / 69

91 / 58 / 79

VIII

85 / 71 / 78

93 / 55 / 73

94 / 63 / 77

94 / 84 / 92

79 / 71 / 75

95 / 89 / 92

H – Highest, L – Lowest,  Avg. – Average
3. Another 45 students were added in December this year, bringing the total number of students in the residential school to two hundred. 

4. We had only one boy in class VIII and only four in class VII in our school in the last academic year. This is not surprising as there is hardly any education among the musahar community and these five boys were first to be taken under the project when it was launched in 2005. These boys belong to two neighbouring musahar ghettoes where one active NGO was running a small informal school. As it is not possible to run very senior classes for just a few students, the senior most boy of the school has been admitted at Gyan Niketan, a leading school of Patna. He was tested and found fit enough to be admitted to the school. This boy now has a level playing field to compete with the best and all doors of higher education are now open to him. The other four boys in our senior class will also find slots in leading schools in Patna next year. 

5. Geetha Prasad, an extremely sincere and talented volunteer taking classes in communicative English. She has designed an audio-visual course which she is now running at the school. Within these few months the results have been remarkable. There is marked improvement in the handling of spoken English by the students of Shoshit Samadhan Kendra. 

6. The computer center at the school has also become functional. There are 20 computers with two printers and there is an experienced part time teacher. Children in class three and above shall be attending computer classes. The computer classes are also extremely popular with all the children in school. They attend two classes a week in the evenings.  

7. In December 2008 we recruited a new faculty which now comprises nine teachers with experience, expertise and a sense of dedication. All of them, except those who are teaching Hindi, did their schooling in an English medium school and have a good academic record. I am attaching the bio-data of the teachers at the school along with their photographs. The senior most teachers, namely, Mr. Jehangir Khan Suri and Mr. Amit Kumar Jha. Mr. Suri after doing B.A. (English Hons.) and M.A. in English worked as an executive in a firm but switched over to teaching because of his interest and flair for teaching. He is widely traveled and taught English in schools in Saudia Arabia for more than 8 yrs. His experience of teaching English spans over two decades.   Shri Jha studied in a well known school in Ranchi, Jharkhand and was holder of All India Merits Scholarship. He became a textile engineer and worked with the Aditya Birla group for 13 yrs. He resigned as an engineer because of his passion for teaching and he is particularly happy that he now has the opportunity to teach underprivileged children. In view of the qualification and experience of the new teachers the compensation have been increased ranging from Rs. 7,000/- per month to Rs. 11,000/- per month.

8. The academic year ended at the school in December 2008 and the annual examinations were held in the last week of the month. 120 children at the school took the exams, most of them being in primary and junior classes. There is only one boy in class VIII and four in class VII. As it may be not be possible to run a senior class i.e. class IX for one student we shall get him admitted in a reputed school. The school sessions in Patna like in the rest of the country begin in April. 

9. 524 children appeared at the entrance test for the pre-school class. Musahar parents had brought their children, many covering over 30-40 kilometers. This was in sharp contrast to the reluctance of the musahar parents to send their children to the school which we had to face initially. 


