Site Visit – Shoshit Samadhan Kendra

Visit: In Feb and Aug 2012

I had the opportunity and privilege to visit Shoshit Samadhan Kendra in Patna, Bihar in Feb 2012 for a day. The school in particular serves as a residential school providing high quality CBSE education to the children of Mushar community. These are first-generation learners.

The school takes up two cement buildings that are joined by narrow walkways on each of the four floors.  The top floor is known as the terrace, and it contains the kitchen/cafeteria (breakfast was being cooked at the time around 830am), and a vacant area where they play during the rainy season when the nearby fields are flooded. The other three floors contain a mix of dormitory space and the classrooms along with a laboratory, computer lab, and library.  Each dorm is names as a “cricket” house.

The school has about 250 students in grades Kindergarten through 8th plus a 10th grade class. Each of the grades has a classroom where they are based, and the teachers move between them. Students spend a lot of time each day in the classroom, with classes from 7 to 1:20, then self-study from 3-4 and again from 7-8:30. They have assigned time in the library, the computer lab, and for recreation. The dormitories contain students from each class so that the older boys can look after the younger ones. 

I spoke with students from class 8, 10th (4 students) and it was interesting to hear them speak about how they wanted to be an IAS, IPS (all civil services mostly!) so that they could go back and bring about a change in their areas. There were 2 classrooms equipped with educomp for science - we asked the students whether this method was better than the teacher and a very mixed response emerged as the boys voiced their opinion STRICTLY in English :-) (even if we spoke in hindi, the reply was in English). The children in the higher grades – 9th & 10th were not more than 8 and 5 in number respectively. The cohort of 10th grade students would be the first one to graduate from SSK.

We then went to the kindergarten class which was packed! Mr. Sinha told us that now he does have to take entrance tests as all parents want their kids enrolled now. This itself speaks volumes on the worth of the education that is being placed by Parents, no matter which community they belong to. The other thing that stood out was the handwriting of ALL students (even class 1) - was beautiful and inline - no upar-neeche even from small kids - this has to be some genetic thing! 
Post the school visit, the ngo office visit was carried out to check the accounts for their actual spend and speak to couple of staff.  Everything was verified to be ok.

Mr. Sinha is now expanding the capacity to 1000 and is in need of funding more than ever to build the school (Capex funding). All in all, SSK is doing truly TRANSFORMATIONAL work - imagine if even 10% (237 currently) of his kids make it to civil services, they become a beacon of hope for the entire community in their respective areas in Bihar to get transformed. There is a definite spark in the students and they all seem happy.

