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1.Background of the project- 

Resedential school for girls,Pratirodh Sansthan is located in Amarpura village of Bhadesar block, roughly 25 km away from Chittorgarh district of Rajasthan. The project started with the support of Asha for edcuation Silicon Valley chapter in October 2008. There are currently 50 girls enrolled in the residential school. 
2. The day of the site visit- 

We started at 7.00 AM from Udaipur on Feb 20th ‘09 and arrived in two and half hours at Bhadesar block. As we approached the block from the main highway we saw small shops and narrow streets. We soon realised we had missed out on the road that led to the project headquarter. After much commotion over the cellphone, with Harlal ji (employe at Pratirodh Sasthan) tried to guide us over the phone as we traced back our way off the main highway, but, finally drove to the main highway road to guide us back to the school. We reached the school around 9:45 AM.  
The school building was loacted right opposite, separated by a kachha road, to the Pratirodh Santhan office, which is also the residence of Khemraj ji and Suman ji (coordinators of Pratirodh Santhan). Khemrajji welcomed us with great affetcion along with Suman ji outside their office. There were 55 girls present on the day of our visit. The girls were in their routine morning class sessions, and we decided to chat in their office before meeting with the children and teachers. 

Khemraj and Sumanji provided us breif information about the day to day running of the school, their experience of past copule of months with the girls and their parents.  It seemed that the girls felt disciplined with the daily schdule of the school and followed it with great zeal. This is how their day looks like- 

	Time 
	Schedule 

	6.30 a.m. -7.30 a.m. 
	Morning Prayer and Exercise 

	7.30 a.m. – 8.30 a.m. 
	Breakfast 

	8.30 a.m.- 12.00 p.m. 
	Class 

	12.-2.00 p.m. 
	Lunch and rest 

	2.00-5.00 p.m. 
	Class 

	5.00-6.30 p.m. 
	Games and other activites 

	6.30-7.30 p.m. 
	Dinner 

	8 .00 – 9.00 p.m. 
	Library 


Khemraj also told us that in 2½ long class, teachers  try to invovle girls to participate by singing a folk song, reciting a poem or solving maths puzzles with the help of games. This approach makes the class more interactive and gives students an opprtunity to contribute. When asked about the number of girls Sumanji informed that attendance of  the girls fluctuates often and some of the parents are not comfortable sending their daguhters alone so they send their siblings too. Thus there were 55 girls present at the school. We got to know that around 20 more addmission requests had come from the  nearby villagers but they could not enroll them as the budget for the year was only for 50 girls and the session had already begun 4 moths back. 

3. Meeting Khemrajji, Sumanji and Harlal (coordinators and employes at Pratirodh Sansthan)
Since it was our first meeting with Khemrajji ans Sumanji they were elated to share their work expereince with us and knowing more about how Asha works and what we do. Khemrajji has been working as a social activist for more then twenty years and is also trained in and practices Homeopathy. He has worked In Madhya Pradesh for the dalits' rights and has had an opportunity to work with Narmada Bachao andolan. As a part of Prayas, he worked actively in Khat Andolan for restoring rights of Dalits in villages. He has been working in the Bhadesar block with backward classes and have been actively taking parti in Dharnas, Pad Yatras for dalit rights etc. for rights of these people as well as have been conducting camps for bonded labors and for providing useful information regarding NAREGA. Similarly Sumanji has been working in the field for past 10 years and was associated with Lok Jumbish education camps. She started helping Khemrajji to build Pratirodh Sansthan and help women in the villages with Self help groups, educational camps etc. She now looks after the resedential school and conducts meeting with the parents of these girls in the villages. It was apparent that human rights, socio-economic issues faced by tribals, and gendar rights are some of the areas of focus of the organization in general, and Khemraj ji and Suman ji in particular. 
 4. Problems faced in the last 4 months  

a.The school is first venture of Pratirodh Sasnthan in the field of education although the empolyes have worked on small education projects but this was their first full fledge school project.Thus they faced some problems intially in finding female teachers to stay with girls. 
b.The girls took alomost two months to adjust in the new environment. They would want to go with their paretns every week when they visited.Eventually the parents were asked to visit once in a month. 
c.The building which is rented for the school is partially constructed and only has a main door.It doesn't have windows and doors to the rooms because of which it is a security issue as well as lot of insects and reptiles enter the buliding.The project partners have requested the owner to finish off the construction soon. 

  

d. The girls belong to the poor and backward tribal community.When they came to the school they didn't have another pair of cloths.The organization collected donated cloths and sweaters for winters and distributed to them. 
5. Meeting the girls- 

After speaking to Khemrajji, Sumanji and Harlalji we went to the school building to meet the girls. It was almost lunch time for them but they wanted to stay back and talk to us. We all sat in a circle and had a round of introduction with them. This followed with a round of questions and answers with children. I was thrilled to see their confidence, and the energy! They sang songs, recited poems and told me about their families. When asked how they felt to be a part of the school? In one voice they said "Accha" – by all means it was one of the high points of this visit!  

Harlalji gave me a file which has their pictures and their detailed profiles that were collected at the time of admission. Khemraj talked us through some of the profile of girls that highlighted the actual situation and problems on ground. About 6 of the girls large number of these little girls are married at very early age (<10 yo). And Sumanji rightly mentioned that it was an achievement for them to get those girls enrolled in the school. [We carried a cope of profile book with us, and is available if somebody wants to take a look]  

6. Meeting the teachers
There are currenty two female teachers, Priyanka and Kailash, teaching at the school. We spoke to them about the teaching mothods. The teachers showed us the material they use from Digantar for teaching maths and Hindi. For other subjects they use Rajasthan Rajaya Pustak Mandal books. The Digantar books are desinged according to the class levels (1-4). Teachers were hopeful that around 15 girls should be able to give 5th grade govt. school examiniation in  April 2010. Teachers seemed to share a freindly relationship with girls, and it was very incouraging to see enthusiasm and motivation in the teachars. 
Both the teachers have an expereince of teaching in SSA camps and have completed their graduation.(B.A.).
7. General

After roughly 2 hours session with the girls and teachers, we moved back to the Pratirodh Sansthan office next door to continue our conversation with Khemraj and Suman ji. We got to know a little more abut their work in human rights, and activism around the area and general problems they face in the region. It was around 4:00 PM as we continued our discussions over a home cooked meal – by the school cook, same as served to the girls in the school. We left the school around 5:45 PM back for Udaipur, impressed with the progress, and excited for the girls at the school for potential opportunities that this school offers them.
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[1] Meeting the children and Teahers in school. Right next to me [Teesta] is Suman Ji, and Priyanka.
Note all the girls have short hair, almost like boys. Khemraj and Suman Ji told us that almost all girls has lice in their hair and as a part of medical exam at point of admittision, they cut hair of almost all girls to treat for lice and traetment of head scalp. All girls get pairs of cloths that are donated to Pratirodh Sansthan.
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[2] With the girls and Suman, and Priyanka with Amit at the camera. 

A round of introductions and girls telling us their ambition in life – an overwhelming majority wants to be a teacher, with a few police officers in making. 
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[3] A local folk song and poem recitel
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[4] Language class in-session

