
 
Gyan Sewa Bharti Sansthan - Supaul

  Report by Mahendra, dated Feb 4, 2010. 

As I told Navin, I left Patna on the evening of Feb 1, and reached Nirmali via bus and train on Feb 2 around 
11:00 am. Upon reaching Nirmali, I called Shekhar Jha to obtain the location of the NFE centres and their 
operating hours relative to the present time. I found out that the centres operate from 8:00 to 11:00 in the 
morning. Shekhar Jha happened to be present in Nirmali, so I went with him to Kamalpur, which we reached at 
3:00 pm. 

Talking to some bystanders, I learnt that the people of the villages of Kamalpur, Dagmara etc. came to these 
villages upon being displaced by the construction of an embankment on the Kosi river. The government had
relocated these people to areas near the western Kosi embankment.

In 2008, the course of the Kosi river changed as a result of its breaking a part of its eastern embankments. As a 
result, the villages on the western side of the river were not troubled by the 2008 floods. In fact, the arable
land on this side increased after the floods as waterlogging reduced. The river returning to its original course and 
low rainfall in 2009 meant that floods were not a concern that year but the waterlogging problem resumed. Note 
that aside from rainfall being a cause, waterlogging is also naturally caused by the disparity between the high 
level of the riverbed within the embankment and the low-lying villages outside it.

The government social welfare schemes in the area are in the control of middlemen. Due to the lack of 
awareness, the locals are unable to avail of their rights. The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(NREGA) guarantees 100 days of work each year, and yet no labourer in the area has received 100 days of 
work to date. They have been able to get, on an average, only 5 to 10 days of work. Anganwadis (government-
sponsored centres providing basic care for infants and mothers), the Public Distribution System (PDS), old-age 
pension, widow pension, midday meal - there is widespread corruption in all these schemes.

In the absence of awareness, even the Right to Information (RTI) Act is utilized very little. Even if someone were 
to try to use the RTI, they would be beset with financial difficulties. 

The state of government schools remains pathetic, despite the appointment of teachers there. 

 Gyandeep Kamalpur Ward no. 6

I was at this NFE centre from 8 to 9 am on Feb 3. I met two teachers - Mr. Ghulam Mustafa and Mrs. Annudevi. 
There were 24 boys and 21 girls in attendance, meaning a total attendance of 45 children. This centre operates
within a garden - there is one broken hutment and one blackboard. The children were of various ages but of the 
same social class. They were probably studying in primary school (Classes 1 to 5). The older children had books 
and notebooks, while the smaller children had slates and pencils. They told me that these were given to them by 
the organization (Gyan Sewa Bharti Sansthan). The older kids were able to do ordinary math problems and 
reading in Hindi. The smaller kids were taught the alphabet (Hindi and English), proper pronunciation, and 
multiplication tables. Some were able to write their names. Most of the children were Muslim; there were few 
children of Brahmin or other castes. 

An observer present there suggested that the centre be run as a support (?) school [I'm unable to make out the 
actual word used -NK]. Upon being asked why they do not send their children to the government school, the 
people present responded that no learning happens at the government school, and it is situated 1km away which 
makes it difficult for young children to walk there. The local people were happy with the NFE centre despite the 
fact that it was only operational for 3 hours in a day. They told me that in those 3 hours, their children learned 
much better than the government school children.

  Gyandeep Haripur Kamalpur Ward No. 12
  
From 9:30 to 11:00 am, I was at the second NFE centre, where Shailendra Mohan was the teacher. There were 
23 boys and 19 girls present here, again of various ages. The older kids were able to read Hindi textbooks, while 
the younger children had some knowledge of reading and writing the letters of the alphabet. These children also 



told me that their books, notebooks, pencils etc., were provided by the organization. I liked the teaching methods 
employed by the teacher here, especially how basic mathematical concepts and other pieces of knowledge 
(cleanliness, healthy living) were imparted to the children in a playful manner. This made the children 
enthusiastic towards their studies.

This centre operates in the open, outside Sandeep Sharma's door. People present said that if a hut could be 
erected, it could shelter the kids from the sun, rain and high winds. After I told them about Asha's ideals, the 
people agreed to set up a shelter with their own labour, if they could be given the materials necessary to do so. 
Upon making inquiries nearby, I also found out that there is a government building nearby (which could be used 
for classes), but that building is never empty and there are tuition classes for children that run on its front porch. 
The few rich people who live there send their children to tuition classes to supplement the government school 
education. 

Surrounding the NFE centre live poor labourers. Their homes adjoin the wealthier neighbourhoods. They too 
have been relocated and given some land by the government. The rich population has undergone changes due 
to increasing family sizes. Their farms having been destroyed by the Kosi floods, they too are now mostly poor 
labourers. They also do not get any work through NREGA and other such schemes. In the afternoon, a petition 
requesting work for them was drawn up. The children studying at the NFE centre come from the most 
backward social classes - among them, the Sharma, Mehta and Sahu castes. I also learnt that a female teacher 
at the centre was absent that day due to illness.

The teachers told me that they get their salaries (honoraria). But they get tired of the lack of awareness shown 
by the locals despite regular parent-teacher meetings being held. There is a need to spread awareness and 
information about social welfare schemes such as NREGA, PDS, ICDS, RTI. Asha could provide some training 
to the teachers on how to convey such information to the locals. 

 - Mahendra Yadav 
   Asha (Patna, Bihar)
   [translated into English by Navin Kashyap]


