
October 2002 

This site visit was conducted by Niranjan Kanvinde – a volunteer of Asha for Education, Pune Chapter (Maharashtra, India).


ARZ SITE VISIT GOALS: 

· First hand information concerning Arz project

· Verify the status of the Asha funded activities 

· Gather insight towards the progress of the children

· To help Arz find support (from other sources) for some of its other activities 

EXCERPTS : Niranjan Kanvinde Asha - Pune (India)

“Arz provides assistance to the victims in various issues such as healthcare support, legal support, anti-trafficking activities and rescues, rights, counseling, shelter-arrangement, rehabilitation assistance etc. “

More of Arz’s work is in the areas of anti-trafficking of girls into the market, prevention of child prostitution and dedication of young girls through Devadasi system. The same week on two days they had to attend two trafficking cases. The same morning I met a German lady settled in Goa— Sonia Gabriel— around that time who, along with Arz, was fighting a legal case to take custody of two minor girls rescued by Arz from Baina Beach and then lodged at the state protective home for women. 

”Arz also works with the Indian Government such as Government of Andhra Pradesh to transfer the rescued women back to their homes in Andhra Pradesh. “(Many girls who get into prostitution are from neighboring states such as Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.) “Arz is a member of a panel appointed by Government of Goa to resolve issues related to prostitution, rescues, women’s rights and health. Arz has developed an understanding with the Government of Goa to take custody of the rescued girls, and they work in collaboration with the local police.”  

 Skill Development Program funded by Asha : “Children are taught basic counting, tables, calculations, behavior and ethics, basic sciences, names of the cities, names of birds and animals, materials usage, crafts, sketching etc along with tailoring. Children are made to understand what their responsibilities and what is acceptable behavior in the society. Girls are educated on how to take care of their personal needs during their puberty and thereafter. Apart from Mathematics - counting, tables, songs, sketching etc, children are also taught prayers and yoga. 

The children’s progress is monitored regularly. The children’s parents are updated about their progress and what they learnt and get their responses and feedback too. Surekha, Zarine and Baishali of Arz often conduct parents meetings where they not only communicate the progress of the kids, but also provide counseling to the parents. 
 
Final Impression: Overall I was satisfied with the work from Arz, their dedication, hard work, and professionalism in cash management, reporting and documentation. 
The children were very abusive in the beginning of the program. They were brought there either by the police or otherwise, but often against the wish of their parents. Over a period of time, by now, few of the parents are happy that the kids are there. 

For the complete site visit report, please visit 

http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=257
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