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B cueve

At age 22,
ave H0 kads!

She didn't speak their language, she didn’t have much of an education and she was a teenager,
vet Salima took en the role of warden and mama to more than 50 children orphaned by
militancy in Kashmir. Purabi Shridhar finds out what it takes from the gutsy 22-year-old

alitma Aklher Bhat says she

had a “selfish™ peason for

choosing o wiork as warden
L._,_ in @ rehaby boime. ST didn®
kenerer what chie work would be; | just

needed to carn meney” This "selfish”

work involves protecting and taking
care of the most vulnerble of
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Kashmir’s people, Salitna manages
Basera—e-Tabassum, a hewpe for girls
arphaned by nmlitancy 1 Kupaara
[Msericr, The name i3 Llndu [or abode
of smiles” and this young woman has
played a large rale in Jla:xkil.ag 1t one.
Koupwars gets into the news for all
the wrong messons: the devastating,

Safima Bnd her

% day In shonl, Thi

“thairRair crogpfladed
they paiiitle, itmakes life
more h'balnm] !.tﬂrlrl At hathtime

earthguake: in it Lk soceor in 2005,
and the ever-present specere of
terrorisni. Basera—e- Tabassum was set
up by the Pune based Borderless
Wiorld Foundation {BWF} :md, at Eﬁ.
Salima 1 dn charge of the well being
of the more than 50 children wha live
at the home, =
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" BELIEVE

Salima says, T have o relationship
with the girds thar | conmot explain:
it comes fromm my heare and mind.” s
a dleep bond thanks also to the fice
that Salima grew up alongide e
chiledren, Her journey 15 as remarkable
as theirs.

When I first came

here, Fwas sad.
Bust Salima didi made we
forpet everything and bé
happy. Youwill never
meet amyone like her. SVIy
sister, Shenaz, 15 here too
and she's in kindergarten.”

Fabina, 12

“WHEN | STARTED, | WAS 50
SCARED, | ONCE RAN AWAY!"
“Afrer wrd T2, T needed to support my
family so 1 went to Basera-e-Tabassium
looking for & job 1 only spoke
[£asheniri, ne Ueda, [ swas very scarsd:
[ didit know what works [ eoald do
Bus the chairmnaen of BWE Adhik
Fadan, spent a lot of tme explinmng
the funciomng of the home w e,

. n:n;_'l'|,1];|]q' of weeks alter 1 arrived,
the clhairmian had o leave for Pone.
Aomonth lacer, the conk Teft won T fele
completsly helples, so a few months
later, 1 ren back home eoomy family”

“1 CAN'T THINK OF MARRIAGE"
“Ic was chen that my older sister
explained to me that T could not leave
that way: T owas given a responsibiline
and T had to see 1 chrough, | caoe
back the snnme '.1.:4}'. After 1:h:1r, I hawe
never once thought of leaving, Today
1"'m not scared. Fyers the local
commrmunity here stands behind
Bascra-c- Tabassom and its cause.
“Last vear, my fanuly was very
imsastemt | o back o got married, bue
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e ! |
Allhar kids know that when
it comes to schoolwark,

Salima ofd means business

)

—

1

ey class. T like

Salima didi plays 1 staying here; Salima didi ’

with me and
when I have trouble with |
schoolwork, she helps me |

out. I really like 1t heve, f"
I dow't want to go back /

henne won.” /
Ruhaya, 8

[ refused outcight. | can't think of
marriage. [ mighe have come here e
the money, but now my waork i

a relationsiip, Ui furdi didi (older
sister) oo che girls”

“ALL MY KID5 GO TO SCHOOL"
& maonth HIEAN 'ﬁw—}li—ekr old Zahida
carme o Basera-c-Tabassum. She
wouldn't smile or even talk; she missed
her family and cried 4 lot When chey
are first browgdin here, the gis end w
e very withdrawn. | ar down and
talk o thern, explain that we are here
for each ocher; chat we're m chis
mgt[hﬂ NI’J\\.’ z,'.l.l‘lil!.il t':'l_'i['l}'* gl."l;l’g bin]
rarsery school, she smiles all che tme
and plays with the other chaldren The
other day, when someons came B
gake her back, she refused o leave.

| looks after our studies, '

food, clothes, everything. /
When required she is /
strict too, though I have —
never seen that side of her.”
Fanvila, 13

“1 don't like 1t when anybaaly calls
the girls yateen (orphaned) and 1 hare
it when they call this 2 hostel, This is
a home, Girls who have lost their
families come here and lind another,
e Gurenly They come from all cver
Kupwars vegion. Some are viclioms of
the sarthguake and otlers hane lost
their parents to mulitency

“Lhe girls wheo come here from
wEry TEmae arcas need special
attention. They aren't interested in
school ard don't know much abour
Fregiene, Wis work especially hard with
these chuldren. Al my kads go 1o
schiool, each and vvery one”

"WE LIVE A SIMPLE LIFE HERE"
“T'mup at 5.30 am and cthen wake up
the girls. After ablutions we sy

samiaz, hove tea and by 950 am, the
irls legve for wchool. The older ones =
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B seeve :

Girls who have
“ lost their families
come here and find
another, bigger family.
Some are victims of the
earthquake and others
have lost their parents and
homes to militancy ™

wilk the younger ones to their clases.
They're back by around 5 pin and
then its ome for tea, homework. play
aned wne hour of TV Somenmes the
children fall il Recenty one of my
z_r'i:rl- bacd #o ]1-:_~ :|4'||r1:|th,'|::| toa ._"'*-r]n.:_l_[,_ar
haspital fuor thees monchs with TB”

“WE'RE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR
A BIGGER HOUSE™

“Early this year, we took the children
o Pune and Mumbai. Ic was che firse
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time we stepped our of our warld.
We visired Elephant Caves, Essel
Woorld and B K Studios. In Pue, we
went w0 a school for the visually
disallecd anad were ispared fo see those
cluildien tvang such indepensdent hves
I-I |1=i|.k\'.' LS B I.‘Ii‘v'\'l,l\" '\'\.I'lar :\.
|1ﬂ]'|]h!|'|i||g i the world wath the
children. Wi disciss the pews, W ik
abour what i going on bere in
Eashmir and how it noakes us sad.
“Basera-e-Tabassum starced off
with mine girls: coday we have S0,
We have wo cooks, one warchiman
and a bov who comes in daily o
run errands, My bigges challenge
neew is Lo Bred o howse of cur own
[n che Jase five WEILPE, W ke n:_"|1._1|1§_-'||_-|,::
howses thrice, we !\.e‘:r|:- needing
'I'IJIE.';:__'\CI' boses, A louse wall iake
us teel securc.
“When I came heie, T oeven
ever thought thar one dav 1 could
shoulder such a responsibiliog
B when God sers you a sk, he
abia prives vou the strength and
courage o ke e boppen” B

Hot Justfor her girs,
Salima has plans for
her own higher

education too
] .
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SALIMA'S STAY-IN-
SCHOOL CRUSADE

“Our Kupwara cantre is lourishing not
becauge of the funds we raize for it, but
becausa of Sallma’s affart, Intalllgence
and skill. 2he has inlluenced the
childran’s prionties and when our girls
top thalr chasses in schoal, we know It

" becauss of her She |s the bealn behind

theér education scheduls; she makes
=ure the girls have access to and an
interast in books."
Rotarian Mohan Audhi, senior advisor,
BWTF, finance and project planning

"| want to study further too. I'm doing
@ computer course and plan to complata
my graduation, After | came here,
| reswmed my studies and cleansd the
std X1l exams. I'm planning to do a BA in
palitical science, in Lirdu: madiurm, And
whan | first carme here, | didn’t know
a word of Urdul"

Salima Akhter Bhat

| What you can do to help E

® Adoptsponsor Basara-e-Tabassum or
a similar gentre in Kashmir, There anc
Taur such places currently, Sponscring

& ohifd works oul Lo Rg 1,200 per monih
and Rs 14,500 per year,

& Provicle books, compulars and clothes
or help zet up a library at the centre.

FOIR MORE SEORARSTION

| C-tdAlL bedrctirdgme LoaT,
7 WEIT sawwbredinoin.org.in, OR GALL THE

i FOUMOARON, J0A0 SEE0-dbY, Sl s,
L OSEE0-23560




