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Education in India

Number of Pupils per teacher
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Teacher Activities
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Common Myths

· Parents are not interested

· Child labor is main obstacle

· Elementary education is free

· Schools are available

How can you make a difference?

· Learn more about issues

· Publicize (raise awareness)

· Volunteer (donate time)

· Lead projects intellectually

· Support projects financially
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Contacting Asha Toledo
     e-mail: ashatoledo@yahoo.com
web: www.ashanet.org/toledo

“Education is not the filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire.”
William Butler Yeats
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Committed To Making A Difference
One day a wise man was walking along the shore. As he looked down the beach, he saw a young man .The young man was reaching down to the shore, picking up something and very gently throwing it into the ocean. As he got closer he called out, "Good morning! What are you doing? "The young man paused, looked up and replied, "Throwing starfish in the ocean." "Why are you throwing starfish in the ocean?" "The sun is up, and the tide is going out. And if I don't throw them in they'll die," replied the young man. "But, young man, don't you realize that there are miles and miles of beach, and starfish all along it. You can't possibly make a difference!" The young man listened politely. Then bent down, picked another starfish and threw it into the sea, past the breaking waves and said, 

"It made a difference for that one."
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Mission

To catalyze socio-economic change in India through education of the underprivileged children

Core Values

· Action Group
· Focus on basic education

· Apolitical and secular

· Volunteerism

· Zero overhead
Asha’s History/Beliefs

· Started in 1991 by a group of students at UC - Berkeley

· “Asha” means Hope in Hindi

· Not merely a funding agency. Deep personal involvement

· Belief that change is permanent when it comes from the community

Asha’s Achievements

· Over 40 chapters worldwide

· More than 1000 active volunteers

· Raised over $1 million in 2002 through individual donations

· Since inception, supported over 600 projects in India

 
Why Education?

· Awareness of Rights
· Ability to Exercise Civic Rights

· Improved Access to Opportunities

· Economic Mobility

· Improve Gender Equality

· Overall Development
What is Education?

· Literacy (3Rs)
· Vocational & Professional Training

· Health Education

· Civic Rights & Responsibilities

Basic Literacy Definition

As defined by the United Nations, basic literacy is the ability to

· read 40 words per minute

· write 20 words per minute

· do 2-digit arithmetic

Literacy Statistics in India

· Only 65% of the population is literate (11% at the time of independence in 1947)

· Literacy rate among rural woman is 10%

· Over half the literates may be in India as we enter the 21st century

· Every third working child in the world is an Indian
Literacy ( Education, but Literacy, is one of the key enablers for Education
Asha Organization

· Non-profit with tax exempt status in USA and India

· Non-hierarchal

Asha Chapter Locations

[image: image5.png]» Seatti

portiang
¥
 Comatis

8~
. [

Silcon Valley

Los Angeles,_Radiands

e,
*Arzona

OFF THE MAP
 Lendon,England

Copyright© 1991-2001 Asha for Education

Heugtand

g 1

StLouse.

o Datas

.
Houston

chicagos,

Indiana

Kentucky

Athens®

Washington D..

L SouthEast
Florda




Asha Project Locations
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