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Freedom 
 

Awake, Awake says the thunder voice 
Of people bonded in segments of world 

In relay of life from cluster thread 
To live part of eternal happiness 

 
Long waited in the seed of sorrow 

That grew into bunch of woe 
The lives of hundreds and thousands 

In the range of deadly darkness 
 

A light of education 
Can bring life to their living 

By freeing from darkness 
Of ignorance, illiteracy and dismay 

 
These marks are stepping stones 
For ever-changing foot prints 

That of mine and yours 
To the world of freedom 

 
         - Srikanth Pilla 
�
��

Asha Fellow Mrs. Siddhamma was 
honored with the prestigious Out-
look Speak out award for her ef-
forts to bring about social change in 
many underdeserved communities. 
The award ceremony took place on 
October 8th in New Delhi at the 
hands of Mrs. Sonia Gandhi. 
She, with prompt help from Asha 
Toledo volunteers helped to liberate 
hundreds of bonded laborers and 
their children from some rice mills of 
Tamil Nadu. She has devoted her 
life to the well-being of the Irula 
community encouraging first genera-
tion learners to go to school and 
youth to participate in politics to de-
termine their own destiny.   

                                                               Visit: http://www.ashanet.org/toledo/ 
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This is an ongoing project of Asha Toledo located in Uthukottai, Thiruvallur dis-
trict, Tamilnadu. The Project focuses on supporting education of 142 children of 
bonded laborers, who have been rescued from rice mills and relocated to nearby 
villages. A motivational center has been set up with $2000 to make students 
aware of fun in learning and giving inspiration to join mainstream schooling sys-
tem. As there is no school in and around the place where the bonded laborers 
live, Asha Toledo in association with Prasad Family Foundation of Virginia is plan-
ning to set up a regular school. Estimated cost of the school is $17,000. Prasad 
Family Foundation has renewed its funding from previous year with which the 
total funds for this project are $7000.  

For speaking out on behalf of these bonded laborers (tribes from irula community) 
of 800 rice mills where their lives were at risk, Asha fellow Mrs. Siddamma was 

honored with Outlook Speak out Award  on 8th October in New Delhi by Mrs. Sonia Gandhi . 

 
For more information, Visit: http://www.ashanet.org/toledo/freedom.htm 
Project Stewards:  
Srivatsan Kannan - srivatsank@gmail.com 
Raj Gosavi - raj2ad@yahoo.com �
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!!Compliments!! 

Divya Jasthi (7 yr old) from Illinois 

helped raise $300 for  

project Confidence (WAH2005)! 



Asha Toledo would like to thank all 
of you for your donations during the 
annual fundraising event. With your 
support, Asha Toledo was able to 
raise $5000. This contribution will 
go towards project ‘Confidence’ 
with BCT being the conduit. Below 
is a brief description about project 
‘Confidence’. It consists of two 
parts: AHAR and Vision II.  

 

AHAR :  
(Academy of Humans As Re-
sources) It is aimed at generating 
self-employment in 100 villages 
through providing meaningful train-
ing program to 400 hundred young 
adults enabling them to be self-
sufficient and remain in their vil-
l ages ,  thereby genera t ing 
“Confidence”. Youth from 100 
nearby villages will be gathered 
and trained in skills that would as-
sist them in becoming self-reliant. 
The youth are of the age group of 
17-30 years come from 100 villages 
in and around Haripuram which is 
small village near Vishakhapatnam 
in rural Andhra Pradesh.  

 

The main occupation in these vil-
lages is agriculture, the income 
from which is insufficient to help 
them sustain throughout the year. It 
is envisioned that the Academy will 
be located at Haripuram, and would 
offer training to participants cover-
ing the entire district of Visakhapat-
nam. This academy will be known 
as Academy of Humans As Re-
sources (AHAR - which means food 
in Hindi, the national language of 
India). The courses that would be 
offered are dress making for 
women, soap and detergent mak-
ing, bakery and biscuits, washing 
soap production, computer opera-
tion and repair, electrical repairs, 
pump maintenance, etikopakka 
toys, hand made paper from rags, 
waste banana fiber, screen printing, 
agricultural skills like floriculture, 
vegetable gardening, masonry and 
carpentry.  
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The district of Dharmapuri in Southern 
India is home to some of the poorest of 

India’s masses. Economic and social diffi-
culties force many families to send their 
children to work in fields and mills. Under 
such conditions, it is to be expected that 
children with disabilities are more prone to 
becoming victims of child labor. The idea 
of “what will a child who cannot hear or 
speak accomplish by going to school” 
often proves to be too strong an argument 
in favor of sending such a child to work as 
a laborer. 

 

The “Rotary Vivekananda School for the 
Deaf” is a non-profit school based in the 
village Pidamaneri in Dharmapuri. This 
school, established with the help of the 
Rotary Club aims at providing basic edu-
cation and vocational training to children 
with hearing or speech disabilities. Most of 
the children attending this school come 
from extremely poor families, with their 
parents having little or no education. The 
school was started in 1993, by the “Sri 
Vivekananda Charitable and Endowment 
Trust”, to provide free education to the 
physically challenged children hailing from 
the socially and economically backward 
families in and around the village of Pida-
maneri. The school provides free board-
ing, meals and clothing to seventy odd 
children who study there. Currently, edu-
cation is provided only till the eighth grade 
after which the children have the option of 
joining a government run school for the 
hearing disabled – which charges a small 
fee. However, economic difficulties force 
the majority of the children graduating 
from this school to return to laboring in the 
fields. According to Mr. Rao, a vocational 
training centre is on the cards and will 
soon be implemented.  
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 VISION II:  
Teachers use tactile books, which is 
different from conventional Braille 
books. It is a joyful play-way method of 
education and is not readily available. 
Each book requires a lot of meticulous 
care and is to be made by an experi-
enced teacher, spending two months of 
time. There is an urgent need for 26 
textbooks, each cost about Rs. 1000 ($ 
24) which is only the labour cost of the 
book as it is made with utmost care. 
The strength of the classes from 1 to 5 
is about 10 each. For classes 1 and 2, 
they teach subjects like Mathematics, 
Telugu, Social Studies and Sciences, 
for classes 3 to 5; they also teach Eng-
lish in addition to these subjects. The 
students are capable of understanding, 
assimilating and remember the points 
when someone reads out to them. How-
ever, there aren’t enough volunteers 
who would come and explain to them. 
The school needs funds to bear the 
traveling expenses to motivate well-
educated citizens including housewives 
from neighboring villages to spare two 
hours with them. There is a need for 
making the children capable enough to 
stand on their own and face the world 
after completion of their education. The 
school also has a vocational wing; how-

ever it lacks equipments and trained 
personnel to assist the children. Asha 
Toledo in collaboration with BCT would 
provide this school with tactile books 
and the necessary equipments for the 
vocational wing. We are currently look-
ing towards making of the tactile books 
which will be followed by buying equip-
ments and simultaneous appointment of 
trained personnel and teachers. 

 

Visit: http://www.ashanet.org/toledo/
confidence.htm 
Project Stewards:  
Binal Shah - 
binalshah2002@yahoo.com  
Srikanth Pilla -  skpilla@gmail.com 
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Thank you very much for making Ra-
galahari-2005 and Pibare Krishna 
Rasam events a great success. We are 
also deeply indebted to all the artists for 
their selfless-voluntary performance 
which spell bound us all. With your help 
we were able to collect sizeable 
amounts of money to fund at least 2 
projects this year. These events gar-
nered amazing response, giving us a lot 
of encouragement for our future en-
deavours. We wish to convey our heart 
felt appreciation to generous donors 
from the Toledo community and Univer-
sity of Toledo for their sponsorship and 
everlasting support. We hope to con-
tinue with current trend and bring in 
“quality events” for the years to come. 
Looking forward to meet you again in 
Ragalahari-2006.�
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                                                          Few nights would have satisfied 
    the cultural appetite of Toledo’s 
    dance lovers as much as the 
    night of the 24th of September, 
    when the Toledo chapter of 
    “Asha for Education” presented 
    the renowned danseuse Mrs. 
    Sujatha Srinivasan and her 
    troupe from “Shri Kala Mandir”, 
    (based in Cleveland, OH) at the 
    Ottawa Hills High School audito-
rium. The program, titled “Pibare Krishna Rasam”, had everything 
that a lover of Indian dance could ask for; carefully chosen songs, 
mellifluous music and talented performers – all in line with the estab-
lished Indian houses of music and dance.  Accompanying Mrs. Srini-
vasan and her troupe were the famous vocalist, Mrs. Pusthakam 
Ramaa, percussionist Mr. Janardhan Rao, and ‘Veena’ Jayshree on 
the ‘Veena’. Asha Toledo would like to thank the entire Toledo com-
munity for their generous contributions towards this event and for 
making it a huge success. We extend our special thanks to Mrs. Su-
jatha Srinivasan and her troupe for their voluntary performance which 
all of us will relish for the years to come. 

The immediate need, however, hap-
pens to be that of “group hearing aids” 
which would directly impact these un-
fortunates. Asha-Toledo has been con-
sidering funding the school for these 
hearing aids as a prospective project. 
Site visits to the school are underway 
to determine the need standing of the 
school. “Project Challenge”, as it has 
been tentatively dubbed, will focus on 
funding, or channeling funds, to ensure 
that appropriate opriate quantity of 
these group hearing aids will be avail-
able for the students of this school. To 
that extent, a portion of the funds 
raised from Asha’s presentation of the 
dance drama “Pibare Krishna Rasam” 
organized on the 24th of September at 
the Ottawa Hills High School and per-
formed by Mrs. Sujatha Srinivasan and 
her troupe from Cleveland, have al-
ready been set aside to be used to 
fund this project – should the need 
arise. 

For more information contact: 

Project Steward:  Sarnath Santhanam 

E-mail:  sarnath_s@yahoo.com 
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We at Asha Toledo are always in the 
look out for deserving projects in various 
parts of India. Our past as well as ongo-
ing projects have been mostly concen-
trated in the southern part of India. So, 
this time we decided to expand our hori-
zon by taking up a project in the western 
part of India, in Maharashtra.  

“Dnyanada Shikshan Sanstha” is a vol-
untary organization which runs five 
schools in rural part of Maharashtra 
(Narayangaon, dist. Pune). A girl’s 
school from 5th – 10th grade in Narayan-
gaon; a co-ed school from 5th – 10th 
grade in Mangrul (suburbs of Narayan-
gaon); an “Ashram Shala” (residential 
school) especially for tribal children from 
1st- 7th grade in Alme (tribal zone near 
Narayangaon) and a middle school also 
till 10th grade in Narayangaon. “Dyanada 
Shikshan Sanstha” in addition to educat-
ing children; intends to set up an acad-
emy for women, where they will be 
trained in cooking, nursing and tailoring.  

Construction of the building for this acad- 

emy is underway and Asha Toledo is 
eager to help the Sanstha in this regard. 

Project Steward:  Pallavi Kulkarni 

E-mail:  pkulkarn@eng.utoledo.edu 
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In this project, we are focusing on provid-
ing basic amenities like food and primary 
education for the children of tribal com-
munities. We started our endeavor with 
the tribes in Thane district of Maharash-
tra, India. Asha Toledo in association 
with a social organization known as 
“Vanavasi Vidyarthi Vikas Yojana” is cur-
rently involved in providing nutritious food 
to pregnant women and children in the 
age group of 1-6 years in the villages 
Toranshet and Brahman Paada.  We 
have been supporting these two villages 
for the past two months, with funds of 
$300. Long term goal of this project is to 
develop infrastructure for schools in four 
villages in Thane dist. This project would 
require funds of $4400 per year  

Project Steward: Unmesh Chinte 

E-mail : unmesh55@yahoo.com 
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                            95% of Asha funds come from individuals like you. Please donate generously. 

                          Yes! I would like to make a tax-deductible donation in the amount of: 

 

�_ $25 _ $50 _ $100 _ Other                                                                                                                    

 

Name: ____________________________________________________Phone:____________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________State:_____ Zip:__________� 
Email:________________________________ 

     Asha for Education is a federally tax-exempt organization as described in IRS Code Section 501(c)(3). All contributions          

     to it are tax-deductible to the full extent permitted by law.  

     Please send checks 

               Payable to “Asha for Education” to: 
                    A s h a  f o r  E d u c a t i o n ,  2 8 0 1  W e s t  B a n c r o f t  S t r e e t  M a i l s t o p  1 0 5 ,   

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f T o l e d o , T o l e d o ,  O H - 4 3 6 0 6  
. 

�

����������	�
����������	�
����������	�
����������	�
� ���


