                          Tsunami Site-visit report


District:  Nagapattinam
Third site visit made: On 10th -13th March 2005
Participants: Dhanalakshmi, Sathya Priya and Murali Mani 

Documented by: M.Sathya Priya
 

Volunteers visited the following villages in Nagapattinam:
 

1.  Akkaraipettai          
2.  Keechankuppam 
3.   Kallar   
4.   Vilundhamavadi 
5.   Seruthur   
6.   Pattinacheri      
7.   Vananmahadevi 
8.   Kovilpathu  

 


General:


We left Chennai on 10th March at 10.30 pm by bus and reached Nagapattinam in the morning around 4.30am.  From Nagapattinam, it took half an hour to reach LAFTI, an organization working on land issues for the farmers with the mission of land for the tillers. LAFTI became a transit home for the Asha volunteers who are going for monthly site visits to Nagapattinam for accommodation and food.

School visit:


On 11th morning, we planned to visit five schools in different villages to give the book set and toy kits for the children.  

The educational materials proposed by Asha, which contain the book set and toy kits are given to the schools as follows:

1. Government Primary School

Pattinacheri

2.  Jeeva Rathnam School


Akkaraipettai

3.  Government Primary School

Kallar

4.  Government Primary School

Vilundhamavadi, West

5.  Government Middle School

Seruthur

1. Government Primary School, Pattinacheri:


It is a primary school (I to V), 122 children are enrolled.  Three teachers are working including the headmistress.  School building consists of three classes (I, II and V) in a big hall and two classes (III and IV) in a room. 

      We spoke to the Headmistress, Ms Chandra Leela regarding the book set and toy kits.  We gave the feedback form and book name list to her.  The filled feedback form will be taken back during our next visit.  The headmistress said that 20 children of that school died in tsunami. At the time, we gave few books to the children to read it.  We saw the happiness on the children face looking at the educational materials.

2.  Jeeva Rathnam School, Akkaraipettai

 
It is a private school (L.K.G to V), 180 children are enrolled.  Eight teachers are working including the headmaster. This school is referred by Uma (Suyam Charitable Trust) to provide the book set to this school.  

      
We spoke to the Headmaster, Mr Babu regarding the book set and toy kits.  We gave the feedback form and book name list to him.  The filled feedback form will be taken back during our next visit.  In this school, 12 children died in tsunami.  We made the children to read the books and showed the playing materials.  

3.  Government Primary School, Kallar


It is a primary school (L.K.G to V), 119 children are enrolled.  Three teachers are working including the headmistress. This school is situated near the temporary shelter constructed by the Government.  

      
We spoke to the Headmistress Saroja regarding the book set and toy kits.  We gave the feedback form and book name list to him.  The filled feedback form will be taken back during our next visit.  In this school, 20 children died in tsunami. Here we spent more time with the children. We made the children to read the books and showed the playing materials. The headmistress is very much interested.


Most of the children are orphan and semi-orphan in this school.  They gave a thanking letter immediately after receiving the book set and toy kits.  Children asked for dresses from us.  We have already planned process to provide dresses for Kallar school children.

4.  Government Primary School, Vilundhamavadi(West)


It is a primary school (L.K.G to V), 204 children are enrolled.  Five teachers are working including the headmaster.

      
We spoke to the Headmaster Ramaswamy regarding the book set and toy kits.  We gave the feedback form and book name list to him.  The filled feedback form will be taken back during our next visit.  In this school, two children died in tsunami. Here we spent more time with the children. We made the children to sing a song.  Most of the children are orphan and semi-orphan in this school. Teachers are very cooperative and teaching well.  

5.  Government Middle School, Seruthur


It is a government middle school (I to VIII), 500 children are enrolled.  Five teachers are working including the headmaster.

      
We spoke to the Headmaster Gilbert regarding the book set and toy kits.  We gave the feedback form and book name list to him.  The filled feedback form will be taken back during our next visit.  In this school, thirty-seven children died in tsunami.  The school building is bad in shape.  They need help in improving the school building because there are no sufficient classrooms for children. 

Village visit:

On 12th morning we planned to make village visit to all eight villages as follows:

1.  Akkaraipettai          
2.  Keechankuppam 
3.   Kallar   
4.   Vilundhamavadi 
5.   Seruthur   
6.   Pattinacheri      
7.   Vananmahadevi 
8.   Kovilpathu  

 

1. Akkaraipettai:


We met the self-help members and explained that we are working on the needs.

2. Keechankuppam:


We spoke to youth group in that village and gathered about relief work in case of boats and nets.  They have given the list of people who need the boats and nets as compensation from the Government. But no reaction from government end.  People are living in temporary shelter who lost their houses.

3. Kallar:

            We spend some time with the children in recreational centre by playing with them. Children were drawing pictures.  It was a holiday time, so children were there in the centre doing some activities, which the help of special teachers appointed by NGO’s.

4. Vilundhamavadi:

We visited Vilundhamavadi(North) where People’s Development Association adopted 30 families in that village of supporting all aspects.  This organization is doing a good work in this village from top to bottom supporting of all the needs of the people.

5. Pattinacheri:

We met all the girls in that village and explained that we are working on clothes.  They started going to colleges.  Still they are in the fear of tsunami hearing the sound of waves in night.  The villagers are not having peaceful sleep.    
6. Kovilpathu:

In this village, the agricultural land of 70 acres of all the farmers have been affected due to salt water entered during tsunami.  CASA (Church’s Auxillary for Social Action) an organization helped in cleaning the land of 70 acres.  The farmers are thinking what cultivation is suitable for the land at present.  Till now, no government support is reached as compensation for the land.  
