Tsunami Site visit

District: Kanniyakumari 

Site visit made: On 16th and 17th January 2005

Aim of the visit:

· To observe and study  about the district about Tsunami affected areas of Kanniyakumari.

· What are the relief work done by government and NGO.

· To determine short and long term rehabitation work in these area.

Attendees: Visiting Volunteers: 

· Chandravel  (T.N.)

· Viswanathan (T.N.)

· Balasubramaniam (T.N) 

· Raja Hussian (UP)

· Moid Khan (UP)

· Riyaz Ali (UP)

Resource person from the community: 

· Mr. Bengamin

· Mr. Albin

· Mr. Fr. Selvaraj

· Mr. Johnson 

· Mr. Alphonze and 

· Mr. Sundar Raj.

Visited villages: 

 Volunteers visited six areas in Kanniyakumari are given below:

1. Keelamanakudi

2. Kottilpadu

3. Pillaithoppu 

4. Azhikal.

5. Kolichal

6. Kanyakumari:

a) Siluvai Nagar

b) Vawathurai

c) Puthugrammam.

NGO’s working in these villages:

· Unicef

· Red cross

· SOS Children’s Village of  India

· SCAD

· ESOPE 

· EFFICOR

Details:

Keelamanakudi:


The village is situated near the coastal areas ,most of people were fisherman community, the person who affected are stayed in camps. Thirty five people were died in this village.

There is link bridge between keelamankudi and Melamanakudi that is vanished by Tsunami ,at present the peoples are going around  20km from this area. The bridge  contains eight pillar ,each pillar contains 800kg. The bridge is totally collapsed.

Relief work:

· Governments and NGO’s   are arranging medical facilities ,is still  

      on progress.

· The process of Uncief  is providing a purifying the drinking water.



·  Government providing (4000 Rupees + 60 kg rice) for affected houses  only for  700 people.

Needs:

· Six hundred Families are not recieved  rices. They needed  Six hundred  

           rice sacks.

· The school children need counseling’s and guidance from Special 

           teacher or volunteers.

· Need to postpone  their examinations for few month because they lost 

           their books.

Kottilpadu:


In Kanniyakumari  this village is  severely affected by Tsunami . Very few houses are left behind. Thousands of houses are washed away. In this area are about  220 people were dead.

Fishermen lost there working equipment like cattamaram, boats . They living with relief  properties what government and NGO’s providing .  

J. Merlin Mary Jenitha (Third year IT (BE)). Elder daughter. Two younger brothers (Jenil and Jenish). Father killed in Tsunami in front of her. Said she doesn’t want any food or clothes. She wants to get a job so she can take care of her family and her village.

Relief work:

· Governments and NGO’s   are arranging medical works ,is still on   

      progress.

· The process of S C A D is providing a counseling for the children and  

      taking  survey.



· Government providing (4000 Rupees + 60 kg rice) for affected houses.

· NGO  provided  temporary shelters  in this village.

· Reconstructing the schools through  NGO’s.

· These two hundred and twenty dead bodies are buried in single  

     ditch.

Needs:


1) Needed  a counseling to peoples  through  NGO’s in this village.

2) 500 families are needed  rice sacks because rest of people are left out without getting    rice sacks.

3) They needed Two hundred new lungis  to wear.

Pillaithoppu:



In this village Fifty seven  people are died, these dead bodies are burial in same ditch. It is point out by the pillars  and  Two Hundred and Fifty houses are washed away.

The  problem of fishermen are lost their own boats and catamarams .The major problem to children were to provide a school  stuffs for them.


In this village Albin Joyes  who lost her husband in Tsunami . She was faint on seeing the peoples were died in Tsunami, She and her(Kemila –9th std ,Jenisa-7th std,Prema-3rd) three female children were escaped from Tsunami. She need a fund to resolve the problem of her children’s education.

 Relief work:

· Governments and NGO’s   are arranging medical works ,is still on   

           progress.

· The process of  Save our children ,S C A D is providing a  counseling     

           and relief for the children .



· Government providing (4000 Rupees + 60 kg rice) for affected houses.

· NGO  provided  temprory shelters  in this village.

· In this village Fifty seven dead bodies were buried  in single ditch. 

Needs:

· Motivation centre and counseling for a school children and for  

           youth.

· In this village  Two Hundred  Uniforms  and bags are needed  for  

           children .

· Four Hundred rice sacks are needed for affected people who were left behind.

· Fisherman needed working equipments required because they need not  want  to live in relief funds.

Azhikal:

This village is adjoining village of Pillaithoppu  through Tsunami .More than Hundred Houses washed away .Eight peoples were dead in this village. They are not concentrating on this village, this village is left behind.

Relief work:

· Governments and NGO’s   are arranging medical works ,is still on progress.

· Government providing (4000 Rupees + 60 kg rice) for affected houses, for a   few people.



Needs:

· Motivation centre and counseling for a school children and for youth.

· Fisherman needed working equipments required because they need not  want  to live in relief funds.

· Medical facility is need to provide for communal diseases.

Kolichal:


This village is also severely affected area through Tsunami. This  is the major affected village there nearly Eight Hundred houses are washed out and few houses are collapsed, cattamaram and boats are vanished. 

          In Kolichal the death toll is raised to Three Hundred and Twenty. So  Many of the NGO’s are focusing on  this village. Few NGO’s are providing temprory shelter (Tin houses)

for affected people. 


The Fisher community people express their feelings that  they need to work. so they required  working equipments because they need not  want  to live in relief funds.

           In this area many dead bodies are find here  ,these Three Hundred and  Twenty dead bodies are burial in a single ditch.

Relief work:

· S O S Children of India are providing temprory shelter (Tin houses)

           for affected people. 

· Governments and NGO’s   are arranging medical works ,is still on progress.

· Government providing (4000 Rupees + 60 kg rice) for affected houses.

Needs:

· Fisherman needed working equipments required because they    don’t need to be idle.

· Motivation centre and counseling for a school children and for youth.

· Medical facility is need to provide for communal diseases.

· They required three Hundred uniform to children.

·  New Lungis  required .

Kanniyakumari (adjoining villages given below):
· Siluvai Nagar



· Vavathurai

· Puthugrammam

Details about three adjoining villages: have been affected by Tsunami
· Siluvai Nagar

· Vavathurai

· Puthugrammam 

Relief Work:

These villages are focused by Governments and NGO’s. Many  had frequent food stuffs and rice sacks and 4000 rupees are recieved by them.

Needs:

	Village Name
	# Cattamarans
	# Canoes
	# Boats
	# Houses

	Siluvai Nagar
	19
	3
	0
	0

	Vavathurai
	29
	39
	7
	18 (Govt is providing)

	Puthugrammam
	7
	14
	4
	0


                   Overall Opinion

The areas have been affected pretty badly. People are saying that they don’t want to keep taking food for free. They want their livelihood restored. They will be willing to work together to resture livelihood.

Govt seems to have done a super job with the immediate relief work. NGOs seem to be doing a pretty good job overall. Individual people are also contributing in the relief effort. There seems to be some duplication of effort as well.

The volunteers who visited felt quite bad that these people had worked hard and built a decent living. Now everything lies in shambles.

What we learned

We have to do something concrete. There are a lot of rumors. The children’s psychological state is more fragile than we had imagined. Slowly life in this area needs to be brought back to normalcy.

Action Items

1) Mobile Counselling Center in each district – immediate response team for a month.

2) Counselling Center in each village and school.

3) Career guidance center for youth – 1 for every 10 villages or so.

4) Immediately they need 2500 rice bags, 500 uniforms, bas and notebooks, medicinces, health camps, 500 lungis and sarees/chudidars.

