Tsunami Site-visit

District:  Nagapattinam

Site visit made: On 16th January 2005 -  20th January 2005

Attendees: 

· Prasanna (Asha Chicago)

· Dhanalakshmi (Asha Honor)

· Ajay Patel (U.P)

· Sri Ram (Mumbai)

Attendees:  Volunteers visited thirteen areas in Nagapattinam. It follows:

1.  Akkaraipettai             

2.  Keechankuppam

3.   Kallar

4.   Vilundhamavadi

5.   Seruthur

6.   Pattinacheri

7.   Nambiyar Nagar

8.   Vananmahadevi

9.   Vellapallam

10. Pushpavanam

11. Thopputhurai

12. Kodikerrai

13. Kovilpathu

     NGO’s working in these villages:

	Name of village
	NGO's officially working in this area
	NGOs we saw working in this area

	Akkarapettai
	Seva Bharathi, World Vision, Sethu Seva Sangh, National Movement Trust, Tata Relief Committee
	Tata Relief, World Vision, Unicef, Sethu Seva Sangh, LAFTI

	Keechankuppam
	TMSSS, Sewa Bharati, World Vision, Sethu Seva Sangh, National Movement Trust
	Tdh-G, Psycho Trust, TNMMK, World Vision, Unicef, TWAD, ONGC Relief, Tata Relief, Rashtriya Yuva Sangh, LAFTI

	Kallar
	Seva Bharati, World Vision, GOAL + Salvation Army, Project Concern International
	REAL-PLAN, Tdh-G, WorldVision, Unicef, Gandhi Peace Keeping Center

	Vilundhamavadi
	TMSSS, Tata Relief, GOAL
	Gandhi Peace Keeping Center, GOAL

	Seruthur
	Seva Bharati, Sethu Seva Sangh, National Movement Trust, Tata Relief Committee, Dayanadand Education Trust, Project Concern International, CASA, Art of living society
	Dayanand Education Trust, Art of Living, Lucas TVS

	Pattinacheri
	TMSS, EFICOR, World Vision, Goal, Project Concern International
	Red Swastik, some Muslim org, EFICOR, World Vision

	Nambiyar Nagar
	TMSSS, Project Concern International
	Unknown

	Vanavanmahadevi
	TMSSS, World Vision
	Unknown

	Vellapallam
	TMSSS, World Vision, SEVA
	Unknown

	Pushpavanam
	TMSSS, Project Concern International, CASA
	Unknown

	Thopputhurai
	
	SIFFS

	Kodikkarai
	TMSSS, GOAL
	Unaffected area

	Kovilpathu
	CASA
	None


Details:

1. Akarapettai:

                      In this area, the volunteers spoke with Anandhi and she was expressing that all the children were playing on the sea shore. All the children were taken away by Tsunami.  Men who went for fishing did not return.  She belongs to a self help group.  In this area, 65 SHGs exist.  Members in the self help group also died. School was closed at that time (day before schools opened).


Roads are badly damaged. People from North have visited to work on Tsunami relief. We all joined together and got into the work of cleaning the roads.  Few youths came forward to clean the roads. Government people started to clean the place after seeing our work.


Sriram (5 yrs) is a boy who got hurt by a big log on his head during Tsunami.  From that time, his mind has changed.  He is not talking to anyone at present. Limited treatment is going but no appropriate medical facilities is provided. Both his sisters were also injured.

Relief Work:

· Cleaning work is going on by NGO’s and Government.

· All affected families got Rs.4000 and Rs.2000 for less damaged houses and 1 lakh for each death.

Needs:

· Boats and nets

· Better medical care

2. Keechankuppam:


This village is badly affected by tsunami. Probably most affected in India. Most affected in Nagapattinam certainly.. Many boats, nets and houses got damaged.  Lot of deaths happened in this village.  Temporary shelter work is going on.  At present, people are staying with their relative houses, community centers. 


Children are still in the fear.  People don’t want to leave their original dwellings. Roads are totally damaged. Houses were full of sand and bricks now.  Volunteers worked for 3 days there in cleaning the main roads and houses.  Lot of heavy labor done by volunteers from Maharashtra, UP, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Orissa. These people are having great livelihood problem. Tdh-G had organized a day-camp for kids with painting, singing, acting etc. We spoke with the children, started singing songs, played in the sand and making them happy and entertained them.

Relief Work:

· Indian Army  supports them by repairing the  Motors for boats.

· Cleaning work by volunteers and after seeing that the Government followed.

· All affected families got Rs.  4000 and Rs. 2000 for less damaged houses.

Needs:

· Boats and nets

· Better medical care

3.Kallar:


      This village is situated 4km away from Nagapattinam. One hundred people died in this village. Among them 40 children died.  School building is in good condition.  The total strength of the students in that school was 134 children before Tsunami. Later the number has come down to 129 children in that school.  Volunteers visited the school and entertain the children by singing songs and talking to the children. Sweets were given. One or two children were asking for financial help.  Children are in the fear of tsunami still in their minds.  


One boy Ayyappa (6 yrs.) was crying and saying that his mother is still alive not died repeatedly. These people are having great livelihood problem. Temporary shelter is constructed and 5 families is staying there.

Relief Work:

· Temporary Shelter by NGO’s

· Public toilets construction by Government

· All affected families got Rs.4000 and Rs.2000 for less damaged houses.

Needs:

· Children need psychological support

· Boats and nets for livelihood

4.Vilundhamavadi:


 
                         This village is situated 12km away from Nagapattinam. Thirteen people died in this area.  In the village, 147 families were exist. At present, 120 families are staying in relief camps. Many lost their boats, nets and houses.  School is not affected.  All the children were present while school re-open.  Exams were going on during our visit to the school.  This made all volunteers feel that it is a burden on children. Temporary shelter construction is going on. 

Relief Work:

· NGO’s working on temporary shelter and water supply

· Gandhi Peace Keeping trust providing food.

Needs:

· Boats and nets

· Toilets in school

· 50 bags

5.Seruthur:


           This village is situated 7km away from Nagapattinam. A lot of NGO’s are working in this village. So we just drove through it to avoid the hulla-gulla.

6.Pattinacheri:

    This village was badlly affected. In that area, 480 people died in Tsunami. Among them 170 children died.  Totally 500 houses got damaged. Till now, fourty families have not got any support.  One hundred children are destitute living in relief camps. Children still in the fear of 26th January about next tsunami may occur.  Temporary shelter under construction. Every family find Rs. 4000.00 except 40 family but some girls said that we purcased all family member one sheet clothes and it is not enough we are young and you can understand. The govt. taking exam we are feering of them it is a huge boundation on us we have no books and how any student  can give the exam? Near about 98 children their parents died   and they are living in the camp. Miss Sumadi (22) says that I do not seem hungry.I saw the sea waves that how waves destroy our village and mens.

Kavi Aresan (7) and Kamali (6) want to play with the children of society .After spending some time with volunteer they make the friend and shared their thoughtes and worryies.And started to dance, play crickets, jokes and other activities. 


Sumathy and Padmapriya came forward to help us and give their support to bring change in their village.

Relief Work:
· All the affected families are in relief camps.

· So many malaba  waste near sea

· Temporary  sheltre under construction

Needs:

· Psychological Support

· Boats and nets

· Permanent shelter.

· Clothes and books for all

· Govt. cancelled their exam. 

7.Kovilpathu:



    This village is situated 22km away from Nagapattinam.  In this area, 50 families are affected. Fourty acres of land got flooded and it is a cultivated land.But no any pperson loss in this village it became an useless land upto 10 years.  So people are asking for compensation from Government for that land. According to the brother of  Village panchayat  president make the list of benifitures  himself not in open meeting .

Needs:

· Land for farming

· Compensation for their loss.
· Open meeting in Village Panchayat during any decision making.
Over all Long term needs:

· Drinking water

· Public Toilets

· Sewage tank

· Roads

· Boats and Catamarams

· Burial Ground

· Permanent shelter

· Fishing License

· Medical facilities

· Good Environment

Relief Work (Government and NGO’s)

· Immediate food packets

· Clothes

· Bedsheets

· Mat

· Kitchen Utensils

· Pots and buckets

· Temporary shelter

