Second follow up visit to Kaniyakumari

Second follow up site visit made on                15 –21st February 2005
Attendees:    Chandravel (Asha Honor), Jeba Durai (Asha Honor), Bala Subramaniyan (Asha Honor), Benjamin (local leader), Albin (local leader),P.K.R.Kannan(Asha honor)

 

Kaniyakumari District is situated at the Southern most tip of Indian Peninsula.  The coastline extends over 68km and is almost regular except for some points and land projecting into the sea at Kaniyakumari.



As Kanniyakumari occupies unique place among the tourist centres of India where water of three seas namely the Arabian Sea, the Indian Ocean and the Bay of Bengal.  It is one of the most important pilgrims centres in India.



A massive sea earthquake measuring 8.5 on the Richter Scale struck the coastal village of Kaniyakumari district on 26.12.04 between 9.00 am to 10.00 am.  Due to the formation of TSUNAMI tidal waves incalculable damage is caused to both lives and properties in the 33 coastal belt villages.  Since the disaster hit the district soon after the grand festivity of Christmas and Suchindrum car festival most of the children and tourist from all over the country who came to Kaniyakumari became prey of natures most devastating furies.



The details of damages caused to the fisher folk by Tsunami in Kaniyakumari district and the quantum of department wise damages and relief measures taken thereafter areas detailed below:

DAMAGES:


1. No of villages affected


33

 
2. Total fishermen population


                  in the affected villages


1,87,680

3 HUMAN LIVES

a. Total no of human lives lost

817

b. No of bodies disposed so far

817

c. No of person-missing including 

    fishermen



232

d. No of fishermen missing

193

e. No of other person missing

39

f. No of persons sustained injured

962

4. No of cattle cost



3326

5. No of Kacha houses and washed away

     estimated loss



9367

6. No of pucca building damages 

    estimated loss



7833

7. No of cases in which household

     articles and personal belongings

     damaged estimated loss


13,800

8. No of families not directly affected

    but lost their livelihood and stayed at 

    rescue camps



13,901

DEPARTMENT TENTATIVE ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGES:

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT – DAMAGE TO CROPS

Name of crop




Area/No of trees

Paddy






6 Hec

Coconut below 5 yrs




170

Coconut above 5 yrs




62

Banana






1250

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

No of cattle lost




3326

Poultry lost





24835

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT

No of mechanized boats damaged


346

No of mechanized boats missing


5

No of country boats




1 Kattamaran




8654


2. Vallams without OBM


1822


3. Vallams with OBM



2550

            4. No of FRP Boats damaged


44


5. No of Gillnets damaged


19446


6. No of Trawl and shore shine nets

                 damaged




140

DRINKING WATER SUPPLY (TWAD BOARD)

For restoration of drinking water system

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (PRIMARY SCHOOL)

Destruction school building and compound wall

HEALTH (Public Health/Trauma/PHC)

Damages to building:

1. Building 

Damages to PHC building

2

Damages to HSC Building

7

2.   Equipments



9

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Fishermen rest sheet




2

Damages to PWD structure



6

Restoration cost of silted river mouth


2 places

TOURISM (PWD WORKS)


Because of the unprecedented destruction, tourism is badly affected in the district.  The inflow of tourists gone down by 90% of the normal arrivals. 

a. Damage to two ferries and jetty owned by Poompuhar

b. Thiruvalluvar Statue in Kaniyakumari

c. Kamarajar Mandapam at Kaniyakumari

d. Kamarajar Memorial at Kaniyakumari

e. Boat Jetty at Manakudikayal

f. Damages to Chothavilai Beach

           RURAL DEVELOPMENT/ LOCAL BODIES HOUSING (already estimated)


          Fully damages



954


          Partly damages



521

                      Fishermen Housing


265


Village Panchayat (Basic Amenities)

                       No of assets damages


1791

                       Quantum of damage                            To be ascertained

            Town Panchayat  (Basic Amenities)

                        No of assets damages


272

                       Quantum of damage                            To be ascertained

Colachel Municipalities  (Basic Amenities)

                        No of assets damages


272

                       Quantum of damage                            To be ascertained


HIGHWAYS


Damage of Roads


72.55 kms



Damage of Bridges


2 Nos

We visited all the villages as a second follow up.  In the visit, we met the Collector of Kaniyakumari district, Mr. Sunil Balivel, various NGO’s working in this districts and Village Panchayat leaders.  The purpose of the visit is to establish a ground team in the

 affected village areas.  We had a discussion with youth group, women group in all villages.  We found the common need prioritized by the village people as follows:

PRIPORITIES FOR KANIYAKUMARI AFFECTED VILLAGES:

    1.Counselling Centres

Counselling centres



6 centres

Funds needed:

One Centre rent



Rs.750

Six centres




Rs.4500

Total amount for 6 centres per year

Rs.54000

Honourarium  






Two counselor
  3000x2


Rs.6000

Total amount for a year


Rs.72, 000

Total fund for counseling centres

Rs.1, 26,000

2. Tailoring Unit in Melamanakudi

Funds needed:

Five Machines:


Rs.2500x5= Rs.12, 500

One Embroidery


Rs.4000x1= Rs.4, 000

Teacher Honorarium


Rs.1500x1= Rs.1, 500

Raw Materials


    

         Rs.10, 000

Total






Rs.28, 000

           3. Scholarship program:

Scholarship program for orphan and semi-parent children of 30 children in all six villages

30 children * Rs.2500




Rs.75, 000

4. Computer Centre

    5 computers




           Rs. 1 lakh
   One trainer honorarium



Rs.1500

    For a year                              


Rs.18000

5. Boat repair:
10 boats repair work




Rs.10 lakhs

(40 families)

6. Provisions:

One family




Rs.500

300 families * Rs.500



Rs.1, 50,000










7. Dress Materials:


     One lungi





Rs.120






                 500 Lungi * 120




Rs.60, 000

 
      150 chudithar




Rs.22, 500
