ASHA FOR EDUCATION - YALE UNIVERSITY

Asha for Education is an all-volunteer organization dedicated to the basic education of underprivileged children in India. Asha was started in the summer of 1991 at the University of California-Berkeley.  Since then, Asha has grown to more than 35 chapters in the United States, India, Europe and Australia. The Yale chapter of Asha was founded in February 1999. 

Through the years Asha chapters have sponsored the education and well-being of children living in slums, on the streets, and in tribal and remote areas; as well as abandoned children and physically and mentally handicapped children. Asha guidelines allow funding solely to organizations that do not discriminate on the basis of gender, caste, creed, or religion.

Asha is a zero-overhead organization. All donations to Asha are used towards projects in India. Administrative expenses are either raised separately or borne by volunteers.

Asha-Yale Projects
Child Welfare Project, Midnapur, W. Bengal. The Child Welfare Project aids 416 children living in eight neighboring villages in Midnapur district. The residents of these villages are members of the Santhal tribe, most of whom work as daily laborers, coolies, brickfield workers, and rickshaw and cart pullers. Children within the Child Welfare Project are provided with remedial education, books, uniforms, warm clothing, milk, bread, biscuits, and regular health checkups. The academic success rate of children within the project is approximately 97% compared to an academic success rate of 33% for children outside the project. The Child Welfare Project is run under the auspices of the Sarada Kalyan Bhandar, a registered women’s organization. Asha-Yale contributes annually to this project.
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Ashram School, W. Bengal. In the Bankura district of West Bengal, a local man started searching the way to educate poor girls. He has traveled throughout India to learn of other benevolent works, helped tirelessly to educate men in his own village, and motivated people to find the most incredible gift of all, “helping others”. He is fondly called “Prabhuji” by everybody. Several people have accepted his vision, “helping others”, as their life-long work. With the help of five such courageous women, in the year of 1996, Prabhuji has started his dream school, Shamayita Convent School (Ashram School). The school is open to people of any cast and religion. Other projects being run by the NGO (Shamayita Math) are i) a ten bed hospital ii) a small scale garment store run by local women iii) a small mobile hospital run by a local doctor and supported by the Ashram iv) free tutoring for the boys from local schools v) handicraft work by trained tribal women vi) a small scale ground spice store vii) agriculture of vegetables and pulses by local people viii) a small press run by men living in the Ashram. Asha-Yale has funded school lunches for children attending the Ashram School, since many of the kids hardly get any proper meals during the day at home, and so the school meal serves as an incentive to attend school.

Lok Mitra, Dhedhuki (Rajkot), Gujarat.1 Lok Mitra is a rural development project based in a particularly challenging area of the Panchal that faces both acute and chronic shortages of water. Lok Mitra, started over 10 years ago, has built a kindergarten and established a non-formal school in Dhedhuki, and conducted several rural development and educational programs in the region. Proposals from Lok Mitra include requests for the support of the non-formal school and kindergarten in Dhedhuki and the establishment of similar schools and kindergartens in neighboring villages. The funds for these projects are raised separately.

Girl’s Bicycle project, Maharashtra. Higher primary and secondary schools are most often located in a central village, which may be at a distance of several kilometers from satellite villages. The purpose of the girls bicycle project is to allow girls to overcome the distance barrier to education. The NGO (Mann Vikas Samjik Sanstha) and bank (Mann Deshi Mahila Bank, Ltd) are promoting a scheme whereby the parents of girls can apply for zero percent loans towards the purchase of a bicycle.

Bicycle given under the freedom ride scheme

Book bank project, W. Bengal. Currently Asha, Yale in collaboration with Asha, NYC/NJ is supporting phase-3 of the NGO Mukti's book bank project, where a sum of $8750 is being donated towards purchasing text books for 1000 students in 

Recipients of books under Mukti’s book bank project

purbasridharpur region of the Sunderban delta area of West Bengal. The first two phases of the book bank project have been successfully funded by Mukti's well wishers and members, covering text book supply to about 650 students across 6 villages. Besides the book bank project and other education related activities, Mukti is involved in livelihood generation, health-care, cultural awareness, and environmental awareness in this economically backward, but geographically unique mangrove forest region.
Projects Under Consideration

Please visit http://www.ashanet.org/yale for information on other projects under consideration: 

· Village competition project, Maharashtra

· Book Bank project, West Bengal
· Orphanage, West Bengal
Contacting / Supporting Asha-Yale

· Email: asha@yale.edu
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Contributions to Asha-Yale are tax-exempt. Make checks payable to Asha for Education and mail to Treasurer, Debarati Mazumder, 279 Humphrey Street, New Haven, CT 06511.  Please check if your company makes matching donations.
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          Objectives of Asha

· To provide education to underprivileged children in India. 
· To encourage the formation of local groups, in India and abroad, and reach out to larger sections of the population.

· To support and cooperate with persons and groups already engaged in similar activities.

· To provide opportunities to individuals outside India to participate in developmental activities in India.

· To address, whenever possible, other issues affecting human life such as health care, environment, socio-economic and women’s issues. 

Some Facts about Asha

•  Founded at UC Berkeley in 1991, it has grown to more than 40 chapters across the world including chapters in Singapore, Canada, Zurich, London and seven major cities in India.

• The chapters are made up of more than a 1000 volunteers including professionals and students.
• Currently Asha supports over 130 projects in India that directly impact more than 7,500 children.

• Total disbursement of over $2 million in 10 yrs; the average size of project support is in the range of $3,500 to $4,500.
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Projects supported by Asha: 
· Are not affiliated with any political or religious groups. 

· Do not discriminate on the basis of religion, caste or sex.

· Are evaluated, funded and monitored for performance and impact, by on-site visits by volunteers.

· Are required to submit periodic progress reports.
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               Asha & You

           How can you help?
Join the Yale chapter

Volunteer your time! We meet every 2nd thursday of each month. Join the Asha Yale mailing list and be an informed supporter.

Donate to Asha

Make a tax-deductible donation. Double your donation if your company matches donations. United Way accepts Asha donations. You can also donate a  computer or book subscription.

Support a Project

The Asha Stars program allows a few individuals to take responsibility for a specific project.

Get Involved with Projects in India

Visit a project in India. You can also volunteer in India. Visit www.ashanet.org/yale/projects for details.

Shop for Asha

Buy Asha merchandise (calendars, T-shirts, handmade cards, etc). Also, when you shop at stores like Amazon.com, a portion of the revenues can go to Asha.

Help with Events

Volunteer your time during our fundraising events. It’s a lot of fun, and all for a good cause.

For more information visit 

http://www.ashanet.org/yale
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